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Occasionally people who visit the park in the winter ask why
so many of the trees are dead. They hadn't real ized that the
trees might just be sleeping; sleep and death do have their
similarities. Most of the broad-leafed trees in the park are deciduous. All their leaves drop off in the fall, and fresh new
leaves return the next spring, but during the winter the deciduous trees sleep.
The trees have good reasons for losing thei r leaves. In the
tropi cs, where sunshine a nd water a re ple ntiful, most
broad-leafed trees are evergreen. Since they can grow year
a rou nd in their environment, they have no need to drop all
their leaves in one season, As you go farther north, the win·
ter days become shorter and shorter. At a certain point, trees
have difficulty getting enough winter light to photosynthesize.
Also, the farther nonh you go, the colder it gelS, In very cold
areas, ground water is locked up as ice and is unusable.

From under
My Brim
by Barr y Br eckJing

Leaves of Fa ll
In most years, the hillsides of Coe Park, especia lly the
nonh-facing slopes, stan gelling good fall colors in October
and reach their prime in November. By December, the colorful
deciduous trees will have lost most of their [eaves. This year
the [eaves on many trees turned brown and started falling in
October. It looked like we were going to have an autumn
without good colors. Maybe the trees hadn't gotten enough
water due to last year's dry winter and even drier spring, nO{
to mention many hot, dry summer days. Then, in the first
week of November, the hills suddenly exploded with bright
yellows and oranges, not as many reds as last year, but still
spectacular. Even though I've lived in Coe Park fo r more than
a quarter century, I never cease to be surprised by the beauty
of each new season.

In temperate areas like ours, some species of broad- leafed
trees are able to stay green all year. In sheltered areas where
ground water does not freeze, broad-leafed trees can keep their
leaves year around, but they must have small, thick leaves that
can withstand freezing air temperatures. The leaves stay
green, but they aren·t able to photosynthesize or grow much
during the shon days of winter. Th e advantage that
Inside tltis iss ue. _ .
The Status of various development projects in the park
Cae Backcountry Weekend likely to be held in 2005

Light low. days slow. leaves are changing color.
Gray haze, shortened days. theforest's gelling dulle/:
Sap 's flow begins to slow as trees begin to slumber.
Sleep deep. deep sleep, neor-dearh shall trees encumber.
Tree lOpS, leaves drop to awaitiJlg forest flool:
Trees bare, but prepare, for spring to come ollce more.
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evergreen (rees have over deciduous (rees is that they don't
need to expend a great deal of energy growing new leaves
when spring arrives. While the leaves of deciduous trees are
just budding out, the leaves of evergreens are already busy
convening water, carbon dioxide, and the sun's energy into
sugar, food fo r a tree's growth.
Deciduous broad-leafed trees have the advantage of being
able to grow larger, more delicate leaves that can produce
more abundant food. But first they must expend Ihe energy
required to grow such luxurious new leaves each spring.
In the fall, the dwindling hours of daylight cause deciduous
trees to release a hormone that starts th e
buildup of a corky material between the twigs
and the leaves. As the
material grows inward,
the sap flow to the leaf is
eventuall y cut off. and
the leaf dies. Chlorophyll, which reflects the
green color we see in
leaves, needs co ns tant
water to survive. As its
moisture is cut off, the
chlorophyll dies, and
what remai ns are the red,
yellow, and orange pigments that were hidden
by the green of the chlorophyll, a nd also some
purple pigments that art
produced in response to
the shoner days.
In Coe Park we o rlen
have nice fall colors, al·
though not as spectacular or extensive as in the
deciduous forests of the Nonheast. The arrays of reds, pinks,
yellows, and browns in Poison Oak leaves are brilliant. This
common shrub is one of the earliest plants to change color
and lose jls leaves, Of our trees and shrubs, the Buckeye tree
is the only one that gives up its leaves earl ier than Poison
Oak. The Buckeye, with its large bright green leaves, looks
like it would be more at home in a tropical forest than on our
dry, sunny hills, but Buckeyes have developed clever strate·
gies for living in our climate. Their delicate leaves don't wai t
arou nd fo r the days to become short. Most of them are
brown by the end of August at Coe Park (and even earlier at
lower elevations). When the heal of late summer amves and
water is scarce, the Buckeye is no longer searching fo r waler.
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The beauty of the Buckeye is not in its fall leaves, which sim·
ply tum brown, droop, and fall, but in its early brighl green
leaves and its extraordinary candelabra fl ower heads thai
bloom in late spring.
Biglcaf Maples, which grow in the canyon bolloms and on
shady s lopes, have large leaves that tum brilliant yellow as fall
progresses. These handsome trees often provide our brightest
fall foliage, During some years, the Black Oaks, which grow
on north-facing slopes, have leaves mottled with bright red,
orange, yellow, and lingering green. In special fa ll years, for
just a few weeks, you can hike the ridges and slopes of Coe
Park and enjoy colors that many westerners would be sur·
prised to find in the
west.
The fall tree that I think
is the most brilliantly col·
orful might surprise some
people. It 's nOI a tree
that loses all its leaves in
the fall. It's an everg reen, a nd the mix of
colo rs allover the
tree is spectacular. The
bark is a cool, smooth,
reddish gold that is rich
and pleasant to the eye.
The orange to bright red
berries can be so thick
so me years that large
splotches of red decorate
the hillsides. A close-up
view of the Madrone can
be even more rewardi ng.
Sometimes we are awed
by the sp lendo r o r dis·
tant views in the fa ll , and
certai nly Coe Park is a
great place for views.
But, if you look down around your feet, you can find unexpected beauly in something as close by as a single fallen leaf.
If you're walking through a Madrone forest in the fa ll and
early winter, keep an eye out for freshly fallen Madrone
leaves. The trees drop their leaves a few at a time th roughout
the year, but they lose more in the fall and wi nter, and some
of those leaves are special treats. You can find individual
leaves that have a collage or the brightest colors you've ever
seen. Sit for a while and enjoy such a leaf. It will bring
sweetness to your soul.
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I am also happy to report that the public pay phone at Cee
Headquarters will soon be replaced. Than ks to the PRA.
which has made a lease agreement with Verizon to manage the
phone. The phone will be replaced in its origi nal location at
the Visitor Center.

