


Contents of ThePonderosa Spring 2023

Cover Lowland Shooting Star Jim Leap
3 Snow Daze Pine Ridge Association
5 Black-tailed Jackrabbit Joseph Belli Henry W. Coe State Park
9100 E. Dunne Ave
8 So Much Mor e éTeddy Goodrich Morgan Hill, C|:<A 95037
. coepark.net

10 News from the Board Dan Benefiel P
11 Spring Update Stuart Organo Board of Directors

_ Dan Benefiel, President
12 Raincoats & Rubber Boots Chere Bargar Carl Z”Ohi';if Vi:ji',r;”idem
14 Park Events Schedule SR IR, SEerEy

. Rick Casey, Treasurer
15 Trail & Road Work Updates Sue Dekalb Bobby Barnett
17 Orchids of Coe Barry Breckling G‘E’E:e'l*ligrr‘;”siia
18 New Coe Map Coming Soon!Rick Casey Jeff Zolotar
19 New Members Pauline Wood John Thatcher, Volunteer Committee g

Stuart Organo, Supervising Range

Contributors for this Issue
Patrick Goodrich, publisher
Teddy Goodrich,-editor, author
Margaret Mary McBrideeddor
Chere Bargar, author
Joseph Belli, author
Dan Benefiel, author
Barry Breckling, author, photographd
Rick Casey, author
Sue Dekalb, author, photographer
Susan Harwager, photographer
Jim Leap, cover photo
Cynthia Leeder, photographer
Stu Nuttall, photographer
Stuart Organo, author
Manny Pitta, photographer
Virginia Rhodas, photographer
Katie Stoy, photographer
Ann Terranova, photographer
Pauline Wood, new memberships, maili

The Ponderosa a quarterly publication of
Pine Ridge Association. Articles and ar
relating to the natural and cultural histor
park, park events, activities of the PRA
park management, and uniformed volu
crogram ate welcome! Please send sub
and ideas ponderosa@coepark.net

Coe State Park. Our missio
the park through education and interpretationchepankmmate

Deadline for next issue: July 31, 202
© 2023 The Pine Ridge Associatio

Spring 2023 The Ponderosa 2



3

Snow Daze

The Ponderosa talking about the  traffic moving again. The long line of cars was finally

weather, but 2023 has thus far givenclsar just after sunset. Although entrance staff lost
little choice. Along with damaging wind and floatbogt at 300, the rangers estimated turning around
the park endured one of its most intense snowstorg@90i cars!

recent memory. Between 5 to 7 inches of SnOW  \ya yyould like to offer a big thank you to park sta

collected on Pine Ridge during the last weekend\gf; \ ynteers for their patience and hard work on
February. Enticed by the glistening white h'lls'd%’h'tat was one of the bus

W e hope not to begin each new issue wofere forced to walk down Dunne Ave for miles to ge

seemed like gvery resident of Santa Clara CourﬁYStory. A snowstorm like this is a rare and beautiful
decided to drive up E. Dunne Ave on Saturday. spectacle, but we much prefer green hillsides full of
[Gwers.

Hundreds of visitors gathered to sled, ski, or jus\thi{g*
in the snaiivmany for the first time in their lives!
Some adorned their vehicles with miniature snowmen
Others just shoveled it into the back of their pickup
trucks hoping it would survive the journey home. Th
sheer number of visitors resulted in gridlock that
extended for miles outside of the Coe Ranch Entrance
When the line into the park stopped moving, people
just got out of their cars in the middle of the road to
play in the snow. With the road impassible, rangers

Photo by Manny Pitta
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Snow Daze continued...

