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Coyote Creek near Hunting

Coyote-Greek River Flooded

Hol | ow

New Year ds E

ater is a common topic of discussiomatislides, toppled trees, and deep creek levels witr

Coe, though it is usually a questionswfift currents pose a serious danger and make resci

where one can find it. There are  stranded visitors all the more challenging. Coe was
occasions, however, where water is difficult to aglmsled for most of January as a safety precaution an
Such was the case this month whenraanagdly repair damaged roads used by emergency vehicles.

atmospheric river doused the park with over 16 inches

Continued on Page 4

of rain in the span of three weeks. Parched lakes an

ponds refilled, and creeks overflowed their banks. Th{
parkos | argest watershed:-
exception. On New Year 0s

Coyote Lake and Hunting Hollow measured a creek
depth of 15.47 ft, and on January 9th, 16.49 ft!
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16.49 ft - Jan 09, 2023 10:15:00 AM PST
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Although this water is welcomed by a thirsty park,
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Coyote Creek levels. Courtesy of USGS.



Coyote Creek Flooded, continued...

Bass Pond is a big muddy puddle instead of a small one

\1”4

Thanks to John Lyl
who captured thesg
i mages on
Eve, 2022.

Yt "

Gilroy Hot Springs Bridge. Gilroy Hot Springs Rd. flooded near Hunting & ow.
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M«  Creatures of Coe

&

estern Gray Squirrel
by Joseph Belli

remember seeing black and white photograpdpuire forestedi\}i
from the turn of the previous century, a pair bibitat, the mor”

Soda Springs. | Wasn()'closmmrropyi?\’.. ' 'St
knowing who the hunters were; | was much morforests are ideak 2. .
curious about their quarry as | tried to identify adatahgy can als
of those skins as | could. It looked to me like magwist in patchy
were from Western gray squirrels. At that time, forests. Thick
Western gray squirrels were a common sight aldagests allow the
Pine Ridge and the forested slopes above Coyote move from
Creek. Thatodos no | ong ¢eetopsto .
* % % treetop, a safer
proposition than bounding through the forest floor or
Squirrels are a rather ancient lineage amMONGacross roads. They take further refuge by constructit
mammals, first popping up in the fossil record 4Q o5 that resemble those of birds. Squirrel nests, or
million years ago. The earliest squirrels were, n%treys, are typically situated fairly high in trees in
surprisingly, treswvellers; only later did some l ocations other mammal s
descend to become todayfek sUBdst o Q die? of aci, bitefnlitd! Gnlf
prairie dogs, and ground squirrels. Living in treega o5 fungi, especially truffles. They often cache fc
required sharp eyesight along with amazing cIin‘lpiyg burying it undergrou
and jumping abilities. And unlike most mammalsiater’ probably by smell. Inevitably, some of that
squirrels are, with the exception of nocturnal ﬂyiQﬂ)red food is never retrieved, and those pine nuts a
squirrels, exclusively active during daylight.  506rng can in turn become trees. In that way, Weste
There are eight species of tree squirrels in thgraySsquirrels help perpetuate the very forests they
but only the Western gray squirrel is native to cetepsnd on.

~

California. 1t6s the | ajgednd lvesterh §r& squiftdfib the'ofily tred
found from extreme northern Baja to central squirrel native to the
Washington, inhabiting the coastal ranges as W?Héasqem,efor there are twomative species inhabiting

western slope of the Cascades and Sierra Nevaﬁ@arby cities, suburbs, and in some places the natur
Theyore found from segnbegok Ehsteth raysditidlt taYolinnsid 0
Western gray squirrel §pqehoddfreacilshieere MtbGubed &1 9N ¢
that because the snowpack prohibits them from fipgling, |ocations throughout California beginning
and retrieving food. ZhAFf1800,mdsByin cﬁyapélrlg,tcanﬁ‘)dsi,eaﬁdn 1

range is restricted in the mountains.
Continued on fage

Besides mild winters, Western gray squirrels
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Western Gray Squirrel, continued...

private estates. Eastern gray squirrels look veryesastilaf San Jose, and they persist in the central and
to their western counterparts; they differ by haviegstern sections of Coe, even though the habitat the
some brown fur on their otherwise gray faces. Fegems less than ideal and a far cry from the heavier
squirrels, on the other hand, are noticeably diffefentr e st s t o t he west . Wh"
Their brown fur and rusty orange undersides arehere is a mystery; | keep wondering if it might be
distinct, separating them from other tree squirrelsegsiuse fox squirrels, now a common sight on the w
well as ground squirrels. And if you happen to se&la, are less common or absent from the east. Seve
bl ack squirrel fithgtwauldbeescentstudiehhave trieddoisimed light anghe

a melanistic Eastern gray squirrel. interactions between the two species, and the result:

Nonnative squirrels thrive in cities, taking tof ar have been inconclus

urban trees and using rooftops, fences, and poWPfHE In very many locations, but where they do t
efehte ar ch hasndét expl ain

as travel corridors. It seems like a benign arrand _ _
nonnative tree squirrels in cities &= : might be at a disadvantage. There was
suburbs, Western gray squirrels speculation that fox squirrels are more
forested countr qg%resssiv&%np r@ight displace them, bt
complicated than that. The non so far research has shown that, if
natives, especially fox squirrels, - ar_lythlng, Western grays, which are
spread far beyo %"%h?y I?'Eg?{’ér’lrf 8CFU%”3_’ the more
now found in Pinnacles National - aggressive of the two. Neither has there
atop Mt. Hamilton, and in Coe at _ been any connection to transmissible
as far east as Dowdy Ranch. All disease. So the nature of the
relationship between native squirrels

locations are a long way from tow _ _ _
This woul dnat b qnﬂ rgpmthp squirrels remains
= | ambiguous.

