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"I know people don't understand me, but this is so much better
than living in San Francisco. I wish I didn't have to steal
from people, but I've got to cal. I could be out of this rain in
a nice warm place like everybody else, but then I'd never
know how wonderful this spring storm is. It makes me feel so
clean. I don't really want to take other people's food, but I
have 10.

From under
My Brim
by Barry Breckling

The Weasel
Just after a September rainstorm back in 1989, I went for an
early evening hike out to the old corral and up to the monument. I avoided the trails and roads and also avoided looking
west toward the cities and suburbs of the Santa Clara Valley.
The last of the cumulus clouds, pink against the purple sky,
'Here reaching higher and higher as if they were trying to soak
up the very last bit of the sun 's e nergy-filled rays. I wandered
shirtless, soaki ng in the cool glow of the false fa ll dusk.
Beauty and wonders surrounded me, and I felt an exhi laration
thai words can 'I describe. As I looked east across the vast and
varied ridges of the Diablo Range, I thought how incredible it
would be to spend a few months out in this beautiful place,
day in and day out. What fantastic experiences I'd have. But
someone had already done that, someone we called 'The Weasel." Not si nce American Indians lived free ly in the Diablo
Range has anyone spent so much time so close to the nature of
these ridges and valleys.

''Traveling all night last night kept me pretty warm, and now
the sun 's coming up. I think I'll rest here a while. I guess I
wouldn' t be so cold if lwasn't so wet. Wow, what a beautiful
flower! I wonder what it is. It has five bright red parts with
yellow at the bottom. The parts look like elf hats with a
bunch of long yellow stri ngs dangling out of Ihem-anthers, I
thi nk they're called. Look at the tiny hairs on the flower. A
hummingbird! How wonderful! He doesn't even seem to notice me. I wonder how many people have watched a hummingbird feed from only inches away, feeding from a wildnower that matches its beauty. His wings move so fast, I can't
even see them. His feathers are so fine and delicate. His tiny
eye is filled with life. The red on his head and throat glows
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I know what I experienced as I searc hed for him, but l ean
only imagine the remarkable experiences he must have had.
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brighter than neon. There he goes, off like the wind, like a
brilliant lillie spirit. Wow, for just a moment he pulled me
away into a timeless eternity."

enjoy its majesty. Eagles always amaze me with their size and
strength. They are true masters of all they survey.

The Weasel's tracks again . They look about two days old.
They must have been made during Tuesday's rainstorm. He
lay down here. I wonder why here? It must have been a wet,
cold spot. All right ! Aquilegia fonnosa-Crimson Columbine! I forgot how beautiful these flowers are. Sometimes I
think I concentrate so much on the details of natural things
that 1 lose the simple enjoyment of just experiencing them. A
hummingbird 's feeding on the Columbine! What a treat ! It's
an Anna's Hummingbird, yeah an Anna's. That 's the only
hummer around here with a red head and throat. Boy, is it
bright.' I bet he'll come to this fl ower every day at the same
time of day as long as the flower is in bloom. Off he goes,
and with such speed. Gone from sight in momenLS. I wish I
could follow him.

"It's getting cool again. Fall can 't be far off. It would be nice
to be indoors at night. Therc's a coyote. I've seen lots of
coyotes lately, but never one so close. An old timer once told
me that the coyote stands for truth. I wonder what he meant.
It 's going after that skinny squirrel. Oh, good, the squirrel hid
in that tall grass. My gosh, the coyote caught it. How could it
see Ihe squirrel hiding. I've never liked the idea of animals
killing other animals. It seems so cruel.

