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A Place of Refuge  
 

 

In 1955, Sada Coe Robinson, in an extremely generous gesture, gave her ranch, Pine Ridge, to the people of 

California, thus providing the heart of what is today the second largest state park in California. Sada was a 

woman of vision; she knew the way of life she had known as a girl was gone forever, and that people need plac-

es of wilderness to balance the hectic world of modern life.  

 

These were her prophetic words on the day of dedication: òMay these quiet hills bring peace to the souls of 

those who are seeking.ó Henry W. Coe State Park ð a place of refuge. 

 

In 2021, the Alameda Tesla Expansion Area was deemed too environmentally sensitive to be added to the Car-

negie State Vehicular Recreation Area. A bill, SB155, was passed in the California state legislature that en-

dangers òthese quiet hillsó and would change Henry W. Coe State Park forever. 

 

SB155  
 

SEC. 21 

Section 5090.42 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read;  

 

5090.42. 

(a) For purposes of this section, òlandó means the land known as the òAlameda-Tesla Expansion Area,ó which 

encompasses approximately 3,100 acres in the County of Alameda and is currently part of Carnegie State 

Vehicular Recreation Area.  

(b) (1) The department shall use the designation process, pursuant to Article 1.7 (commencing with Section 

5019.50) of Chapter 1, and planning process, pursuant to Section 5002.2, to determine the best use of the 

land. The land shall not be designated as a state vehicular recreation area, as defined in Section 5090.14.1.  

      (2) One million dollars ($1,000,000) shall be transferred from the General Fund to the State Parks and   

      Recreation Fund, established pursuant to Section 5010, to be used for the purposes of paragraph (1).  

(c)  (1) Twenty-nine million eight hundred thousand dollars ($29,800,000) shall be transferred from the General  

      Fund to the Off -Highway Vehicle Trust Fund, established pursuant to Section 38225 of the Vehicle Code,  

      to be used in accordance with this chapter, including the acquisition and development of properties  

      to expand off -highway vehicle recreation and where quality recreation opportunities for off -highway  

      motor vehicles may be provided.  

      (2) When considering acquisition and development of properties to expand off -highway vehicle recreation  

      opportunities, the department may prioritize properties that have potential to serve large urban areas  

      such as the Bay Area and Central Valley, offer potential recreational opportunities for off highway vehicle  

      recreation, and potential opportunities for motorized access to nonmotorized recreation .  

      Properties for consideration may include areas within existing State Parks and State Recreation Areas,  

      including, but not limited to, Henry Coe State Park .  The department shall not consider the Alameda - 

      Tesla Expansion Area in this process.  

  

If you are concerned, please consider contacting Californiaõs Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Commis-

sion ð ohv.parks.ca.gov, or the Director of California State Parks, Armando Quintero, at the California Depart-

ment of Parks and Recreation, P.O. Box 942896, Sacramento, California 94296 -0001. 
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California State Library - Parks Pass  


