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A Place of Refuge
In 1955, Sada Coe Robinson, in an extremely generous gesture, gave her ranch, Pine Ridge, to the people of
California, thus providing the heart of what is today the second largest state park in California. Sada was a
woman of vision; she knew the way of life she had known as a girl was gone forever, and that people need places of wilderness to balance the hectic world of modern life.
These were her prophetic words on the day of dedication: “May these quiet hills bring peace to the souls of
those who are seeking.” Henry W. Coe State Park – a place of refuge.
In 2021, the Alameda Tesla Expansion Area was deemed too environmentally sensitive to be added to the Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area. A bill, SB155, was passed in the California state legislature that endangers “these quiet hills” and would change Henry W. Coe State Park forever.

SB155
SEC. 21
Section 5090.42 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read;
5090.42.
(a) For purposes of this section, “land” means the land known as the “Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area,” which
encompasses approximately 3,100 acres in the County of Alameda and is currently part of Carnegie State
Vehicular Recreation Area.
(b) (1) The department shall use the designation process, pursuant to Article 1.7 (commencing with Section
5019.50) of Chapter 1, and planning process, pursuant to Section 5002.2, to determine the best use of the
land. The land shall not be designated as a state vehicular recreation area, as defined in Section 5090.14.1.
(2) One million dollars ($1,000,000) shall be transferred from the General Fund to the State Parks and
Recreation Fund, established pursuant to Section 5010, to be used for the purposes of paragraph (1).
(c) (1) Twenty-nine million eight hundred thousand dollars ($29,800,000) shall be transferred from the General
Fund to the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund, established pursuant to Section 38225 of the Vehicle Code,
to be used in accordance with this chapter, including the acquisition and development of properties
to expand off-highway vehicle recreation and where quality recreation opportunities for off-highway
motor vehicles may be provided.
(2) When considering acquisition and development of properties to expand off-highway vehicle recreation
opportunities, the department may prioritize properties that have potential to serve large urban areas
such as the Bay Area and Central Valley, offer potential recreational opportunities for off highway vehicle
recreation, and potential opportunities for motorized access to nonmotorized recreation.
Properties for consideration may include areas within existing State Parks and State Recreation Areas,
including, but not limited to, Henry Coe State Park. The department shall not consider the AlamedaTesla Expansion Area in this process.
If you are concerned, please consider contacting California’s Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Commission – ohv.parks.ca.gov, or the Director of California State Parks, Armando Quintero, at the California Department of Parks and Recreation, P.O. Box 942896, Sacramento, California 94296-0001.
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California State Library - Parks Pass

Continued on page 5...
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California State Library - Parks Pass, continued...
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Woodrats