"Well , I'm full again, and finally irs warm enough so I can
sleep comfortably at night, but the days are too hot to walk
very far, and these fli es around my ears are so annoying. It 's
gelling hot, must be about noon. At least I' ve made it to the
top of the ridge. There's a good tree to sit under and catch
the breeze in the shade. Only a coke to drink and it's so hot.
Wow, what a gigantic bird, and it's going to land in the tree
right above my head. Maybe if I kcep still it won't flyaway.
It's so big, it must be an eagle! I never knew they were Ihat
big. It looks like it could almost carry me off. ILS feathers are
beautiful. They shine like gold in the sun . ILS bright yellow
claws are so big, it could wrap them around my arm, and its
beak is so large; the hook on the end looks like it could split
an elcphant 's hide. Whoops, I think it sees me. It must see
me, how intimidating. It seems to be looking through me, like
my third grade teacher used to look at me when I did something wrong. Whoa, th.e re it goes. Only about a minute si nce
it took off, and it's risen so fast irs almost out of sight already. Now it's gl iding off to some other ridge to the west.
That bird is so free, so strong, in command of everything in its
world. I wish I had that strength and freedom in my life ."
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His tracks again. These look only about a day old. He sat
under this tree. At least he wasn't thirsty; he obviously had a
coke to drink. I' ll take the can back. Maybe we can get fingerprints from it and find oul who "The Weasel " is. Wow! A
golden eagle! r thi nk it was going to land in the tree until it
saw me. I wish I had time to sellie down under this tree and
have an eagle land close by so I could learn more about it and
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"What's Ihat? A car? No, it's a motorcycle! I'd better hide
in this patch of brush. What's that noise? It's a dog! They' re
trying to catch me! I'll run down the road. Here's an old side
road that hasn' t been used for years. Maybe I can make it
down that canyon. Oh no, a helicopter! I' ll hide under this
little lIce. They' ll never find me ... ."

They said they've caught him. A dog tracked him down.
Let's get over there. We sure were lucky to catch him. Look!
That's great ! He's wearing those boots. I've been followi ng
those boot tracks for months. Hey, what's that going down the
road over there? Oh, it's a coyote. And it's got a squirrel in
ilS mouth.
...

III

'The Weasel" (also nicknamed the Spam Bandit) apparently
started living in the backcountry and breaking into cabins for
food back in early March of 1989, and he was caught about
six months later on August 30'h. The cabins he broke into
were spread out in an area of over two hundred square miles
in Santa Clara and Stanislaus counties. The Santa Clara
County Sheriff's Department, the Stanislaus County Sheriff's
Department, San Jose Search and Rescue, the California Highway Patrol, and State Parks all panicipated in the effort to
capture him. Searchers were in vehicles, in a helicopter, on
foot , on horseback, and on mOlOrcycles, and three tracking
dogs were used. After the two mOlOrcycle units found very
fresh tracks west of Mississippi Lake, Maury Tripp and one of
his bloodhounds followed the scent about a half mile and
found Ihe suspect in a brush patch under a low tree.
Three Coe Park volunteers helped find The Weasel . Barbara
Bessey and Kevin Gilmartin searched for him during the final
week before he was caught and helped to determine the direction he'd taken after he broke into the Arnold Cabin for the
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second time. Bill Frazer assisted on the day of the search,
looking for tracks, standing by the pho ne in the museum, and
driving searchers out into the park.
We'll probably never know what went through The Weasel's
head during the six mo nths he lived in the backcountry of the
Diablo Range, but I think we can be sure that he must have had
experiences he' ll remember for the rest of his life.

