






PRA Annual Meeting a Success! 
by Barbara Bessey 

The annual meeting of the Pine Ridge Association was held 
this year in Morgan Hill on February 7. Barbara Bessey 
opened the Pine Ridge Association portion of the meeting. 
She introduced the members of the Board of Directors and 
reported on the results of the election of offi cers. The offi
cers of the Board of Directors for 2004 are: Ann Briggs, Presi
dent; Barbara Bessey; Vice-President; Winslow Briggs, Secre
tary; and Dan McCranie, Treasurer. The other board members 
are Stephanie Charles, Kevin Gilmartin, David Penin, Dennis 
Pinion, and Priscilla Campbell (Unifonned Volunteer Committee 
Chai r). President Ann Briggs briefly summarized the mission 
of the PRA. She reminded the PRA members that the board 
welcomes applications for funds fo r projects that fit within the 
association's mission and gave some examples of such pro
ject!;. Kevin Gilmartin described the next two brochures that 
the PRA has funded on the "criners" of Coe Park, namely its 
birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians. and insects. The bro
chures are expected to go on sale in the Visitor Center later 
this spring. Winslow Briggs talked about three new PRA
sponsored publications that are in the final stages of produc
tion. These are books with selections of From under My Brim 
articles (by Ranger Barry Bredling), trees ofCoe Park (by Lee 
Sims), and a collection of writings by Sada Coe. David Perrin 
described another association-sponsored project, namely the 
support of the Landmark a group of students who 
pay to come to Coe Park and carry ou t whatever projects 
need doing. Barbara Bessey showed the resul ts of another 
project. a binder of photos and text of Coe Park wildflowers 
that association member David Hildebrand was producing. 

Dan McCranie presented a preliminary financial report for fis
cal year 2003. The Association is in good financial health, 
although its perfonnance thi s year was significantly lower 
than in the previous year. The net assets increased about 
$13.000 in 2003 compared with about $32,000 in 2002. the low
est increase in about six years. There were fewer visitor cen
ter sales, an increase in printing costs, and fewer donations. 
perhaps generall y reflecting the economic downturn. The 
association broke roughly even on interpretive events largely 
because o f unavo idable expe nses for the ca nceled Coe 
Backcountry Weekend. 

Association member Bob Patrie tal ked about the upcomi ng 
threat to Coe Park by the high-speed rail. He showed the 
various routes under discussion. The 700-mile network of 
rails would connect the Bay Area wi th Sacramenlo, the Cen
tral Valley, Los Angeles, San Diego. and inland. One of the 
routes under consideration would go through the Orestimba 
Wilderness area in Cae Park. 

Barbara Bessey presented an update of what occurred at the 
fall 2003 conference of the California League of Park Associa
tions. The PRA was asked to talk about the efforts under
taken to defeat the "dam" proposal that was under consider
ation by the Santa Clara Water District last year. Also during 
the conference. a publisher and a bookseller discussed how 
associations might want to publish their works. Two Pine 
Ridge Association publications were singled out for special 
praise: Teddy Goodrich- s book , Almosl Eden, and Winslow 
Briggs's book, The Trails oj Henry W Coe Slate Park. 

Ann Briggs mentioned briefly the changes within the state 
parks system from being in the Gavilan District, then the Coe 
Sector of the Four Rivers District, and most recently in the 
Gavilan Sector of the Monterey District. 

The meeting of the PRA uniformed vol unteers fo ll owed, 
chaired by Prisci lla CampbeU. The number of active volun
teers is approximately 130. These volunteers donated over 
17 ,000 hours in 2003, which is approximately 8.5 full-time 
equivalent paid employees! Of this total, approximately 3,700 
hours were spent staffi ng the Visi tor Center. This is an amaz
ingly large number of hours. 

Prisc illa gave a special accolade to all of the volunteers who 
have participated in the Coe Connections progmm, which has 
been headed by volunteer Marlene Testaguzza. Approxi
mately 800-1 ,000 and their teacheB participated last 
year. And, of special signifi cance, more than 80 percent of 
the attendees in past years return the nex t year. Special 
thanks were also given to the Coe Connections volunteers 
and supporters Nancy Valencia, Bill Frazer, Stew Eastman, Bill 
Workman, Dan McCranie, Heather Ambler, Priscilla Campbell , 
Ann Briggs, Don Savant, and Millicent Kellogg. 