Park News
J\1.ichael Ferry,
Supervising Ranger
Happy Holidays from Coe Park!
The leaves have turned, and the
rains have come carty. Accord ing
to Bany Breckling, C~ Headquarters had rece ived ove r seve n
inches of rain as of mid-November. I am sure the plants and
animals are enjoyi ng iL Let' s hope that the rain wi ll continue
through the spring so tnat we will nave a long display of
wildnowers.
I would like to thank all who partic ipated in this year's Tarantula Festival on October 2l1li. This event drew record attendance numbers and was a huge success. I was impressed
wi th the interpreti ve and educational activities for the children
and adults. There were lots of new learning experiences and
smi ling faces, including mi ne, as it was my fi rst time holding a
tarantula. This event has become very popular and will be a
challenge in the fu ture because of our limited parking space.
The move into the Kickham Ranch (Henry W. Coe State Park
Unit Offi ce) has been pushed back a few weeks due to delays
in installing telephone lines and other technical equipment.
We hope to be operating out of the office by the ~inning
of the new year, if not soone r. A big thanks to Randy
Neufeld. Rick Perez, and Ken Parrish, who have worked.-.chcir
tails off to make this happen. The fac ility will be very nice
once it is compl ete. The plans include a deck around thc offi ce with an approved ADA ramp, a picnic area with shaded
ramadas, parking arens, and interpretive panels. The plan is
to open thi s area to the:: publ ic, providing additional park access fo r visitors. We would also like to sell park merchandise
(maps. brochures. etc.) out of the offi ce with the help of volunteers. The surround ing area will be used as an equestrian
staging for the large speci al evcnts (e .g.• the North American
Trail Riders Conference ride, the Quicksil ver Endurance ride).

The Coe Backcountry Weekend (C BW) draft proposal was
completed by the CBW Committee and forwarded for approval
to Oistrict Superi ntendent Phil Jenkins in Monterey. Once
approved, the details will be forthcoming. A big thank you to
the commi ttee for their continuing hard work on this project.
On De<:ember 3-ti, PRA board mcmbers Barbara Bessey and
Kevi n Gilmanin and I will be spendi ng the weekend at the
beautiful Asilomar conference grounds in Pacific Grove attending a Cooperating Association Partnership Workshop. This
workshop pro vides a special opportunity to meet stale park
cooperating associations from all over the state. This workshop wiil enable sharing of information on current laws pertaining to associations and identi fying the tools avai lable to
inereasc organizational effecti veness in supporting interpretive
programming.
Congratulations to the PRA, which received an award at the
CALPA (Cali fo mia l eague of Park Associations) 2004 conference in Malibu in October. The PRA received the award fo r
the best map by an association. PRA board member Dennis
Piaion was on hand to receive the award. Greal job! Stay
tuned for an updated version of the map, as revisions are currently underway_by the trlllp committee.
On behalf of the Cali fornia State Parks and the Coe staff,
would like to thank all or you ror your commitment and hard
work over the past year. I look forward 10 seeing all of you at
the PRA Annual Meeting on February 5'~.
Best of holiday happiness and cheers to all !
Cl 2004 California State Parks

The:: Dowdy Ranch proj ect has slowed down for the season.
Construction wiil be mini mized through the winter and finished up in the spring wi th a completion date sometime in
early summer. The date that it will be opened to the public is
still unknown at this time.
The new restroom/shower facility going in at the Cae Headquarters campground is still underway with a new ground
breaking date in the beginning of January. The location of
the facili ty will be at campsite NI. A replacement of site 1# 1
will be relocated in the campground.
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New Members through October

PRA C alendar

by Margaret Mary McBride

SalU/"{!ay, February 5, 2005: PRA Annual M eeting. All PRA
We are pleased to welcome the Dew mem bers listed below.