Hitting the slopes. Photo by Susan Harwager

\ L IR il
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Photo by Manny Pitta A rare pig snowman in the wild. Photo by Susan Han
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he term 0]
I portmanteau, a
combination of jackas

(referring to the size of the e
and rabbit. The moniker was
popularized by Mark Twain,
while it may

accurate: |Jac
rabbit s, t hey
seems like splitting hairs, so

Hares and rabbits belongf _»:
the same order (Lagomorpha
family (Leporidae), divergingf
from a common ancestor ove: e
million years ago. What et e %
differences have arisen in th€ &St R
million years? Specifically, what makes jackrabbits
Oharesd and cottont ai | sTheleraee fivie hatesgedes in the US. Three can

Hares are larger, with much longer ears and hiflg n d _ In _C ali _f o_r n ba, bu
feet. Theyore faster. bl%ﬁar“eéi gagkr@bglqg(pu§ c&llﬁor_mlgulach {_133 a40
hour compared to rabbits, which peak at 25. Ha¥d Lgee distribution in th

speed to escape predators while rabbits dash fofr“?:'a\/m? northerly stété&/ashington, Montana and

often in burrows, whi &fDaKoas. puLothgryiseseur fjomdhe cogshio g
strictly vegetarian, but hares have a broader dieP!ains states and south into Mexico. They occupy a

Rabbits prefer soft vegetation, while hares will ré@gigty of habitats encompassing an impressive
to eating twigs and even bark in the absence OfeIevatlon range, from below sea level in Death Valle

greenery. A major difference is apparent at birtht® alpine meadows at 12,000 feet._ They aveid closgc
Rabbits are born naked, blind, helpless, and fuII§anopy forests, but can be found in woodland clearir

dependent on the mother, while newborn hares,aﬁ'lgc?ven chaparral as long as there are some openi

known as leverets, are precocial: fully furred, abf® §3¢ Prush. Jackrabbits do best in levebavide
see, and active within minutes of being born. gfreas where they can take advantage of their speed

advanced are they that jackrabbit mothers nursé* "4t hough theydre flex
leverets for only a week, and the young achieve"UMerous habitats, they evolved asideders.

independence at one month.

* k% %

#* P

Photo curtesy of Joseph Bel

Continued on fage
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Black-t a1 | ed Jackr abbit continued£@é

Their enormous ears not only alert them to dangeodern economics attempted to quantify their impac
also help dissipate heat. Jackrabbits derive neahtyta# late 1800s, some agricultural communities
their water from their diet, which includes grassésndled the jackrabbit problem by conducting rabbit
forbs, shrubs, some woody vegetation, and, tottleiri ves. These were big
detriment, a number of crops. Jackrabbits can bexaggerating when | say they were the Garlic Festiv
active any time of day, but are largely nocturnalpf their time. An 1892 rabbit drive near Fresno drew
spending most of the daylight hours underthe ®verldD 0 peopl e (more t han
shrubs. This is especially true during hot weath@&stimated 20,000 jackrabbits. That was accomplishe
They dondot dig or us e byraordinating an atmy of peopdeeside by sde tp fo
on camouflage and whatever refuge bushes cam moving wall, advancing across an open area, herc
provide. Their predators are many: eagles, hawktse rabbits toward a large corral. Extended fencing
great horned owls, bobcats, foxes, and dogs alleehsied the group to funnel the rabbits into the
jackrabbits, but coyotes are their primary nemesiaclosure. Once inside they were dispatched with
When flushed, jackrabbits bound away erraticalty Inu b s . Unfortunately fo
order to throw off a peaslugrasi muchssewspgedg

enough. Theyore also afj finch®R thdt hd@drived tdok flaefliring
cover twenty feet in one bound. peak population cycles and jackrabbit numbers wou
Like many species besieged by predators, have fallen anyway. Rabbit drives were common
jackrabbits compensate by producing a lot of yathingudhout the Central Valley for a couple of decade
northern regions they have fewer litters but the litééose yielding to more modern methods: poisons,
are larger; in the south they have more litters buepellents, and improved fencing. Today, rabbit drive

fewer young per | i tt eseemlikasongethingstd profonndlgweiadlandfbarlya
in warmer regions to produce four litters in a sinjlat the whole notion seems like fiction.

year. Jackrabbits can live at least seven years, but most * % %

probably dondt survive even half that | ong

rather than later something gets them. PopulationsPU"Ng the 1930s two brothers from Wyoming
often run in cycles. At their zenith in favorable h\é{HRa%,” interest in both hunting and taxidermy affixe
population densities may approach 1,000 per s&@?&r of modest antlers to the head of a jackrabbit
mile. Because prime habitat often includes grazind1§ny 0d shot, and in so
and agricultural fields, jackrabbits are considerel%fOthers not only coined that rarest of terms, a
serious pests, consuming grains, vegetables, alp&f(tj{panteau within a portmanteau, their purported
and cotton, while damaging young orchards. Bejgﬂg@bbit/amelope cross went on to become the
their impact on crops, agricultural economists Y& St 0s most enduring my
determined that 150 jackrabbits consume as mdrigfoot. Jackalopes have become part of the culture
forage in a year as o leingmoyntain\est where it sgems as f evgry|
transgression in the West. has a jackalope head mounted on a wall.

