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Broad -footed Mole  
By Joseph Belli  
 

 

Moles donõt enjoy a savory reputation. Theyõre seen as lowly, bumbling creatures; primitive garden pests rele-

gated to a simple underground life. In actuality, moles are among the least -studied mammals in North Ameri-

ca, and our perception of them happens to be not only riddled with errors, but a prolonged case of mistaken 

identity.  

Moles, much to their detriment, have long been confused with gophers. Since both dwell underground, it prob-

ably comes wi th the ter r i tory. Gophers are rodents having l i t t le in common with moles besides subter ranean 

habitat. Consider the phrase òwhack-a-mole.ó It originated as the name of a childrenõs game, in which the goal 

is to hit moles over the head as they pop out of their burrows. Iõm not going to take issue with that from an 

animal -rights perspective, nor rail against the cotton -candy brainlessness of a game that promotes no creative 

or thought -processing skills.  No, what leaves me shaking my head is simply that theyõve got the wrong critter. 

The gameõs cover depicts cartoon gophers, not moles, but òwhack-a-gopheró doesnõt exactly roll off the tongue. 

In all the confusion, itõs moles that end up getting the short end of the stick, or mallet in this case.          

Moles arenõt even remotely related to gophers. Theyõre insectivores, not rodents, kin to shrews and impressive-

ly adapted to life below the surface. They have a streamlined body, and their forepaws, which are wider than 

they are long, feature prominent claws for digging. Those paws have been likened to fins which navigate 

through soil. So specialized are they that moles cannot place their front paws palm -side down in order to walk. 

Moles are also, for all practical purposes, blind. Their eyes are minuscule and rudimentary, functioning to de-

tect light but unable to discern detail, and while moles have a long snout, smell is not their most developed 

sense. Moles perceive the world primarily through touch, for those lengthy snouts house a tactile receptor 

called an Eimerõs organ. Less obvious adaptations include large lungs and high red blood cell volume to deal 

with lower oxygen and higher carbon dioxide levels underground.   

Among the other adaptations to fossorial life is one that, in past circles, ascribed to moles some economic val-

ue: their pelage. Mole fur is dense, velvety, and coveted for being non -directional. Most mammals have coats 

aligned towards the tail, and brushing such fur forward gave rise to the term òto rub the wrong way.ó Mole fur 

doesnõt orient in any direction, and that boosted its value. As far back as the 1700s, Europeans lined gloves 

and fashioned hats out of mole fur, and mole coats even became a fad in the UK after Queen Alexandra popu-

larized them. They never caught on like those of sable or mink, because it took a lot of moles ñ500 or moreñto 

make a coat. And if youõre wondering about moleskin, confusion again reigns, for the material hikers use to 

ward off foot blisters is actually a cotton -based fabric.  

Thereõs also misunderstanding surrounding their diet. Moles arenõt plant eaters, showing no interest in roots 

or bulbs, let alone green vegetation above the surface. Moles donõt wreak havoc on gardens, feeding instead on 

invertebrates, particularly earthworms. Captive moles have eaten hamburger, and, in at least one instance, 

Alpo. Iõm not sure if I find it funny or cruel that someone would feed Alpo to a moleñor a dog, now that I think 

about it.  Captive moles display prodigious appetites, consuming more than their weight daily. Better make 

that a Double -Double.  

 

That diet, and formidable appetite, influences their ecology. Since worms arenõt nearly as plentiful as vegeta-

tion, moles have low population densities. A rough estimate would be one per acre. On top of that, theyõre soli-

tary and territorial. They spread themselves out; thereõs no such thing as a mole colony. Theyõre also not very 

prolific; moles breed just once per year, and litters contain 2 -5 pups. When, after a couple of months, the young 

come of age, they disperse to find their own territory. It is during dispersal that they are most vulnerable, for 

their pilgrimage takes place above ground. Ensconced in burrows, moles are quite safe, but on the surface 

theyõre exposed to a multitude of predators, from snakes and birds of prey to weasels, foxes, bobcats, and of 

course cats and dogs. The size and shape of a Twinkie, moles are about as defenseless as one. They have tiny, 

sharp teeth, but being blind, slow, and rather rigid, moles are in a world of hurt if they have to rely on them 

for self -defense.    
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3 

     Creatures of Coe 



Broad -footed Mole, continuedé 

 
                                                                                     

Despite their vulnerability, moles are real troopers. Theyõll cross pavement and even swim across streams. 

