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Snow Daze 

W 
e hope not to begin each new issue of 

The Ponderosa talking about the 

weather, but 2023 has thus far given us 

little choice.  Along with damaging wind and flooding, 

the park endured one of its most intense snowstorms in 

recent memory. Between 5 to 7 inches of snow 

collected on Pine Ridge during the last weekend of 

February. Enticed by the glistening white hillsides, it 

seemed like every resident of Santa Clara County 

decided to drive up E. Dunne Ave on Saturday. 

Hundreds of visitors gathered to sled, ski, or just frolic 

in the snowñmany for the first time in their lives! 

Some adorned their vehicles with miniature snowmen.  

Others just shoveled it into the back of their pickup 

trucks hoping it would survive the journey home. The 

sheer number of visitors resulted in gridlock that 

extended for miles outside of the Coe Ranch Entrance. 

When the line into the park stopped moving, people 

just got out of their cars in the middle of the road to 

play in the snow. With the road impassible, rangers 

were forced to walk down Dunne Ave for miles to get 

traffic moving again. The long line of cars was finally 

clear just after sunset. Although entrance staff lost 

count at 300, the rangers estimated turning around up 

to 2000 cars!  

We would like to offer a big thank you to park staff 

and volunteers for their patience and hard work on 

what was one of the busiest weekends in the parkõs 

history. A snowstorm like this is a rare and beautiful 

spectacle, but we much prefer green hillsides full of 

wildflowers.  

Photo by Manny Pitta 
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Snow Daze continued... 

Following the snow plow to work. Photo by Manny Pitta 

Photo by Manny Pitta 

Photo by Manny Pitta 

Hitting the slopes. Photo by Susan Harwager 

A rare pig snowman in the wild. Photo by Susan Harwager 
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Black-tailed Jackrabbit 
             by Joseph Belli 

Creatures of Coe 

T 
he term ôjackrabbitõ is a 

portmanteau, a 

combination of jackass 

(referring to the size of the ears) 

and rabbit. The moniker was 

popularized by Mark Twain, and 

while it may be apropos, itõs not 

accurate: jackrabbits arenõt 

rabbits, theyõre hares. If that 

seems like splitting hairs, so be it.   

Hares and rabbits belong to 

the same order (Lagomorpha) and 

family (Leporidae), diverging 

from a common ancestor over a 

million years ago. What 

differences have arisen in the past 

million years? Specifically, what makes jackrabbits 

ôharesõ and cottontails ôrabbitsõ? 

Hares are larger, with much longer ears and hind 

feet. Theyõre faster. Hares can run up to 40 miles per 

hour compared to rabbits, which peak at 25. Hares use 

speed to escape predators while rabbits dash for cover, 

often in burrows, which hares donõt use. Both are 

strictly vegetarian, but hares have a broader diet. 

Rabbits prefer soft vegetation, while hares will resort 

to eating twigs and even bark in the absence of 

greenery. A major difference is apparent at birth. 

Rabbits are born naked, blind, helpless, and fully 

dependent on the mother, while newborn hares, also 

known as leverets, are precocial: fully furred, able to 

see, and active within minutes of being born. So 

advanced are they that jackrabbit mothers nurse 

leverets for only a week, and the young achieve 

independence at one month.                                                                   

   * * *  

 

There are five hare species in the US. Three can be 

found in California, but thereõs only one in Coe, the 

black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus), which has a 

wide distribution in the West. Theyõre mostly absent 

from the northerly statesñWashington, Montana and 

the Dakotas, but otherwise occur from the coast to the 

plains states and south into Mexico. They occupy a 

variety of habitats encompassing an impressive 

elevation range, from below sea level in Death Valley 

to alpine meadows at 12,000 feet. They avoid closed-

canopy forests, but can be found in woodland clearings 

and even chaparral as long as there are some openings 

in the brush. Jackrabbits do best in level, wide-open 

areas where they can take advantage of their speed. 

And though theyõre flexible enough to exploit 

numerous habitats, they evolved as desert-dwellers. 

Continued on page 6 

Photo courtesy of Joseph Belli 
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Their enormous ears not only alert them to danger but 

also help dissipate heat. Jackrabbits derive nearly all 

their water from their diet, which includes grasses, 

forbs, shrubs, some woody vegetation, and, to their 

detriment, a number of crops. Jackrabbits can be 

active any time of day, but are largely nocturnal, 

spending most of the daylight hours under the cover of 

shrubs. This is especially true during hot weather. 