Creatures of Coe

By Joseph Belli

Woodrats have the misfortune of being lumped in with brown rats (Rattus norvegicus) and roof rats (Rattus
rattus) as contemptible vermin. Those two species are the rats of urban legend, the brazen rodents of New
York City, with beady eyes, scaly tails, and superior survival instincts. They arrived from the Old World, stowing away on ships before taking root many times over in a new continent. Throughout their Eurasian homeland, they’d made life miserable for mankind for centuries, ruining food and transmitting disease. The Black
Death, an especially virulent outbreak of bubonic plague, spread via a bacterium in the fleas of brown and roof
rats. In just four years (1347-1351) that pandemic depopulated Europe, claiming an astonishing 30 to 60 percent of the region’s population and 5 to 40 percent of the global population. Serious outbreaks erupted for the
next several centuries, changing the course of Western Civilization and world history.
Woodrats have a much less notorious history. In fact, their contributions to history may actually be beneficial,
as we’ll see later. They also don’t share the noxious traits of non-native rats, which prosper in our presence.
Woodrats might hole up in an attic or an abandoned cabin but they don’t take to cities or suburbs, preferring
natural landscapes. They’re neither colonial nor particularly social, and they’re not especially prolific. And
while they’ve been known to harbor Hantavirus, they’re not considered significant disease vectors, possibly
due to their solitary nature.
Woodrats have larger ears and eyes than non-native rats, and their tails are furred rather than scaly. All of
this gives them a softer, cuter look, like that of overgrown deer mice. Woodrats are also known as pack rats or
trade rats for their habit of carrying off and caching all sorts of items, both natural (sticks, bones, leaves) and
man-made (bits of glass, plastic, trinkets of all kinds). These items, along with food, are stored in their lairs.
***
There’s no place like home.
That was the takeaway line from a long-ago movie, though it could just as well have been written about woodrats, which fashion substantial dwellings out of sticks, twigs, and other material. Those structures are usually
erected on the ground, but can also be situated in trees up to 50 feet high. They’re largely impregnable, and
can attain impressive size: up to seven feet high and nearly as wide. Besides providing a home for woodrats,
they house a host of other creatures as well—reptiles, amphibians, small mammals, and all sorts of invertebrates. Peromyscus californicus, a species of deer mouse, is known by two common names: California mouse
and parasitic mouse, the latter for its habit of using woodrat nests as refuge. Interestingly, despite the large
size, woodrat nests house few woodrats—with the exception of females raising litters, many dens provide a
home for just one. Those houses outlast their occupants; they can be used for centuries, passed down from
mothers to offspring.
They aren’t haphazard; they’re well-organized, with separate compartments for sleeping, food storage, cached
items, and a latrine. Those cached items constitute a midden, and woodrat middens have proven to be gold
mines of information. When nests are occupied by generation after generation, the middens become layered,
with the recent material on top and older items on bottom. Woodrats often urinate on their middens, and in
arid regions that urine dries and crystallizes, preserving the plant material within. Radiocarbon dating has
been used at middens in the desert southwest to trace such material back 40,000 years, giving climatologists
and paleobotanists glimpses into the changes in plant communities and dry/wet cycles over time. The effects of
ice ages and warming trends are all revealed in those middens, as well as the ebb and flow of plant species
and vegetation communities.
***