There are seven species of mole in North America, with four inhabiting California, and while all four can be 

found along the north coast, none occur in desert areas or the Central Valley. The species with the largest dis-

tribution, and the only one found in Coe, is the redundantly -named Broad -footed mole (Scapanus latimans ). It 

ranges from southern Oregon to Baja California. Like all moles, it avoids arid areas and hardpan or rocky 

soils. The moist Santa Cruz Mountains are home to a second species, the intriguing Shrew -mole (Neurotrichus 

gibbsi), which arenõt shrews but rather a variety of mole thatõs less restricted to the underground life and 

spends a fair amount of time inhabiting leaf litter on damp forest floors. They might occupy Henry Cowell 

State Park, but not Henry Coe.  

Moles would likely go completely unnoticed were it not for their burrows, which contain two types of features: 

permanent, habitable chambers that are deeper and more expansive, and runways, which are temporary and 

used mostly for foraging. Moles can dig 150 feet of runways in a single day; that might also explain the large 

appetite. Those runways result in raised earth and occasional mounds of soil, but unlike the mounds of go-

phers, molehills donõt have an entrance hole. The runways and raised dirt may be slightly unsightly, but the 

damage is mostly aesthetic. Still, moles are considered pests, and weõve devised a lot of creative ways to kill 

them. Thatõs kind of a shame, and, I think, an overreaction. After all, weõre the ones making mountains out of 

molehills.         
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Oh Poor Mee  

 
A light breeze blows across your face. It seems to alternate between 

warm and cool, but that might be exactly what you should expect on 

this early October morning. A tarantula slowly crosses the road and 

looking up in the sky, you see flying spider webs --spiders traveling to 

new homes. Autumn is here, winter is coming. Birds in the nearby 

brush are saying Oh Poor Mee. You know you didn't hear this sound anytime in the past weeks, not even yes-

terday. You see several small birds with yellow patches on top of their heads, "Oh, the Golden -crowned Spar-

rows are back." You had last seen them before they left this past April.  

 

Most years during my 30 years at Coe, I put their arrival dates in my park logs. Those records likely still live in 

some Coe computer. Some of the records I have show them arriving as early as September 22 and as late as Oc-

tober 14. I recall trying to record when they departed but not very successfully. I'd realize I hadn't heard their 

Oh Poor Mee for some time, a week? Maybe two? Maybe more. I do have one record that says April.  

 

When they left in April, they flew thousands of miles to their breeding grounds in Alaska or western Canada. 

Now they could be found wintering from western Washington down through California to northern Baja.  

 

Their sad sounding song consists mostly of 3 distinctive, descending, whistling notes: "Oh poor mee." They are 

large as sparrows go, but still a small bird. They have streaked brown backs, gray breast and neck, black 

stripes above their eyes, and yellow crowns on top. Juveniles are LBJ's (little brown jobs --just another plain 

brown bird).  

 

They eat mostly buds, flowers, seeds, and seedlings, especially seedlings of weedy non -native annuals plants. 

They feed on the ground in groups but are never far from the safety of thick bush or low trees. Often White -

crowned Sparrows and Juncos join the feeding flocks. When alerted to danger, Golden -crown Sparrows fly into 

thick brush. It's hard to believe how they can navigate such thick vegetation. The answer is good visual acuity, 

quick decision making abilities, and high -speed nerve transmission from brain to wing muscles.  