The volunteers were extremely active during 2003, as evi
denced by the large number of award presentations that fol
lowed. 

Seventeen trainees have progressed through the tramlng pro
gram held on various weekends during the fa ll and are work
ing toward Volunteer status: Ross Campbell, Colleen Combes. 
Darryl Dubois, Dewight Emery, Wayne Gilfillan, Ken Howell , 
Tami Koval , Rick Leonard, Kay Morshead, Bud Ohare, John 
Rosiea, Diane Scariol, Ruthanne Shepherd, Ron Sieehen, 
Doug Turk, Jeff Wi nkler, and Jim Wright. 

A cambiner with a flashlight, which was engraved with the 
PRA logo to honor the recipients of the 2003 Visitor Service 
Award. was given to volunteers who spent 48 or more hours 
working in the Visitor Center or on other visitor-centered ac
ti vities during the past year (e.g., presenting programs to visi
tors, leading interpretive walks or hikes). This year, forty-six 
volunteers received this award: Everett Allen, Heather Ambler. 
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Jim Bailey, Chere Barger. Nonn Berube, Judy Breckling, Ann 
Briggs, Winslow Briggs, ViclOr Bubbetl, Prisci lla Campbell , 
Stephanie Charles , Ruby Domino , Phyllis Drake, Stew 
Eastman, Tim Fast, Bill Frazer, Rob Glover, Kate Hager, Don 
Holmes, Da vid Hornby, Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey, Gary 
Keller, Danie l Lewis, Don Mason, Judy Mason. Margaret 
Mary McBride, Dan McCranie, Mike Meyer, Chuck Nelson, 
Matt Pauly, Lois Phill ips, John Prior, Don Savant, Pat Sc harfe, 
Martie Sinelaire, Rob Sinclaire, Toni Sousa, Susan Stillman. 
Kitty Swi ndl e, Marlene Testaguzza, Nancy Valencia, Bev 
VanderWeide, Libby Vincent, Chris Weske, and Bill Workman. 

Eleven individuals, who had volunteered 200 or more hours of 
which at least 100 hours were spent in the Visitor Center, were 
promoted to Senior Volunteer status: Heather Ambler, Jim 
Bailey. Pat Dallam, Mike Harper, Greg Linden, Marcia Linden, 
Chuck Nelson, and Pat Seharfe. 

Ten volunteers received special recognition fo r the tremen· 
dous numbers of hours they have spent on Cae Park volun· 
teer activities over a period of years. Between them. they 
have donated over 22,000 hours to the pa rk ~ Bonni e 
Stromberg, Dick Stone, Carolyn Tucker, and Dan McCranie 
each volunteered 1,000 hours of service. Rob Sinclaire, Toni 
Sousa, and Phyllis Drake each volunteered 2,000 hours of ser· 
vice. Don Mason. Kitty Swindle, and Joan Throgmorton each 
volunteered 4,000 hours of service. 

A special silver pin with the association's logo is presented 
to those individuals who have participated in the volunteer 
program for ten or more years. Ten indi vidua ls were so hon· 
ored thi s year: Joseph Bell i, John Briese, Bonnie Doran, 
Shany Dunn, Fitz Fitzharris, Bill Gringras, Dave Janich, Penny 
Michael . Thom Parks, and Toni Sousa. 

A special gold pin is presented to those indi viduals who have 
participated in the volunteer program fo r twenty or more 
years. This year, a pin was presented to Janet Korr. 

Bany Breckling, Coe Park. Ranger. made a special presentation 
to those indi viduals who had donated 200 hours or more 
within the past year (th is also includes the time spent by 
so me unifonned vol unteers who volunteered time to other 
state parks, and the time that some non·unifonned indi viduals 
volunteered to Cae Park). Each received a free annual pass to 
state parks in California. Thirty·two individuals received the 
award this yea r: Heather Ambler. Chere Bargar, Barbara 
Bessey. Judy Breckling. Ann Briggs, Winslow Briggs, Victor 
Bubbell, Priscilla Campbell, Ruby Domino, Phyllis Drake, Stew 
Eastman. Bill Frazer, Teddy Goodrich, David Hildebrand. Don 
Holmes. lodie Keahey. Linda Keahey, Bill Levey, Daniel 
Lewis, Margaret Mary McBride. Dan McCranie, Mike Meyer, 
Bob Patrie, John Prior, Bruce Rideout, Martie Sinclaire. Bonnie 

Stromberg, KillY Swindle, Marlene Testaguzza, Libby Vincent, 
Chris Weske, and Bill Workman. 