Continued on page 7...
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Woodrats, continued...
The primary woodrat species in Coe is the dusky-footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes), occurring from northern
Baja California to the Columbia River, along the coast and inland to lower elevations in the Sierra Nevada and
Cascades. They’re most common in forests and oak woodlands, especially those featuring live oaks. They have
a broad diet, munching all kinds of vegetation, from fungi to poison oak leaves. They make shrewd use of bay
trees, removing the leaves and placing them around their nests as a flea repellent, for bay leaves contain a
chemical compound toxic to fleas. Dusky-footed woodrats are found throughout Coe, but are probably most
abundant in the more heavily-forested western section.
A second species, Bryant’s woodrat (Neotoma bryanti), may also inhabit the park. Formerly considered desert
woodrats (Neotoma lepida), they were declared a separate species following recent DNA analysis. Bryant’s
woodrats are found in inland areas from southern California to eastern Alameda County. Creatures of dry,
open habitats, they avoid woodlands, and are slightly smaller than dusky-footed woodrats, with feet that are
light rather than dark. Otherwise, the two look very similar. The main difference between the two is habitat
preference. If Bryant’s woodrats exist in the park they would most likely be found in the eastern section where
the habitat is more suitable.
***
On balance, woodrats have a lot more pluses than minuses. They’re not much of a disease vector, they do little
damage to crops or food, and their crimes against structures and machines are rather light—they may chew
some cables and wiring, but that’s about it. Yes, they may make off with small valuables if you happen to leave
things out at night while camping, but I’ll argue that, given the wealth of information they leave behind in
their middens, woodrats give us much more than they take. Plus, they eat poison oak. What’s not to like?
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Copper Fever
By Teddy Goodrich, PRA Historian
The New Burra Burra Mine and the Blue Ridge Mining District
On April 12, 1861, Confederate troops fired on Fort Sumter in South Carolina’s Charleston harbor, precipitating a long and costly war between the states. The more industrial North was better equipped for warfare, yet
there was one area in which they were grossly lacking in a much needed resource – copper! Copper was not
only needed for the manufacture of bronze for cannons, it was absolutely necessary for the manufacture of percussion caps for bullets. 90% of the copper used during the Civil War was supplied by the Copper Basin in
Confederate Tennessee.
Then someone started a rumor that a vein of copper ran the length of the Diablo Range, and the race to find it
was on!
The New Burra Burra mine was discovered by P.K. Dow, a physician, and Joseph Goodridge, a miner from
San Jose. An article in the Alta, June 20, 1863 indicates that the men were “out prospecting and became lost.
During their search for home they were fortunate discoverers of this rich mine, and it will prove, beyond a
doubt, a rich fortune to them.” Situated on the southwestern slope of Burra Burra Peak, there were originally
two horizontal shafts about 15 feet apart. Both have been covered by landslides, though a bright yellow state
park sign still warns Danger – Stay Out! The mineral they found was malachite, a copper ore, that occurs frequently in blue schist stones on Burra Burra. A small amount of excavated material is visible below the mining operation.
The New Burra Burra Copper Mining Company was incorporated on June 20, 1863 with a Capitol Stock of
$990,000 divided into 9,900 shares of par value $100. each. The corporation’s trustees had impressive resumes, among them was Joseph Belden, first mayor of San Jose, Levi Goodrich, a prominent San Jose architect, and D. Huber, well known Gilroy physician.
There is no existing information about the circumstances that led to the creation of the Blue Ridge Mining
District, but if visitors look closely at the serpentine area along Steer Ridge Road, they will see evidence of
“test pits” on both sides of the road. The incorporation of the Blue Ridge Mining District followed Burra Burra
by several months, August 27, 1863. A more modest Capital Stock, $510,000, was divided into 5,100 shares
with a par value of $100. each. Many of the same names appear as trustees, but this time they include several
local Gilroy businessmen of more modest means, among them Wm. C. Bennett, a butcher, and Wm. Furlong, a
carpenter.
Stock in both corporations was purchased on the margin, and trouble was not far behind. By February 1864, a
notice of sale of delinquent stocks appeared in the San Jose Mercury. “To be sold at auction, shares purchased
by:” followed by a list of names, many of them the trustees of the original incorporation.
Both the Burra Burra Mine and the Blue Ridge Mining District appear on the 1866 map of the Pueblo of San
Jose, but they were soon forgotten. Neither the Burra Burra Mine nor the Mining District appear on the 1870,
1890, or 1902 maps of Santa Clara County. They do not appear on the Federal Survey map of 1881 or in the
field nots taken by the surveyors.
If you are curious, the remains of the Burra Burra mine are easily reached from the Dowdy Ranch when the
Dowdy Ranch visitor center is open. The trail begins just off Kaiser Aetna Road on the southeastern slopes of
Burra Burra Peak. The mines are close to the southwest side of the peak, and the bright yellow “Danger” sign
and the dump of excavated material will reveal their location. The hike around the peak is about 3 miles and
offers splendid views to the south of the Quien Sabe Volcanic Field and to the north and east, of the interior of
the park.
The Blue Ridge Mining District is accessed from Hunting Hollow, a much longer hike to Steer Ridge either via
Spike Jones Trail, Jim Donnelly Trail or the Old Wagon Road.
Continued on page 9...
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Copper Fever, continued...

A portion of the 1866 map of the Pueblo of San Jose
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New Coe Park Map
By Sue Dekalb
The map of Henry W. Coe State Park that the Pine Ridge Association sells is one of the best State Park maps
available. Based on the current stock of 2013 maps that the PRA has left to sell, it is quickly approaching the
time where we need to order more of the current version of the map or we need to create an updated version
for 2022. We would like to solicit your input so we come up with the best updated map possible.
We are looking for feedback on issues with the current version like missing or incorrect trails, springs, confusing elements, etc. We have a tight schedule to keep in order to get updates done and a new map created before
we need to order more maps. The deadline for your input will be June 15th. That should allow you enough
time to respond.
Please be advised that we may not be able accommodate all suggestions. Requirements from State Parks concerning protected and sensitive areas will determine whether suggested changes can be implemented or not.
There might also be time constraints that will not allow us enough time to incorporate a particular change.
Suggestions for inclusion of trails that are not in the trails database will be rejected. Many other trails appear
in Open Street Maps but these are not official trails and cannot be included.
We will also be looking for a beautiful new photo for the front of the map. The photo will need to be cropped to
a 2.75:1 vertical aspect ratio. A portrait rather than landscape aspect ratio. Pixels are important for high resolution images on the final map, so bigger is better. The current photo is 9.25 x 3.75 on the map so something
that would fit that space would be good. I am sure we can deal with most file types. The deadline for submitting photos will be September 30th, 2022.
Please send your suggestions and photos to MapCommittee@coepark.net. Your input is important to us so
please speak up and help us come up with a great new map.