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS

Search for a Missing Hone and Rider

Park News

by Phyllis Dr• .k.e

by Kay Robinson
Park Superintendent

More than 200 Coe volunteer hours were spent on the search
for lost rider David Morton of Morgan Hill and his horse Doc.
Kay Robinson contacted the Mounted Assistance Unit on
Friday, January 2, 1998, and requested volunteers 10 search for
the pair lost in Coe. What a way to begin the new year!
David found his way out of the park on Friday, leaving his
completely exhausted horse tied to a tree near a creek.
Saturday, January 3, through Wednesday, January 7, Coe
volunteers, Search and Rescue people, and David, his family ,
and friends went back to search for his horse.
Searchers were really worried about the young lost horse,
knowing that if he didn't get loose from the tree, he would be
severely dehydrated and possibly dead. A thought that was
even gloomier arose when a searcher's call was answered by a
mountain lion in the Coyote Creek area. T his was followed by
two b ig grunts, and they hoped the lion was having pig, not
horse, for lunch .
As areas were searched and infonnation was gathered and
studied, the search narrowed down 10 Coyote Creek canyon
downstream from China Hole. O n Thursday, January 8, Kitty
Swindle and Chere Bargar were searching Coyote Creek near
Mahoney Crossing. Kitty was up on a bluff above the stream
bed , and Chere was following tracks along the creek. She
looked up to see Doc looking right back at her. Hallelujah!
The horse was still wearing its saddle. They found the bridle in
a tree, and saddle packs on the bank.
Kitty and Chere took turns leading the horse and scouting ahead
to find a way to get it uphill to the road and Coyote Creek Flats,
where they were met by a horse trailer for Doc.
Finding the horse was the biggest reward, but the S500 reward
check made out to Pine Ridge Association was great. too. What
a way to begin a new year!
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Last issue I spoke o r the development at Bell Station, which is
in anticipation of the eventual opening of the east side o f the
park on a more full -time basis. In late December, I was asked
to submit a certain portion of a new budget req uest ror development of Dowdy Ranch. In January, District Superintendent
Joseph Hardcastle and I met with DPR staff in Sacramento to
review the scope of this new project. It will be a maj or capital
outlay program for development of day use and trailhead parking at the Dowdy.
The scope includes two restrooms and associated septic system, a picnic area, parking for day use vehicles, backpackers,
and horse trailers, and renovation o f the modulars as a visitor
reception building and office/camp host accommodations.
This proposal includes only the runds for planning. Those
issues that need to be reviewed are the water quality/quantity
for adequacy and the cultural and natural resources for envi ro nme ntal impact. This is only the first of many steps to be
taken and hurdles 10 be crossed. If it should become reality,
the operation will most likely be seasonal with the gale open
to the public during the dry season months.
With the withdrawal or plans to site our easl side development
as rar as lhe Orestimba Corral, our plans for the Dowdy Ranch
may change. At this time, the General Plan of 1985 calls only
for day use and operations usc (i.e., maintenance yard) al the
Dowdy. Camping facilities were not addressed at Dowdy with
the implication that a full campground would be included at
the O restimba. Now it is time to rethink that idea. Camping
raci lities will not be pan o r this new project, but perhaps in
the future we should be considering alternate locations near
Dowdy for such a campground. This gives rise to the need for
an amendment to the General Plan.
Two other reaso ns exist for needing an amendment: the expansion of the park by over 12 ,600 acres since 1985 and the
need to revisit the Special Management 2"..one as identifi ed in
the 1985 Plan. In 1985 23,300 acres were identified as State
Wilderness, what we know as the. Orestimba Wilderness. An
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additional 17,500 acres in the heart of the park were designated as State Park but also as Special Management Zone
(SMZ)_ The remaining 27,485 acres (of 68.285 at that time)
have been classified as State Park. Reclassification of the
SMZ was to be considered by the State Park and Recreation
Commission after 10 years, which brings us now to that passage. As per the General Plan "the intent of this zone is to
examine the potential of the area for future classification.
lThe area] will be managed to preserve and restore unimpaired
natural values as required fo r a classification for wilderness or
state park."
An essential need at this time is to review all of the ex isting
and potential accesses to Coc and consider futu re visitor
needs. The demographics of the Santa Clara and San Joaquin
Valleys indicate that population will , of course, continue to
grow. Recreatio nal opponunities and faci lities will need to be
develoPed. Our acquisition of Hunting Hollow provides the
beSI opponunity we have ever had at Cae to expand in anticipation of that growth (read that as "nat land !"). Hence, the
need to take a new look at o ur General Plan, to review the
resources of the park, to identify those areas of the park where
development may take place without jeopardizing the natural
feature s and the cultural resources that make Coc such a special place. Park staff are preparing to address this issue within
the next year. Typically a General Plan takes 2 to 4 years 10
comc to fruiti on; an amendment, less. The first critical element needed is the resource inventory. Luckily, thanks to Lee
Sims (for the Redfern) and Larry Haimo witz (for Hunting Hollow) and 45 other volunteers, we are well on our way to compiling those baseline data.
The project of doing the amendment will be very time consuming but is absolutely necessary for the good of the park.
There will be opponunities for input, as this is a public review
process, and a public hearing will be scheduled. Meanwhile.
we have a new area of the park for you to explore, as the first
meadow of Hunting Hollow should be open to the public
within the next month, depending upon what El Nino has 10
say! Join us for the Grand Opening on May 2!

