











Jim Bailey, Chere Barger, Norm Berube, Judy Breckling, Ann
Briggs, Winslow Briggs, Victor Bubbett, Priscilla Campbell,
Stephanie Charles, Ruby Domino, Phyllis Drake, Stew
Eastman, Tim Fast, Bill Frazer, Rob Glover, Kate Hager, Don
Holmes, David Homnby, Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey, Gary
Keller, Daniel Lewis, Don Mason, Judy Mason, Margaret
Mary McBride, Dan McCranie, Mike Meyer, Chuck Nelson,
Matt Pauly, Lois Phillips, John Prior, Don Savant, Pat Scharfe,
Martie Sinclaire, Rob Sinclaire, Toni Sousa, Susan Stillman,
Kitty Swindle, Marlene Testaguzza, Nancy Valencia, Bev
VanderWeide, Libby Vincent, Chris Weske, and Bill Workman.

Eleven individuals, who had volunteered 200 or more hours of
which at least 100 hours were spent in the Visitor Center, were
promoted to Senior Volunteer status: Heather Ambler, Jim
Bailey, Pat Dallam, Mike Harper, Greg Linden, Marcia Linden,
Chuck Nelson, and Pat Scharfe.

Ten volunteers received special recognition for the tremen-
dous numbers of hours they have spent on Coe Park volun-
teer activities over a period of years. Between them, they
have donated over 22,000 hours to the park! Bonnie
Stromberg, Dick Stone, Carolyn Tucker, and Dan McCranie
each volunteered 1,000 hours of service. Rob Sinclaire, Toni
Sousa, and Phyllis Drake each volunteered 2,000 hours of ser-
vice. Don Mason, Kitty Swindle, and Joan Throgmorton each
volunteered 4,000 hours of service.

A special silver pin with the association’s logo is presented
to those individuals who have participated in the volunteer
program for ten or more years. Ten individuals were so hon-
ored this year: Joseph Belli, John Briese, Bonnie Doran,
Sharry Dunn, Fitz Fitzharris, Bill Gringras, Dave Janich, Penny
Michael, Thom Parks, and Toni Sousa.

A special gold pin is presented to those individuals who have
participated in the volunteer program for twenty or more
years. This year, a pin was presented to Janet Koff.

Barry Breckling, Coe Park Ranger, made a special presentation
to those individuals who had donated 200 hours or more
within the past year (this also includes the time spent by
some uniformed volunteers who volunteered time to other
state parks, and the time that some non-uniformed individuals
volunteered to Coe Park). Each received a free annual pass to
state parks in California. Thirty-two individuals received the
award this year: Heather Ambler, Chere Bargar, Barbara
Bessey, Judy Breckling, Ann Briggs, Winslow Briggs, Victor
Bubbett, Priscilla Campbell, Ruby Domino, Phyllis Drake, Stew
Eastman, Bill Frazer, Teddy Goodrich, David Hildebrand, Don
Holmes, Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey, Bill Levey, Daniel
Lewis, Margaret Mary McBride, Dan McCranie, Mike Meyer,
Bob Patrie, John Prior, Bruce Rideout, Martie Sinclaire, Bonnie

Stromberg, Kitty Swindle, Marlene Testaguzza, Libby Vincent,
Chris Weske, and Bill Workman.

Barry Breckling presented the Uniformed Volunteer Commit-
tee’s Golden Bear Award for exceptional service to Dan
McCranie. Dan became a uniformed volunteer in 2000. Since
that time, he as donated more than 1,000 hours of service to
Coe Park, including more than 200 hours in the Visitor Center.
In the last year, he volunteered more than 450 hours. He has
served on the Uniformed Volunteer Committee, including act-
ing as its Chair. He assisted with the bookstore, the Uni-
formed Volunteer Training, and the Rummage Sale benefitting
Coe Park and has presented programs to the public. He was
appointed Treasurer of the Pine Ridge Association in 2002.
He has many artistic talents as well, including building new
benches for the Interpretive Room in which he etched tracks
of birds and animals. He has also done an outstanding job of
upgrading the volunteer newsletter to a professional color
format.

The PRA Annual Award is given to an individual who has
contributed outstanding work in furthering the mission of the
association in preserving and enriching Coe Park. This year’s
award, which was presented by Barbara Bessey, went to
Marlene Testaguzza. The PRA award was established in
1985, and there have been 23 previous recipients. Marlene
became a Uniformed Volunteer in 1981; she has donated over
3,800 hours to the park. She has given many slide programs
to the public on the ecology of the park; she has assisted
with the training of new Uniformed Volunteers, and she has
been actively preserving the various mounted birds and mam-
mals on display at the park. She is probably most known for
her work in designing and implementing the Coe Connections
program, a program for elementary school children and their
teachers. It was, in part, due to her program that the PRA
was awarded the “Association of the Year” award by the Cali-
fornia League of Park Associations in 2000. That led to us
hosting the CaLPA conference in 2001. Had these events not
occurred in the way that they did, the PRA would probably
not have been so honored at the 2003 CalLPA conference.

This year, Dave Schaechtele and Ken Gray from the Monterey
District made special presentations about the new district.
Dave mentioned that Coe Park substantially increased the
number of total acreage included in the district, as well as
adding a large number of volunteer hours. In 2003, the total
number of volunteer hours was over 63,000 for the entire dis-
trict, and more than 17,000 of these hours were donated by
individuals volunteering their time for Coe Park.