Hoover Lake
By Teddy Goodrich, PRA Historian
Hoover Lake was named for Theodore Jesse
Hoover, mining engineer and oldest brother of
President Herbert Hoover. “In 1905 . . . . he explored and mapped the area around the lake
during the summers of 1904 and 1905 while
serving as manager of the Standard Consolidated Mines.*” Hoover Lake is located in section 17,
T9sR5e. Section 17 was a railroad section and
was purchased by Horace Willson for $2.50 and
acre in 1890. The lake is the product of more
recent ownership.
*Encyclopedia Britannica
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Spotted at Coe - Pigs
By Susan Ferry - Environmental Scientist, CA State Parks
Wild boar are an extremely destructive invasive animal at Henry Coe (as well as the rest of the country.) The
majority of the pigs at Coe are Russian boars as opposed to feral pigs that descended from domesticated swine.
In the early 1700’s the Spanish brought pigs to California, many escaping and becoming feral. In the 1920’s, a
Monterey County landowner introduced Russian boars to the area for hunting purposes. Russian ridgebacks
are much larger and mostly black as opposed to the smaller, often spotted or brown feral pigs. These two frequently breed, creating a feral/Russian boar hybrid. They can breed up to twice a year, having litters anywhere from 5-12 piglets. The females, or sows, will travel with their babies in a group called a sounder. Male
pigs, when they reach maturity, will leave the sounder and mostly travel alone or with one or two other boars.
Pigs are omnivores, so eat almost anything. Their favorite food is acorns, so you will see a lot of rooting under
the oak trees in the fall. When the ground is soft, they will use their noses to rototill the meadows in search of
grubs, bulbs, insects, or whatever they can find. They will eat the oats off the grasses in spring, and are
known to eat fish, birds or other animals as they are available. Currently, wild boar are in 56 of the state’s 58
counties.

Continued on page 12...
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Spotted at Coe - Pigs, continued...

12

Raincoats and Rubber Boots
By Chere Bargar
The day started out clear and chilly. Kids enjoyed floating ducks and boats and playing in the creek. They
learned about newts and some insects that live in the water, went on a scavenger hunt, found out about Coe
Park geology and how it relates to candy. Children made fobs out of beads while they learned about the rain
cycle. The mountain bike challenge course is always very popular. In the afternoon we had a welcome rain
shower. Many took shelter under the popups, but all the kids who were playing in the creek just kept on playing. A big thank you to all the volunteers who made this event possible.

Continued on page 14...
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Raincoats and Rubber Boots, continued...

.