Calling All Lazy Ladies
by Toni Sousa
We still have openings for the lazy ladies backpack trip Apri l
11-12. We'll have a full moon, tons of nowers, and terrific
catered meals (nominal fee). And if you're new to backpacking, we'll walk you through the steps. We'll meet at headquarters at II a.m. and Start hiking about noon . This 2.9-mile
trip 10 Manzanita Point is for slightly Icss lazy ladies than our
trip in March but will still be slow and easy. Dinner and
breakfast are catered, but bring lunch munchies for Saturday.
To reserve your spot, call Bonnie Lemons at 650n26-7547 or
Toni Sousa at 408n78-J692.

T he Grizzly Gu lcblWillson Pea k Walkabout
Sat urday, May 2
by Mike Meyer
This great views, ever-changing terraine.d , moderately strenuous,
nothing dull about ii, 7- 9 mile hike in the Redfern fo llows the
forested lower Grizzly Gulch trail, ascends halfway up and then
culs east across Wasno Ridge, crosses upper Grizzly Gulch a
few times, cuts off from the road above Tule Pond to Willson
Peak (where a festival of sights appear in all directions). then
drops down the road and trail back to the Coyote Creek
entrance.
Tile cutoff from the dirt road above Tule Pond isn't on any map
except Lee Sims's sketch of Redfern ponds. The one-mile
route climbs quickly through oak savanna and mixed woodlands
to the top, thus deleting a couple of miles from the old way,
which wound around the mountain to Willson Ranch before
climbing Steer Ridge to the peak.
Both times I've done this hike, the rewards far outweighed the
work. The work isn' t bad either because the elevation gains are
spread out.
Meet at the Coyote Creek parking area al 7:45 a.m. for an
8 o'clock departure. Bring a lunch and water for all day. See
you there!
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PRA Calendar
501urdny & SUllday. March 28- 29: Barbed wire fest. Join in
the efTort to remove barbed wire from places in the park. This
is also a joint outing sponsored by the springs committee. For
morc information. call Doug Meyers al the sector office (40RI
848-4006), or call Ruby Domino about the springs cleanup
(40Sn79-4664).
Saturday, April II:
nual effort to work
drinking waler, and
mation, please call
848-4006).

Trails Day at Coe Park. Join in the anon trails in the park. Bring sturdy shoes,
a desire to make a trail! For more inforDoug Meyers at the sector office (4081

Saturday & SUlldQ); April 1/- /2 (raill dales are April 18- 19):
Slightly Less Lazy Ladies backpack trip (2.9 miles 10
Manzanita Point), Sec article on page 4 of the newsletter fo r
morc {nformation.

Wedllesday, April 15: Tickets available for sale for the annual
Mother 's Day Breakfast at COCo Sec the ' cncloscd flye r for
morc information.

Saturday & S,mday. Aprjl 25- 26: Cae Backcountry Week·
end. See the enclosed flycr for morc details on how 10 participate in this very popular event.

Saturda>: May 2: Grizzly Guich/Willson Peak Walkabout .
See article on page 4 for more infonnalion.
Saturday. May 2: Hunting Hollow Grand Openi ng. Ribbon
cutting and receptio n will begin at I I a. m. Guided hikes and
rides will take place at noon. From Hwy. 10 1. take Leavsley
Road ex it east for 1.8 miles. Turn left at New Avenue and go
about I mi le. Turn right on Roop and pass Coyote Lake
County Park. The entrance is 3.3 miles beyond Coyote Lake.
Saturday. June 6: Poker in th e Pa rk. St:e enclosed fl yer for
more information. Workers arc needed \0 prepare and set up
for the event. Please call Chere Barger (408/683-2247) or
Ki tty Swindle (408/842-62 15) to sign up .