After all of the serious awards were presented, humorous
awards were announced. This year’s award presentations
were hosted by the very creative and funny Barry Breckling
and Lee Sims. After the meeting, a delicious lunch was pro-
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vided by the Uniformed Volunteer Committee; special thanks
to Chere Bargar, Kitty Swindle, Pat Scharfe, Phyllis Drake, and
Greg and Marcia Linden for all of their efforts in the kitchen!
A good time was had by all!

Congratulations to all!

PRA Spring Outings

All PRA members are invited to go on these outings. We will
be highlighting wildflowers on the hikes we take.

March 27 and 28 (Saturday/Sunday) Rock House Ridge/East
Fork Outing

We’ll be camping at the Amold Cabin (the cabin itself is un-
usable). We'll carpool from park headquarters in four-wheel-
drive vehicles Saturday morning. There will likely be one
small group of people leaving Saturday evening. We’ll have
two hikes (long and shorter) on Saturday, but both will be
doing Rock House Ridge. The shorter hike will be for people
who want to stop for wildflowers. We'll do one hike on
Sunday. Some cross-country hiking will be required both
days. The Arnold Cabin site has a single “useable” out-
house. You’ll need to bring all your own camping gear, cook-
ing implements, food, and water. Saturday night's meal will
be a potluck. To sign up, call the park at 408/779-2728 and
have the person who answers sign you up. Give them your
name, phone number, e-mail address if you have one, and
whether you have a four-wheel drive vehicle you could bring
and drive. Specific information will go out to participants.

New State Park Fees at Coe Starting July 1, 2004

Day Use goes from $4 to $5 (and from $3 to $4 at Hunting
Hollow).

Camping will go from $7 to $10 per night, and extra cars will
go from $4 to $5.

Backpacking will go from $2 to $3 per person per night
Group Camps will go from $15 to $30 per night

Horse camps will go from $12 to $14 per night.

Training on Bird Identification & Interpretation

[f you would like to attend three moming training sessions on
birds in Coe Park, please sign up. The training will be pre-
sented by Barbara Bessey and Kevin Gilmartin on three Sun-
days, April 4, April 18, and May 16, at the Coe Park visitor
center. We will begin each session by taking a walk to iden-
tify birds by sight and sound. Then we will view slides, listen
to bird calls, and discuss handouts. If you can’t come to all
the sessions, we will mail you the handouts for the sessions
you missed. To sign up, send Kevin or Barbara your name,
and if they don't already have it, your mailing address, tele-
phone number, and e-mail address: 650/851-7813, KGilmartin@
AlR.org, or BBessey@AIR.org.

The Ponderosa

Early Spring 2004 Page 6




New Members through January
by Margaret Mary McBride

We are pleased to welcome the new members listed below.
Thank you for your support, and welcome to the Pine Ridge
Association!

Edna Anthony, Rochester, WA
Rich Archdeacon, San Jose
Vladimir Baicher & Joellen Jarvi, San Jose
Scott and Cathy Bradley, Los Gatos
Dinesh Desai, Los Altos

Greg Dittmer, San Jose

Dewight Emery, Santa Clara
Michael and Susan Ferry, Salinas
Arvind Kumar, San Jose

Heath Kyle, Gilroy

Gary Litton, Stockton

Joseph Martinez, San Jose

The Phillips Family, San Jose

Amy Purchase Reid, Morgan Hill
John Rosica, Morgan Hill

Judy Savastano, Morgan Hill
Sandy Stanley, Morgan Hill

We need your help to keep our membership list current and
accurate. If you are a paid member, your Ponderosa mailing
label includes an expiration date. (No expiration date for life
members and organizations.) If you have any questions re-
garding your membership or if you would like to update your
address, please contact us.

E-mail: PRA@CoePark.org

Snail mail: 9100 East Dunne Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Fax: 408/778-5749

Phone: 408/779-2728

PRA Calendar

Saturday & Sunday, March 20 & 21: The start of the
Spring Programs at Coe Park. The schedule is inserted in
this issue of the newsletter. Generally, there are hikes on Sat-
urdays, an interpretive program on Saturday nights, and two
wildflower walks on Sundays throughout the spring season.
Events are planned for both the Hunting Hollow and the main
Morgan Hill entrances to the park. Please call the Coe Park
Visitor Center (408/779-2728) for more information.

Saturday & Sunday, March 27 & 28: Join in a special PRA-
sponsored weekend outing to Rock House Ridge. Overnight
at Amnold Cabin on Saturday night. Please see the announce-
ment on page 6 and contact Ranger Barry Breckling at the
Coe Park Visitor Center (408/779-2728) for more information.

Saturday, April 12: Trail Day. Help work on trails in the
park. For more information, please contact Ranger Cameron
Bowers (408/779-2728).

Saturday, & Sunday, April 24 & 25: Coe Backcountry
Weekend. Always a sell-out, please submit your application
for admittance by March 27, 2004. An application form is
available on our website: http://www.coepark.org/
orestimba-form.pdf.

Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day Breakfast at Coe Park. Join
us for this very popular event, which will be held this year at
the Ridgeview camping area. Tickets will go on sale on
April 15. Please see our website for more information:
http://iwww.coepark.org/mothers-day.html. For more informa-
tion, please contact Lee Sims (650/726-7547).
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Henry W. Coe State Park
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