14

In Memorium - Judy Mason
By Barry Breckling and Lee Sims

I'm very sorry to report that long-time volunteer Judy Mason recently passed away. She was one of my best
friends, and those who knew her will never forget her enthusiasm for life. The day after I got the sad news, I
was going through a knickknack drawer and found a pin, a button with an image of a hand holding a wildflower bouquet. On top of the image is a red circle and a slash. It's the park's "Don't pick the wildflowers" button.
In larger form, the image was used on signs that were placed at trailheads. The art work was done by Judy.
The coincidence of coming across the pin, when I did, reminded me of an extraordinary sixth sense Judy
seemed to have.
The first time I met Judy and her husband, Don, was the first time they visited the park. They walked into the
visitor center and told us that they'd just seen a snake with red, black, and white bands, a Mountain
Kingsnake. We trotted out on the Corral Trail to the spot where they'd seen the snake, but it was gone. I had
never seen one, had been hoping to see one for years, and now these Johnny-come-latelies found one on their
first trip to the park. How could they be so lucky? Could she have some sort of clairvoyance that led to the encounter?
When wildflowers were in bloom, Judy and Don made regular trips to the park. He always had his camera,
and she always had her wildflower books. In 1983 they both became uniformed volunteers. Over the years, Judy put in over 5,000 volunteer hours, and one year she was awarded the Golden Bear award for her outstanding contributions to the park. She added to the park's plant list, did art work for the park's tree and shrub
books, and participated enthusiastically in all the park events and social gatherings.
When Judy returned to headquarters after experiencing an especially fine day in the park, she sometimes said
that this was one of her "wrap 'em up days." Eventually I asked her what she meant by that phrase. She explained that after experiencing such a day, she would wrap it up and save it for less happy times when she
could unwrap it to cheer herself up.
Back to her sixth sense. One sunny morning, a group of us climbed into a jeep and headed out on a mission to
search for Silk Tassel, a shrub that is quite uncommon in the park. We were proceeding at a snail's pace along
Blue Ridge Road when, all of a sudden, Judy said, "Stop here!" She got out of the jeep, walked down the
hillside and found a Silk Tassel shrub that had not been visible from the road. What kind of magic was that?
She did the same serendipitous thing on the Thomas addition, somehow leading us to a population of the rare
Mt. Hamilton Jewelflower, a plant that had never been seen before in the park. Her love for plants seemed to
have given her a magical botanical divining rod.
Barry
Continued on page 16...
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In Memorium - Judy Mason, continued...
I had the good fortune to get to know Judy as we collaborated on the Shrubs of Coe Park and then the Trees of
Coe Park. But I first met her in 1983, along with her husband, Don, as an active, excitable (in front of flowers),
dedicated, talented and focused new volunteer. The volunteer program was in its third year and her interest in
the botanical aspects of the park enhanced the limited interpretative material then available.
For the Shrubs book Judy enthusiastically worked for hours on drawing the leaves of all the shrubs of the
park. She visited arboretums, Grant Park and of course the back country of Coe to accurately represent them
and help me in developing identification keys. This same energy and attention to detail spilled over to the
Trees book. She would correct, criticize and advise without any malice or sense of superiority. She always
wanted to share her knowledge and her skills, including leading wildflower hikes and exploring the back country on resource inventory weekends.
In springtime, a hike with Judy could take forever as almost every flower had to be looked at, examined, criticized and loved. I remember a backpack trip with Don and Barry Breckling in the East Bay regional parks
where, with lots of blooms, it would take an hour, it seemed, to go 50 yards. That was Judy, her backpack still
on, lying on the ground examining a bloom: that was her love of flowers and Spring and her kind, inquisitive
nature.
When Judy came to Coe, the young park was just getting its feet on the ground. She helped the park stand tall
and offered its beauty and wonders to all visitors. She has left a deep and memorable mark on the park and
the people she worked with through her art and her energy.
Lee
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* * * Upcoming Events at Coe * * *
Please check website coepark.net for latest updates to scheduled events.

Coit Camp Weekend - May 27 - May 30
The Pine Pidge Association is offering an organized campout in the interior of Henry Coe Park. Here is your
Chance to camp and ride or hike some of the remote and less traveled trails out of reach of most day users.
Coit Camp Campout (coepark.net)

Ranch Day - June 5
Bring the family and learn about Ranch Life and the Ranch Animals. There will be all kinds of animals to
see and pet including horses big and small. Wander through exhibits and see what life was like on the ranch.
There will be lots of crafts for the kids too.

Hunting Hollow 5/10K Fun Run and Walk - June 11
The Hunting Hollow 5K/10K Run/Walk in Henry Coe Park follows a fairly flat dirt trail through beautiful
late spring flowers, green hills, majestic oaks, sycamores and bay trees. It’s a beautiful day to be out in
nature. It will be a pleasant run for those with a competitive spirit or a delightful meditative walk by
yourself or with your best friend.
Hunting Hollow 5K/10K (coepark.net)