Visitor Center Expansion Fund
by Lee Dillmann
Thanks to all of the generous donors who are making the visitor
center expansion a reality!
This lisl includes the aggregate
cash contributions of all of the donors to Ihis special fund . as
of March 2. 1998. Not included are the purchase of rame
tickelS. prize contributions 10 the rames or rummage donations
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Ponderosa Pint'
$5.000 or more
The Pine Rju~e 1\ .~!>u'': I:lII''rI
WinnifreJ Coe Vertm:a

Sycamore
$1,IX)()- $4,999
Dennis Pinion & Barhara Radd
John & Vicki Sheltun
lllc many anonymous donors contri buti ng in thc vl:'llI,r CAPilli
sion fund collection boxes at Cue Headquarter:. and the
Coc Sector ortice (over $1,07 1 to date!)
Madrone
5500-$999
Everett Allen
David E. Baumgartner
Winslow & Ann Briggs
Sam & Gigi Eastman
In_N_OUl c Burger
Robert Patrie
Robert & Sarah Rogallo
Joseph G. Wirth
Dan laklnn
Bay Laurel
$ 100-5499

In Memory of Molly Hemeon Adkins from Rosse Hemeon
AnriLSu Company (formerly Willron Company)
Ron Berry
Barbara Bessey & Kevi n Gilmartin
Will B. & Margaret M. Betcharl
Boole & Babbage
Barry & Judy Breckling
Liz Brinkman & Greg Scott
Michael F. Brookman
Terry Bullock
Ed & Sally Burke
Park & Joan Chamberlain
Nancy Patricia Coe
CostCQ Who lesale (Almaden)
Lee Dittmann
Susan & Dennis Dong
Ron Erskine
Carolyn Fatooh & Jim Schimandle
Nancy Fi lice
Bill & Sheila Flodbcrg
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Bill Frazer
Page G. Frechette
Beresford/Garner family
Bill Gingras
The Guglielmo family
Jon Y. Hatckcyama, DDS & family
Mr. & Mrs. Albert I. Heckbert
Rosse Hemcon
Vic Hill
Monty Jensen
Christopher Mahon
Ken & Lisa Manuele
Owen & Denise Melroy
Milovan Mi lutin
Mike & Erin Monroe
National Semiconductor (on behalf of Martin Michael)
Jean Pinard
Blanche & John Prior
RAM Commercial Insurance Services
Joseph Reader
Kay S. Robinson
Jean Rusmore
Standish W. Sibley
In M~mory o/Thomas A. Sousa from Toni Sousa
Marlene Testagu7.1.3
3Corn Corporation
Jane & Pat Tnk:ey
Edith & Frank Valle-Rieslra
Peter Coe Verbica
Libby Vincent