They donõt dig or use burrows to hide, relying instead 

on camouflage and whatever refuge bushes can 

provide. Their predators are many: eagles, hawks, 

great horned owls, bobcats, foxes, and dogs all relish 

jackrabbits, but coyotes are their primary nemesis. 

When flushed, jackrabbits bound away erratically in 

order to throw off a pursuer, in case speed alone isnõt 

enough. Theyõre also able to leap six feet high and 

cover twenty feet in one bound. 

Like many species besieged by predators, 

jackrabbits compensate by producing a lot of young. In 

northern regions they have fewer litters but the litters 

are larger; in the south they have more litters but 

fewer young per litter. Itõs not unusual for jackrabbits 

in warmer regions to produce four litters in a single 

year. Jackrabbits can live at least seven years, but most 

probably donõt survive even half that long. Sooner 

rather than later something gets them. Populations 

often run in cycles. At their zenith in favorable habitat, 

population densities may approach 1,000 per square 

mile. Because prime habitat often includes grazing land 

and agricultural fields, jackrabbits are considered 

serious pests, consuming grains, vegetables, alfalfa, 

and cotton, while damaging young orchards. Besides 

their impact on crops, agricultural economists have 

determined that 150 jackrabbits consume as much 

forage in a year as one cow. Thatõs a serious 

transgression in the West. 

But jackrabbits had been targeted long before 

modern economics attempted to quantify their impact. 

In the late 1800s, some agricultural communities 

handled the jackrabbit problem by conducting rabbit 

drives. These were big affairs, and Iõm only slightly 

exaggerating when I say they were the Garlic Festivals 

of their time. An 1892 rabbit drive near Fresno drew 

8,000 people (more than an Aõs game) and killed an 

estimated 20,000 jackrabbits. That was accomplished 

by coordinating an army of people side by side to form 

a moving wall, advancing across an open area, herding 

the rabbits toward a large corral. Extended fencing 

enabled the group to funnel the rabbits into the 

enclosure. Once inside they were dispatched with 

clubs. Unfortunately for the rabbits, there wasnõt 

nearly as much swinging and missing as in an Aõs game. 

My hunch is that those drives took place during 

peak population cycles and jackrabbit numbers would 

have fallen anyway. Rabbit drives were common 

throughout the Central Valley for a couple of decades 

before yielding to more modern methods: poisons, 

repellents, and improved fencing. Today, rabbit drives 

seem like something so profoundly weird and barbaric 

that the whole notion seems like fiction.                                                               

                                 * * *  

During the 1930s two brothers from Wyoming 

with an interest in both hunting and taxidermy affixed 

a pair of modest antlers to the head of a jackrabbit 

theyõd shot, and in so doing created the jackalope. The 

brothers not only coined that rarest of terms, a 

portmanteau within a portmanteau, their purported 

jackrabbit/antelope cross went on to become the 

Westõs most enduring mythical beast this side of 

Bigfoot. Jackalopes have become part of the culture in 

the intermountain West, where it seems as if every bar 

has a jackalope head mounted on a wall. 

Continued on page 7 

Black-tailed Jackrabbit continuedé 
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Youõd be hard pressed to find a jackalope mount at 

any of our local watering holes. Come to think of it, 

you donõt see many jackrabbits around here anymore 

either. While the black-tailed jackrabbit is doing just 

fine throughout its range, there just arenõt as many 

places around here that still harbor jackrabbits. Much 

of that is due to habitat lossñthe agricultural lands of 

the Santa Clara Valley are almost completely gone. 

Jackrabbits have been pushed to the margins, their 

stronghold being undeveloped areas around the 

southern end of San Francisco Bay.  Unless there are 

large patches of open space within city limits, they 

canõt otherwise exist in urban areas, and suburbs 

generally donõt contain the open habitat they require 

either. Further, steep hillsides, even those covered in 

grass, arenõt good habitat either, for steepness hampers 

their ability to run. Unable to occupy forests and 

slopes, jackrabbits are thus excluded from many of our 

protected natural areas. Coe has its share of suboptimal 

habitat, but the park also contains plenty of areas 

where jackrabbits can thrive, places of low relief such 

as the upper Orestimba Creek watershed, Mustang 

Flat, Paradise Flat, San Antonio Valley, and along 

extensive ridge tops such as Willow Ridge and County 

Line Road. And Iõm willing to bet they can still be 

found in the vicinity of Jackrabbit Lake, which would 

be fitting in more ways than the obvious. After all, 

jackrabbits are hares, not rabbits, and Jackrabbit Lake is 

a stock pond, not a lake. 