Bany Breckling presented the Uniformed Volunteer Commit· 
tee's Golden Bear Award for eltcepti onal service to Dan 
McCranie. Dan became a unifonned volunteer in 2000. Since 
that ti me. he as donated more than 1.000 hours of service to 
Coe Park, including more than 200 hours in the Visitor Center. 
In the last year, he volunteered more than 450 hours. He has 
served on the Uniformed Volunteer Committee, including act
ing as its Chair. He assisted with the bookstore, the Uni· 
formed Volunteer Training. and the Rummage Sale benefitting 
Coe Park and has presented programs to the public. He was 
appointed Treasurer of the Pine Ridge Association in 2002. 
He has many artistic talents as well, including bu ilding new 
benches for the Interpretive Room in which he etched traeks 
of birds and animals. He has also done an outstanding job of 
upgrading the volunteer newsletter to a professional color 
fonnat . 

The PRA Annual Award is given to an indi vidual who has 
contributed outstanding work in furthering the mission of the 
association in preserving and enriching Coe Park. This year's 
awa rd, which was presented by Barbara Bessey, went to 
Marlene Testaguzza. The PRA award was established in 
1985, and there have been 23 previous recipients. Marlene 
became a Uniformed Volunteer in 1981; she has donated over 
3,800 hours to the park. She has given many slide programs 
to the public on the ecology of the park; she has assisted 
with the training of new Uniformed Vol unteers, and she has 
been actively preserving the various mounted birds and mam
mals on display at the park. She is probably mOSt known for 
her work in designing and implementing the Cae Connections 
program, a program for elementary school chi ldren and their 
teachers. It was, in part, due to her program that the PRA 
was awarded the "Association of the Year" award by the Cali
fomia League of Park Associations in 2000. That led to us 
hosting the CaLPA conference in 200 1. Had these events not 
occurred in the way that they did. the PRA would probably 
not have been so honored at the 2003 CaLPA conference. 

This year, Dave Schaechtele and Ken Gray from the Monterey 
District made special presentations about the new district. 
Dave mentioned that Coe Park substantiall y increased the 
number of total acreage included in the district, as well as 
adding a large number of volunteer hours. In 2003, the total 
number of volunteer hours was over 63.000 for the entire dis
trict, and more than 17,000 of these hours were donated by 
individuals volunteering their time for Cae Park. 

After all of the serious awards were presented. humorous 
awards were announced. This year's award presentations 
were hosted by the very creative and funny Bany Breckling 
and Lee Sims. After the meeting, a delicious lunch was pro· 
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vided by the Uniformed Vol unteer Committee; special thanks 
to Chere Bargar, Killy Swindle, Pat Scharfe, Phyllis Drake, and 
Greg and Marcia Li nden fo r all of their efforts in the kitchen! 
A good ti me was had by all ! 

Congratulations to all! 

PRA Spring Outings 

All PRA members are invited to go on these outings. We will 
be highlighting wildnowcrs on the hikes we take. 

March 27 and 28 (Saturd aylSunday) Rock House Ridge/East 
Fork Outing 

We' ll be camping at the Arnold Cabin (the cabin itself is un
usable). We' ll carpool from park headquarter,i: in fo ur-wheel
dri ve vehicles Saturday morning. There will likely be one 
small group of people leaving Saturday evening. We'll have 
two hikes (long and shorter) on Saturday, but both will be 
doing Rock House Ridge, The shorter hike will be for people 
who want to stop for wildflowers. We' ll do one hike on 
Sunday, Some cross-country hiking will be required both 
days. The Arnold Cabin site has a single "useabl e" out
house. You' ll need to bring all your own camping gear, cook
ing implements, food, and water. Saturday night' s meal will 
be a potluck. To sign up. call the park at 4081779-2728 and 
have the person who answers sign you up. Give them your 
name, phone number, e-mail address if you have one, and 
whether you have a fo ur· wheel drive vehicle you could bring 
and drive. Specific information will go out to partici pants. 