 

If you are out hiking in brushy areas and you hear someone saying "Oh -poor-me", don't be concerned, it's proba-

bly just a Golden -crown Sparrow.  
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Spotted at Coe  
By Susan Ferry - Environmental Scientist, CA State Parks  
 

The deer we see in Coe are black tailed deer, a subspecies of mule deer.  The rut (mating season) is from late 

September to mid -October.  During the rut, the males face raging hormones and go out during the daytime 

seeking out the females.  They are often observed running back and forth across the roads in the pursuit of 

does.  After the rut, the bucks tend to hide and rest, often nursing wounds suffered while fighting other bucks 

for the opportunity to breed.  

 

The gestation period for deer is 7 months long so around 203 days.  Birthing season is expected to be as early 

as May or as late as October.  Iõm sure we will be spotting some of those newborn fawns at Coe this spring! 
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Before The Dam  
By Teddy Goodrich, PRA Historian  

 
You probably havenõt noticed, but sometime in the past fifteen years or so the park has moved.   Headquarters 

used to be on Steley Road, but if you search for its location now, you will discover it is on East Dunne Avenue.  

Blame the dam.  

Before the dam, which was built in 1950, getting into the hills meant driving Cochrane Road east to where it 

joined Frost Road, after which it became Ste-

ley Road.  The map to the right, a snippet of 

a 1930 map of Santa Clara County, ignores 

Pine Ridge but acknowledges Madrone Soda 

Springs with another name change, Mineral 

Springs Road.  

Who were Cochrane, Frost, and Steley?  

John Cochrane, a native of New England, 

purchased 5,000 acres along Coyote Creek in 

1869.  His farm was located in a beautiful, 

secluded valley, and he made his home in an 

old adobe that may have been built by Juan 

Hernandez, grantee of Rancho Ojo de la 

Agua de la Coche.   In time Cochraneõs son in 

law, Alfred Jackson, would build a beautiful 

two story home for his family, but Johnõs widow continued to live in the old adobe. * 

Erwin Frost owned a farm north of Cochrane Road.  Sometime constable, deputy sheriff, and private detective, 

his name was often in the newspapers in the late 1890s and early 1900s  

James Steley patented several homesteads in 1882 and 1883 near Oak Flat Ranch west of Pine Ridge.  He 

married Eliza Lovely in January 1886, but she sued him for divorce in 1890, citing desertion and failure to pro-

vide.  Steley moved to San Juan Bautista where he remained for the rest of his life; he died in 1920.  His name 

is often misspelled: Steeley.   

The 1955 photo revised USGS Mt. Sizer quadrangle retains 

the name Steeley (sic) Road, but there are other big chang-

es, Anderson Lake, of course, and the Cochrane Bridge.  

Alfred Jacksonõs two story house was moved to its present 

location above the lake, but Juan Hernandezõ adobe house 

was inundated by the dam water.  The Jackson sisters, 

Gladys Jackson and Ruth Lowe, lived in their old home af-

ter it was moved, but their sister in law, Evelyn Jackson, 

weighed down by a slumping cattle market and skyrocket-

ing property taxes, sold the remaining Jackson property to 

developers.   

Such is dam business.  

*Oakland Tribune, August 16, 1942  
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After The Fire Challenges  
By Susan Ferry - Environmental Scientist, CA State Parks  

 
The challenges of today ð I could go on and on. But letõs just focus on one of them that I am facing that I 

know you all are interested in: how to get the entire park open again. Of course itõs not my decision to 

make, but the work that I do helps the decision makers move forward.  

 

Currently, only the west side of the park is open ð mostly the portions untouched by the SCU Lightening  

Complex fire. In the closed section, the fire left a variety of hazards ð trees down, trees that are going to  

come down, rock slides, stump holes. Luckily, we were able to squeeze in several uniformed volunteer  

work days in the latter part of 2020 before Covid19 shut volunteer work down again. Thanks to many of  

our volunteers, we were able to get that western section assessed and opened. We also were able to  

start assessing the burned areas and some smaller trees were cleared.  