Black-tailed Jackrabbit continued... 
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So Much More Than Four Walls and a Roof 
by Teddy Goodrich 

Pine Ridge Association Historian 

T 
he Coe Ranch visitor center is a place to pay 

park fees, register for backpacking, purchase a 

snack and a cold drink, buy a map, or ask for 

directions, but it is so much more!  Our visitor center 

was a gift from Sada Coe Robinson, who not only 

wanted a place where park visitors could do all these 

things, but also a place where they could learn about 

the history of Pine Ridge and the brave pioneers who 

brought their families to live in what was essentially a 

wilderness one hundred and more years ago.   

For the first thirteen years of its existence, Henry 

W. Coe State Park had no visitor center.  The ranch 

house was the park office as well as the rangerõs 

residence.  Fees were collected by park staff in a small 

kiosk on side of the road.  There were no maps and 

very few trails.   Bathrooms?  Your choice of eight pit 

toilets in the òtemporaryó campground.  

Finally in 1970 progress began on what would 

become our present visitor center.  Sada, who had 

wished for a visitor center for so long, donated 

$100,000 to the California State Park Foundation 

specifically for the construction of a visitor center at 

Henry W. Coe State Park.  The donation was intended 

to be anonymous, but donations of that size donõt 

remain that way for long.  Sada and District 

Superintendent Frinke visited the park in August 1970 

to choose its location.  She hired San Francisco 

architect George Livermore to design the building, and 

Oscar Meyer, the contractor who built the metal barn 

more than twenty years earlier, to do the construction.   

The first plans did not please either Sada or state 

park officials.  A surviving drawing shows a long, low 

modern building with no visible windows.  The plans 

were rejected.  The next attempt was a ranch style 

building in keeping with the other buildings in the 

historic ranch complex. Both Sada and the state park 

officials agreed this was the style of building that was 

best suited to the park.  A long row of northwest facing 

windows gave the impression of a front porch, and the 

red painted board and batten exterior and white 

painted beadboard interior mimicked  the ranch house. 

  Construction began April 26, 1971, with 

excavation for the lower level. The foundation and 

plumbing were 

finished by mid-

May.  Between 

May 17th and 

June 3rd, the 

frame went up.  

The roofing and 

electrical were 

finished by June 

18th, and the 

building was 

completed 

August 10th.  The park office was moved from the 

Continued on page 9 

The Coe Ranch Entrance Visitor Center as it appears today. 
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ranch house to the new visitor center and a phone was 

installed October 21st.   

When all was in 

place, a 

luncheon 

honoring Sada 

was given in the 

new visitor 

center, May 17, 

1972.  

Originally the 

visitor center 

had two òhouse 

roomsó ð a living room and a dining room that served 

as reminders of the history of the Coe family. The 

room to the east, now primarily used as a PRA office, 

was a living room, and the room to the west, a dining 

room.  The furnishings were provided by Sada.  Bob 

Reese, state historian, visited her at her home on Mt. 

Hamilton Road and was told to òtake whatever you 

want.ó   I believe many of the beautiful items, the 

majority of which are now in a state storage facility, 

were from her great uncle, Thomas Coeõs home in 

Bangor, Maine.  The silverware on the dining table 

bore the initials SLH ð Sada Loantha Harthorn ð 

Thomas Coeõs wife for whom Sada was named.  

Originally the living room was to have an elaborate 

marble fireplace, but money ran out before it was 

built.  This room, too, contained many treasures from 

the Coe family, some dating back to the Revolutionary 

War.  

The tack room focuses on cattle ranching twentieth 

century style.  On display are saddles, a saddle makerõs 

bench and other tack owned by Henry Coe.  The 

horseshoe display contains blacksmithing tools donated 

by Bennie Nunes, one of the last ranch employees at 

Pine Ridge.  Most of the photos in the room were 

originally taken by Andrew P. Hill, a good friend of the 

Coe brothers.  The door that doesnõt go anywhere?  It 

was never intended to go anywhere!  Not to be 

overlooked is the small interpretive room downstairs 

that can be used as a place for programs and meetings.  

The beautiful mural was painted by western artist 

Kathy Paivinen. 

The visitor center has undergone many changes 

since 1971, but it remains a memorial to times gone by 

and will always be a permanent reminder of Sadaõs 

vision and generosity.   

The newly constructed Visitor Center. 

Luncheon honoring Sada at the new Visitor Center. Among 
the attendees were Director William Mott, architect George 
Livermore, contractor Oscar Meyer, and Sada Coe Robinson. 

Want to learn more park history? Search for Teddy 
Goodrichõs articles in the Ponderosa Index:                                   
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So Much More Than Four Walls and a Roof continued... 