Thank you for your suppon. and welcome 10 the Pine Ridge
Association!
Boklund Family, San Jose
Michael Cadigan, El Granada
Donald J. Irvi ng, San Jose
1ubilee Menzies, San Jose
Faye O'Connor, San Leandro
Chris Renz, Redwood City
Andrea Reyes-On iz, Morgan Hill
Mary Robertson..cos lett, Goleta
Philip & Ligaya Strenfel, Morgan Hill

members are in vited to attend the assoc iation 's annual meeti ng
and graduation of the new class of unifonned voluntee rs.
More infonnation wi ll be sent to PRA members in January.
Sulllr,/ny, March 19: Think Spring a t Coe Park. This weekend marks the beginning of the interpretive programs at Coe
Park. There are generally hikes on Saturdays, an evening program at the Visitor Center on Saturday evenings, and wildflowe r walks on Sundays. Some activities are also planned to
start at the Hunting Hollow entrance to the parle Call the Visitor Center for additional infonnation (40Sn79-272S).

We need your help to keep our membership list cum:nt and
accumte. If you are a paid member, yo ur Ponderosa mail ing
label includes an expiration date. (No expiration date for life
members and organizations.) If you have any questions regard ing yo ur membership or if you would li ke to"updale your
address, please comact us.
E-mail:
Snail mai l:
Fax:
Phone:

PRA@CoePark.org
9100 Enst Dunne Ave., Morgan Hill.
4081778-5749

95037

4081779·2728
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Music of the Earth: A Remembrance of Sad a Coe

Mlls ic of the Earlh

by Barbara Bessey
It is December, and most of us are thinking about the upcom-

ing holiday season. But did you also remember that December is the month in which Sada Coe was bo rn? As Sada
wrote in her book titled L OSl Trails of San/a Clara, " the year
1910 does not seem to be such a very long time ago, but in
the cold dark month of December, 1 suddenly came howling
into the world. It was a peaceful world then, except for my
ti ny voice, and everyone was happy. The clock at that time
was not an important master, o nly the hours of daylight and
darkness guided the activities of one's daily routine."
We have much to be thankful for. In 195], Sada donated the
parcel of land (12.230 acres) o n which the Ranch House is
now si tuated to Santa Clara County to be preserved as a memorial to her father a nd to the other cattl e ranchers in
Cal ifornia. The land subsequently was passed to the State of
Cal ifornia, and Henry W. Cae Slate Park is now the largest
state park in northern Califo rnia. You can find the memorial
that Sada left for her father if you fo llow the Monument Trail
for about half a mile to the tOp of the ridge. As part of her
inscription, she wrote: "May these quiet hills bring peace to
the souls of those who are seeking."
Sada would probably have been horrified at the prospect that
the land that she loved and held so dear would be considered
as a place where dams or high speed rails could trespass.
But, in the past two years, that is what we have had to face.
As we considered the implications of dams in the park or a
high-speed rail through the wilderness area, the clock was
ticking fo r us; daylight and darkness didn't matter. For now,
at least, we think Coe Park is safe. However, we need 10 continue to be vigilant; otherwise we canno t safeguard the park
so that future generations can enjoy it in the same way we
have been able to.

Stirring from the eanh is music!
A symphony in every li ving thing!
The very smallest growing n OwCfS
Bring the songs of spring.
The bitler cold of winter,
Displaying naked trees,
Sings a haunting rhythm
Of nature's great reality.
Music from the earth and sky,
From the boundless oceans deep!
Rhythm of the uni verse,
Bringing joyous laughter,
Bowing heads to weep!
This is nature's symphony,
Deep and stirring every life.
Reaching far beyond us,
To the distant stars that glitter
From the darleness of the night.
Lifting now our heads to hear it,
Opening wide OUf h.eans,
Each of us in our small way
Playing but a tiny part.
You! And you! And you out yonder.
Each a grea! musician be,
In this music of !he earth and sky;
Nature's greatest symphony!

Although I never met Sada, I am certain that I would have
liked her. I am especially drawn to her poem titled Mllsic of
Ihe Earth. It embodies fo r me the optimism !hat each of us
can make a difference-whether it is !o preserve Coe Parle or
to safeguard endangered species or do whatever you th ink
will help the planet. Here are her words:

Happy Holidays to you!
May 2005 bring you peace, good
health, and ...
much happiness!
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