Western gray squirrels were still fai
wel | i n those | ocati onsQurbuto ctahle ypborpeulnaotti.o nWei:
squirrels never inhabited Pinnacles, but they useedtbrissl; Western gray squirrels have become scarc
common in the west er n suhadispgarate bocatioms as soubhermCalifanne aril |
gone. | say this with some confidence becausesee at e of Washi ngton, wh:
sqguirrels arendt cr y p oficangern.tOn e phgitiee sideythey skent to be go
when hikers are, and qguitewelhiretilesSanm&riz Moantainssandythe Siarn
them. Tree squirrels also vocalize, utteringa kindefv ada. Though they don:
raspy chatter that dos it Westdregrapsguirrelb are less taeaaht lof,
bird frequenting the park. For the past several daoats presence tharnadine tree squirfelthey

the only squirrel s | 0vcanbesseenfrequerdlyin nmoantain communihes sug
section were fox squirrels. as Nevada City and Twain Harte. Perhaps the day w

There are traces of good news: Western gray®™Me When they once again bound through the

squirrels are apparently still present in Alum Roéﬁ?ﬁ% of Pine Ridge. For some reason | find that
rather importani &
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Mustang Mountain

by Teddy Goodrich

Pine Ridge Association Historian

hat is the first word that comes to homes, a motel, and an eightéegolf course.

mi nd when you hear oKaiser?dé Health
i nsurance? What albdayall thay rareainsof thege ambitious plans is
Maybe | ife insur anc e ?KakggiAetnaRopdandthe giadkculveréewherataetr

The road into the Orestimba, of course. crosses Pacheco creek. Sonrtienenglunteers may

remember two modular sales offices near the entran
On April 3, 1969, an article appeared in the Nemthe Dowdy Ranch. They were used by state park
YorkTi mes: o0The Kai ser personoetuntil 1986lwhe@ they pvere f@uhditoocontal
affiliatetheKaiseAluminunandChemical Hanta Virus. They were torn down when the Dowdy
CorporatiorgndAetnd.ifeandCasualtgregoingnto Ranch visitor center complex was constructed in 20(

the readstateevelopmebtu s i ness . 6
The future state park dodged a bullet. All that love

Theneworganizatigproposedndaccomplished wilderness set aside for us to enjoy would never hav
manydevelopmeniwincipallyn Californiagfrizona, come into being. What brought it down? Not the
and Hawaii. One of the largest was Rancho Cali&enia,Club, even though thavigiant organization
a 95,00@cre development along highway 395 was watching all along. Something very simple put a
between Los Angeles and San Diego. Others werel to these ambitious pldrere was NO
gquite modest, for example-@nithousing WATER?

development WindsorCalifornia. With many thanks to former volunteer and PRA pr

Ron Erskine, who found the articles pertaining to thi:

In197CGheypurchased?, 50Gcres Sant&lara purchase in the Palo Alto Times.

andStanisla@ountieandentativelpamedthis new
development Ranchol_sm ' PALO ALTO TIMES, PALO ALTO, CALIF, FRIDAY, AUG. 20, 1971~

Palo Alto Times, August 19, 1971: preliminary
plans for the development in Santa Clara Count
described by Lee C. Jordan Jr., spokesperson f
development to the Santa Clara County Plannin
Commission. The development, named Mustan
Mountain will involve 10,000 acres that will be d
into 75acre parcels that will sell for $40,000 to

SAN JOSE

\~e 2
$80,000 each. There are also plans for a clubhc oeveuopmem in the high couniry

shaded area shows #he 42,500-acre development proposal of Kaiser-Aetna. It abuts governmental land surounding the San Lus Reservoe end shrodd

the Santa Clara-Stanislaus county line.

existing lake (Mississippi Lake?) stocked with fist and a
1,000acre common area. The development will *There is a very visible capped well casing in a fie
require a idile road into the area. Estimated cost fefw hundred yards south from where the Orestimb
the road is 1 million. Corrals stood. This dry well was dug many years aft

Kaiser Aetna abandoned their project. | leave the re:
Plans for the San Luis portion of the acquisitiag gtRIr imaginatio &

more nebulous, but the possibilities include ranch style
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Fuel and Fire 1 n C

by Mason Hyland
Environmental Scientist, Diablo Range District

Burn piles along Hobbs Rd.

aking our landscapes more resilient todimdbat thisbuildp of fuel s, t hou

has been a widely discussed topicinNat i ve Ameri cands tradi:

recent years. Devastating fires ravagpramices accomplished. Henry Coe has had a
stateds forests and copmmsciribes éach yeagr aimt
intensity that they change oneeotvesed However, there is still a buildup of fuels beyond wha
landscapes. Seas of brush regrow after intenseviigespuld hope to see in a fire resilient landscape.

creating conditions perfect for continued infrequentOVer the past two years, State Parks staff have b
high intensity fire. Fingers are pointed at C|imat9vorking to bolster its fire and fuel management
change more often than not, though the answer pgdikelsh. There are currently four projects focusing ¢
a combination of factors. Two main elements driggirning beneficial fire to the landscape: the

fire: weather and fuel. Our cehbumgy crusade Ponderosa Forest Health Project (Ponderosa Projec
against fire has allowed forests and shrublands @€ Hobbs Road Maintenance and Fuels Reduction
continue to grow more and more dense. PrescriB@ct (Hobbs Road Project), the Ponderosa

fire has been in practice for decades in an attempt to Continued on Page 9
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