Live Oak

$25- $99
Beuy Allin
Bernard G. & Mary Franees Anderson
Richard & Diane Auser
Chere Barger
Maryellen Bauer
Brian S. Bean
Joseph Belli
Ben's Backhoe Service
Bob Berka
Mr. & Mrs. WR. Blakley
Mary Brandeau
Mr. & Mrs. FA Brandt
John Briese
Tracy BrobSI
Daniel M. & Jo Ann Stensaas Cobb
Renate & Robert Coombs
Dr. & Mrs. Rodger E. Cryer
Jonnie Danielson
Paul Danielson
Paul & Phyllis Dillman
Roger Divirgilio
Phyllis Drake
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Laura Durica
Ja mes Durkin
Stewart Eastman
lim Fast
Jim & Pal Ferguson
Beverl y & Roben Fil ippi & Nick & Pat Nickol
Julie Fitzharris
Dave & PallY Flack
Carroll F. Frankfun
Geo Cadd Reprogra phi c.~
lim Gilrcin
James & Barbara Gregory
Ground Works-James Crowley
Kate Hager
Ric & Joanne Heinzen
Barbara Jean Henderson
Dave Hildebrand
Carol Hoefler
Don & Diane Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Holmes
Estella Hopkins
David & Lorna Hornby
Jim & Jan Jeffers
Ernie Johnson
Mike Raugh & Vicki Johnson fami ly
Gary & Shirley Keller
Leif & Bonnie Larsen
Lesl ie Larson
Margaret Mary McBride
Joyce & David McClure
Celia Mt-COnnack
Chris Macintosh
E.R. Maisen, Jr.
Charl otle & Joseph Marshall
lim Mason
Lorens Midtgaard
Janis & Peter Nelson
Evelyn B. Newman
Phil Nichols
Michael, Kathy, & Anna Paivinen
Joe Parisi
Thom Parks
David Perrin
Lois Phillips
Stephen P. Pustel nik II
David & Koon Ling Ring
Anne Rosenzweig
Don Savant
Sandy Sill
Felix T. Smith
Chris & Mary Sla kes
Richard L. Stone
Bonn ie Stromberg
Jack & Dotty Siuria
Ann & Jerry Thalls
Rick Thomas
Sam Valenti
Vedanta Society of No nhern California
Chris Weske
Steven R. Wilson
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John Kolb
Donald Kozain
Tony Kramer
Dellef Kutzscher, M.D.
Jim Larkin
Thomas R. Laye
Bonnie Lemons
David Lisler & Margaret Young
Tim Lister
Andy Loll
Nancy Lowe
Mike & Sandec McCaffrey
Caephrcn McKenna
Gordon W. & James 1. MacKey
Betly McMartin
Steve Marquez
Bill Mauk
Dan May
Robert & Sharon Melton
Dan & Grelchen Merrick
Doug Meyers
Penny A. Michael
Greg Miller
Marianne C. Moore
Elena O. Moreno
Bi rgitte Moyer
Iva Norris
Gerry O'Day
Brandi O'Ryan
Sue Padgett
Carmen & Teri Patane
Janet Pettinotti
Many PfIaslercr
Dory Ptak
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Raines
John Reed
James C. Riley
Henry Rocha. Jr.
Mike Salak
William & Marie Silbcnnann
Edward L. Sinz
Jackie & Bert Stephens
Louise Stevens
Catherine J. Stmnd
Thomas & Johanna Tacci
Nancy L. Thomas
Joan Throgmorton
Derrick Tischler
Richard E. Trevisan
Bev VanderWeide
Joseph A. Vargas
Dennis & Sandy Vocchting
Alan & Pat Walker
Jeanie Wallace
Ann Watters
Bill Webster
Vanessa & Alan Wray

Bill Workman
Hersch & Roberta Wright
Abraham Zachariah, M,D.
Paul, Corinne & Ariel Zane

Manzanita
$1-$24
Brian & Kandec Adams
Julia Chisholm Adams
Anna Amon
Galen Andre
Dr. Margene Bloom-Roza
Sieve & Kim Bradley
Herb & Alice Breckling
Randall B. Brown
Joe Cannon
Holly Carley
Andra Cassen
Luke & Tina Castell
Melinda Chen
Harry Councell
Scott Cowherd
Linda Cowles
Jack CriSly
Annemarie Donjacour
Bonnie L. Doran
Kelly & Robert Douglas
Barbara Drewitz
Monica Driggers
Sharry Dunn
Mavis Ellis
leni fer Emma
Joel & Margaret Enns
Debby & Roben Esposito
Patricia Eubanks
Tony Ferrari
Debbie Frederick
Patrick Frederick
Bob & Glenda George
Janel King & Nancy Giannel10
Charles Giffin
Merle Gomes
Herben & Barbara Grace
James C. Hann. Jr.
ViClor Haskell
Alan Haviland
Robin Hayr
Beatrice B. Higgins
Ed Hodapp
Estella Hopkins
Patricia Howard-MaId & Kenneth Maki
Ronda Hruby & Chris Xydes
Winona Hubbard & Alex Anderson
Tary Beth Hypes
Diana & Cyrus Keller
Philip W. Kiernan
Fred King
Mary Koehler
Irwin KoIT

Thanks 10 you all!
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