 

As scheduling and weather allows, crew members from Hollister Hills will continue to clear the larger  

and less easily accessed trees and other hazards. Looking at the size of the park, the general terrain, and  

limited access during the winter, it will be a long, on -going project.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother Nature will also take care of a lot of the reparations.  The plants are beginning to grow, stabilizing the 

soils, and the rains will compact the roads (or wash them out!)  Winter storms will blow down many of the still 

standing hazard trees, so we will again assess and clear the roads and trails.  

 

If you are visiting the park and come across a downed tree or other hazard, you can help by reporting it to trail

-reports@coepark.net.  A picture, a GPS or just a general location would be great.   

 

Once the Covid19 numbers decline, and once the department is comfortable in allowing volunteer work to con-

tinue, we will resume those volunteer work days.  Thereõs always plenty to be done! 
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Springs Of Coe (Rehabilitation)  
By Sue Dekalb  
 

2020 didnõt offer up much for the park volunteers other than Yellow Star Thistle eradication and refurbishing 

many of the backcountry springs that were damaged by the SCU Lightning Complex Fire. Because of Covid19 

restrictions and our desire to keep everyone safe, only a small handful of volunteers have been working on the 

spring projects. This report will try and update you on all the spring work that has taken place so far and some 

work that will need to be done in the future.  

 

Live Oak Spring/Pacheco Camp  

 

As Rich Winklebleck reported in the Fall Ponderosa, the Live Oak/Pacheco Camp water system was deemed to 

be the most important system. After that system was initially completed, we ran into numerous problems that 

had to be addressed to keep that system working properly. Several locations along the pipeline sprang leaks 

caused by overlooked fire and frost damage.  

 

One location was right where the pipeline crossed Coit Road the 

first time. A plastic pipe that was screwed into a metal valve had 

actually melted and once there was a constant flow of water 

through the valve, the pipe broke apart. Another leak appeared at 

a location across from the second Coit Road crossing and above 

the Pacheco Camp tank. The section of pipe had been burned bad-

ly but was not seen initially since it was mostly buried. Most of 

the water was going through the pipe and down the hill to 

Pacheco Camp, but eventually the pigs located the leaking pipe. 

The damage they caused allowed the water to flow down a differ-

ent path and not down the hill to Pacheco Camp. Over time the 

big tank at Pacheco Camp started draining and we couldnõt find 

out where it was going. The metal trough in the flat area near the 

old stable was full but there was water constantly flowing out of 

the piping that feeds that trough. It is suspected that the pipe 

froze and cracked before we had a chance to turn the water off for 

the winter. The valve was shut off to the trough until we can get 

back out there to repair it. Since there is water at Pacheco Camp 

we decided the rest of the repairs there could wait until later. Vol-

unteers who worked on this system included Art Pon, Lynne 

Starr, Dan Healy, Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey and Sue Dekalb.  

 

Dowdy Sulfur Spring  

 
The next spring that needed repair was 

Dowdy Sulfur Spring. The spring box 

had been completely destroyed by the 

fire but the trough and piping re-

mained mostly intact. Fortunately this 

allowed some water to continue flowing 

into the trough. The piping right at the 

box had been damaged so the flow to 

the trough was very limited. The 

trough was also a little tilted so it 

needed to be leveled out as well. Art 

Pon, Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey, and 

Sue Dekalb worked on this spring.  
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Springs Of Coe (Rehabilitation), continuedé 

 
Dowdy Hayfield Spring  

 

The Dowdy Hayfield Spring also needed to be repaired 

since most of the spring box burned up. There was so 

much muck in the bottom of the box that no water was 

actually visible when we first started working on it 

and the trough was empty. After about 10 bucket 

loads of debris and mud had been removed from the 

box, a nice layer of water appeared. The overflow pip-

ing and the collector pipe had been damaged by the 

fire so they also had to be replaced. When we finished 

the work, the trough was full. Art Pon, Jodie Keahey, 

Linda Keahey, Lynne Starr, and Sue Dekalb  worked 

on this spring.  