New State Park Fees at Coc Starting July 1,2004 

Day Use goes fro m $4 10 $5 (and from $3 to $4 al Hunting 
Hollow), 

Camping will go from $7 to $10 per night, and extra cars will 
go fro m $4 to $5. 

Backpacking will go fro m $2 to 53 per person per night 

Group Camps wil l go from $15 10 $30 per night 

Horse camps will go from $ 12 to $1 4 per night. 

Training on Bird Identification & Interpretation 

If you would like to attend three morning trai ning sessions on 
birds in Coe Park, please sign up. The training will be pre
sented by Barbara Bessey and Kevin Gil martin on three Sun
days, April 4, April 18, and May 16, at the Coc Park visitor 
center. We will begin each session by taking a walk to iden
tify birds by sight and sound. Then we will view slides, listcn 
10 bird calls, and discuss handouts. If you can't come to all 
the sessions, wc will mail you the handouts fo r the sessions 
you missed, To sign up, send Kevin or Barbara your name. 
and if they don' t already have it, your mai ling address, telc
phone number, and e-ma;1 address: 650/85 1-78 13, KGi lmartin@ 
ArR,org, or BBesscy@A1R.org. 
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New Members through January 
by Margaret Mary McBride 

We are pleased to welcome the new members listed below. 
Thank you for your support, and welcome to the Pine Ridge 
Association! 

Edna Anthony, Rochester. WA 
Rich Archdeacon, San Jose 
Vladimir Baicher & Jocllen Jarvi. San Jose 
Scott and Calhy Bradley, Los Gatos 
Dinesh Desai, Los Altos 
Greg Dittmer, San Jose 
Dewight Emery, Santa Clara 
Michael and Susan Ferry. Salinas 
Arvind Kumar, San Jose 
Heath Kyle, Gilroy 
Gary Litton. Stockton 
Joseph Martinez. San Jose 
The Phillips Family, San Jose 
Amy Purchase Reid. Morgan Hill 
John Rosica. Morgan Hill 
Judy Savastano. Morgan Hill 
Sandy Stanley, Morgan Hill 

We need your help to keep our membership list current and 
accurate. If you are a paid member. your Pam/nasa mailing 
label includes an expiration date. (No expiration date for life 
members and organizations.) If you have any questions re
garding your membership or if you would like to update your 
addres.~, please contact us. 

E-mail: 
Snail mail: 
Fax: 
Phone: 

PRA@CoePark.org 
9 100 East Dunne Avenue, Morgan Hill , CA 95037 
40sn 7S-5749 
40sn79-2728 

PRA Calendar 

Saturday & Sunday. March 10 & 21: The start of the 
Spring Programs at Coe Park. The sc hedule is inserted in 
this issue of the newsletter. Generally, there are hikes on 5al
urdays, an interpretive program on Saturday nights, and two 
wildflower walks on Sundays throughout Ihe spring season. 
Events are planned for both the Hunting Hollow and the main 
Morgan Hill entrances to the park. Please call thc Coe Park 
Visitor Center (408l779-272S) for more infonnation. 

Sal/INlay & Srmday. March 17 & 28: Join in a special PRA
sponsored weekend outing to Rock House Ridge. Overnight 
al Arnold Cabin on Saturday nighl. Please see the announce
ment on page 6 and contact Ranger Barry Breckling at the 
Coe Park Visitor Center (40Sn79-2728) for more infonnation. 

Saturday, April 12: Trail Day. Help work on trails in the 
park. For more infonnation, please contact Ranger Cameron 
Bowers (40Sn79-272S). 

Sawrday. & Sunday. April 24 & 25: Coe Bac kco untry 
Weekend. Always a sell-out. please submit your application 
fo r admittance by March 27, 2004. An application fonn is 
avai lable on our website: hllp ://www.coepark.orgl 
oresfimba-Jorm.pdJ 

Sunday. May 9: Mother ' s Day Brea kfast at Coe Park. Join 
us fo r this very popular event, which will be held this year at 
the Ridgeview camping area. Tickets will go on sa le on 
April 15. Please see our website for more information: 
Imp:/lwww.coefJark.orglmofhers-day.html. For more infonna
tion. please contact Lee Si ms (6501726-7547). 
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