.
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The Ponderosa Over The Years
By Margaret Mary McBride
All existing issues of The Ponderosa have been on the Coe Park website for some time. Now an index of articles in those issues has been prepared and is (or will be) on the website to make it easier for readers to find
what they are interested in and to avail themselves of all the history and knowledge contained therein.
A few years after The Pine Ridge Association was established in 1975, Ranger Barry Breckling envisioned a
newsletter for the PRA and proposed the title The Ponderosa. The fledgling issue was published March 1979.
Reading past issues of The Ponderosa, especially the early issues, shows the tremendous dedication, work and
creativity of a relatively small group. Articles from those early days reflect deep consideration of the purpose
of the PRA. Henry W. Coe State Park, current PRA members, uniformed volunteers and park visitors owe so
much to those who had vision and acted on that vision.
There was humor and fun as well. Ranger Barry wrote a series entitled From Under My Brim. Playing on that
theme, maintenance personnel wrote articles entitled From the Outhouse Door about projects and From Under My Lid musing about what people left behind in trash cans. If you want a good laugh, read Tom Derryberry’s poem (March 1989) about his move from the maintenance residence on Pine Ridge.
Coe Park, the PRA and the volunteer program have evolved tremendously, probably more than those PRA pioneers could have envisioned. In 1979 PRA membership dues were $2.00 per year. In 1980 there were eight
volunteers who worked weekends in the museum. The annual meeting could be held in someone’s living room.
In 1984 the PRA bank balance was $2,718.
The PRA has been there to assist and support the Department of Parks and Recreation and Coe Park. The
park has certainly grown in size. An article in the June 1985 issue discussed the PRA’s long involvement in
the expansion of the park beginning in 1978. Some of the challenges the park has faced could not have been
foreseen. An April 1984 earthquake damaged the bridge over Anderson Reservoir causing the park to be
closed to visitors until repairs were completed in November or December. Other challenges came in the form of
proposals made by those who saw Coe Park as useful for their purposes.
Can you imagine damming Coyote Creek just downstream of China Hole? Think about that.
How about a bullet train speeding through the Orestimba Wilderness? (Late Spring 2004)
There have been a number of articles over years on the subject of dams in the park. The Early Spring 2003
issue included a map of four sites proposed to create a reservoir in the park. That article described how one of
those sites, referred to by some as The China Hole Dam, would back up water seven miles on the East Fork of
Coyote Creek, about four miles on the Middle Fork and on the Little Fork would inundate Rock House Canyon, Little Long Canyon and other drainages.
In Spring 2000 Winslow Briggs wrote: “Henry W. Coe State Park … is your park. Explore it, enjoy it and protect it. For future generations you can do nothing less.”
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New PRA Members
We are pleased to welcome the new members listed below. Thank you for your support.
We need your help to keep our membership list current and accurate. If you have any questions regarding
your membership or to let us know of any change of address, please contact us.
Thomas Flaherty, Concord, CA
Charles Tierney, San Ramon, CA
Richard Kaiser, Campbell, CA
Rex Sanders, Aptos, CA
Christine Smith, Los Gatos, CA
Laura Azzaro, Aptos, CA
Marian Stone and Andrea McLaughlin, Morgan Hill, CA
Samuel Maestas and family, Elk Grove, CA

Email: pra-membership@coepark.net
U.S. mail: 9100 East Dunne Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037
http://coepark.net/pineridgeassociation/join

Find Us On Social Media!
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Pine Ridge Association
Henry W. Coe State Park
9100 East Dunne Avenue
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

PRA Board of Directors

Contributors for this issue

Paul Gillot, President
Michael Ingrassia, Vice President
Steve McHenry, Secretary
Rick Casey, Treasurer
Dan Benefiel
Carl Gohmann
Joe Machado
Jeff Zolotar
John Thatcher, Chair of the Volunteer Committee
Stuart Organo, Supervising Ranger

Sue Harwager, publisher
Patrick Goodrich, co-editor
Teddy Goodrich, co-editor, author
Chere Bargar, author, photographer
Joseph Belli, author
Barry Breckling, author, photographer
Sue Dekalb, author
Susan Ferry, author, photographer
Margaret Mary McBride, author
Virginia Rhodas, photographer
Molly Shaw, photographer (cover)
Lee Sima, author
Merav Vonshak, photographer (woodrat)
Pauline Wood, new membership,
mailing list

The Ponderosa is a quarterly publication of the Pine Ridge Association. The PRA’s mission is to enhance and
enrich the public’s experience at Henry W. Coe State Park through education and interpretation. Articles and
artwork relating to the natural history, history, and management of the park are welcome. Also, interested in
volunteering? Email John Thatcher, jthatcher1201@gmail.com.
Please send submissions and ideas to the editor at: PRAnewsletter3@gmail.com
Deadline for the next issue: July 31, 2022
© 2022 The Pine Ridge Association