 
James Spring  

The entire area around the James Spring 

trough and trail had been burned. The trough 

was not burned, but the spring box could not 

be located. It took several trips to the site to 

locate the completely burned spring box that 

was hidden under a fallen oak tree. Once the 

tree was removed we could start removing the 

old burned lumber and build a new spring box. 

As with the Dowdy Hayfield Spring, the water 

was not visible until we dug out all the debris 

at the bottom of the box. The collector pipe 

had also burned and needed to be replaced. 

This spring box is quite narrow which made it difficult to work on. Art Pon, Lynne Starr, and Sue Dekalb 

worked on this spring.  

Board Spring  

Once again, the entire area around Board Spring 

had burned. The only good thing was that the 

spring box was once again visible. Dan Healy and I 

had gone up there before the fire trying to locate the 

spring box, but there was so much brush around 

that you couldnõt see anything. Dan climbed all over 

that area but was unable to locate it even though he 

had been to it before. This spring box is made of ce-

ment pipe so the fire did not bother it at all, but it 

does have a large crack that should be repaired at 

some point. Unfortunately almost all the piping 

from the spring box to the trough burned up and the 

overflow piping also burned. The trough somehow 

survived but some animals that tried to use it for refuge from the fire did not survive. They appeared to have 

died from smoke inhalation as they were not burned. Unfortunately, they had been in the trough for a month 

before we were allowed to go out there.  The water flow into the trough had barely been a trickle before we re-

placed two large sections of piping, but afterwards we had a strong flow of several liters a minute. Art Pon, 

Lynne Starr, and Sue Dekalb worked on this spring.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                                     Continued on page 11...                                                    
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Springs Of Coe (Rehabilitation), continuedé 

 
Willow Ridge Spring  

 

The Willow 

Ridge spring box 

had significant 

burn damage to 

one end and the 

top. There was 

also a wooden 

retaining wall 

that was used to 

keep the dirt 

under the trough 

from sliding 

down the canyon. 90% of the retaining wall burned up along with a 

good deal of the outflow piping from the trough. The inflow pipe to the trough had 

already been destroyed by animals chewing on it. The site also contained a wooden 

bench that was destroyed but the bench was not replaced at this time. The spring 

was cleaned out and a new three sided box with top was built to hold the water. 

All the burned piping was also replaced along with the retaining wall. At some 

point another board will be added to the lid to help stop leaf debris from falling in 

the back side between the lid and the rocks. This board will need to be sculpted to 

match the contours of the rock behind the box. We did not have enough redwood to 

complete this task at the time we were there and then the volunteers were shut 

down by the second Covid19 lockout before we could get back out there. Art Pon, 

Jodie Keahey, Linda Keahey, and Sue Dekalb worked on this spring. Lynne Starr 

also helped scout out the damage after the fire.  

 

 

 

Rat Spring  
                                                                                                                                                                      

Most of the area around Rat Spring burned 

and the water trough partially melted so it 

needed to be replaced. The piping coming 

into the trough was burned off at the ground 

and the outflow piping had also been burned 

and needed to be replaced. The location of 

Rat Spring was going to make it difficult to 

repair as we needed to take a new trough 

and piping to the location. Four of us spent 

3.5 hours completely brushing Rat Spring 

Trail so we could drive the vehicles and 

equipment down to the spur trail to the 

spring. There is no spring box for Rat Spring so we didnõt have to worry about replacing it. The pipe and collec-

tor are driven into the rocks at an unknown location somewhere near the trough. The trough and piping were 

replaced but there wasnõt enough water pressure to push the water up the pipe into the trough while we were 

still on site. Hopefully when we return to the location there will be water in the trough. If not, we will have to 

snake out the piping to try and locate the source and get the water flowing better. Art Pon, Jodie Keahey, Lin-

da Keahey, and Sue Dekalb worked on this spring.  
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