But jackrabbits had been targeted long before Continued on Bage
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Black-tailed Jackrabbit continued...

Youdd be hard pressedgr awos.,fiardemdt] agdkad olpaeb im
any of our local watering holes. Come to think othgir ability to run. Unable to occupy forests and
you dondt see many | a slépesgdrhrabhitsareahusoenctuded from many Gt «
either. While the blaeliled jackrabbit is doing justprotected natural areas. Coe has its share of subopt
fine throughout i ts r habitatebutthe paekralso contaiastplerdyrofearedst
places around here that still harbor jackrabbits. Miehe jackrabbits can thrive, places of low relief suc
of that is due to habitafildke agricultural lands ofas the upper Orestimba Creek watershed, Mustang
the Santa Clara Valley are almost completely gdflat, Paradise Flat, San Antonio Valley, and along
Jackrabbits have been pushed to the margins, tb&tensive ridge tops such as Willow Ridge and Cour
stronghold being undeveloped areas aroundtheL i ne Road. And I 0om wil | |
southern end of San Francisco Bay. Unless thefeuaickin the vicinity of Jackrabbit Lake, which would
large patches of open space within city limits, thieg fitting in more ways than the obvious. After all,
candt ot her wi se exi st jackrabbitsrark laares, aot rabaits, and dackiabbst Lial
generally dondét cont aistockporel, notplkg2. habitat the\
either. Further, steep hillsides, even those covered in
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So Much More Than Four Walls and a Roof

by Teddy Goodrich
Pine Ridge Association Historian

park fees, register for backpacking, purches®im that way for long. Sada and District

snack and a cold drink, buy a map, or asBdperintendent Frinke visited the park in August 197
directions, but it is so much more! Our visitor cdntehoose its location. She hired San Francisco
was a gift from Sada Coe Robinson, who not onfirchitect George Livermore to design the building, a
wanted a place where park visitors could do all tbesar Meyer, the contractor who built the metal barr
things, but also a place where they could learn aboré than twenty years earlier, to do the constructio

the history of Pine Ridge and the brave pioneers Whq first pians did not please either Sada or state
brought their families to live in what was essentiﬁ‘HYkaofﬁcials. A surviving drawing shows a long, low
wilderness one hundred and more years ago. modern building with no visible windows. The plans
1 were rejected. The next attempt was a ranch style
building in keeping with the other buildings in the
historic ranch complex. Both Sada and the state par
officials agreed this was the style of building that wa
best suited to the park. A long row of northwest faci
windows gave the impression of a front porch, and tt
red painted board and batten exterior and white
painted beadboard interior mimicked the ranch hou:

T he Coe Ranch visitor center is a placetotpay be anony mous, but do

Construction began April 26, 1971, with

wrie - excavation for the lower level. The foundation and
The Coe Ranch Entrance Visitor Center as it appeaﬁlm%y].g were

. _ _ _ finished by m
For the first thirteen years of its existence, Hm\é Betwee 1

W. Coe State Park had no visitor center. The rg0gl 1wang ;
house was the park oft]dnec,sethea;&,‘; P ’*:»ang
residence. Fees were collected by park staff in ﬁ‘mu\/ent a1 = YN

kiosk on side of the road. There were no maps ‘?Hg roofing ar
very few trails. Bathrooms? Your choice of eig@lre@ttrical werd

toilets in the c‘)temporfm?sﬁegau

Finally in 1970 progress began on what woulti8", and the
become our present visitor center. Sada, who haailding was
wished for a visitor center for so long, donated completed
$100,000 to the California State Park FoundatioAugust 0 The park office was moved from the
specifically for the construction of a visitor center at
Henry W. Coe State Park. The donation was intended

Continued on page
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So Much More Than Four Walls and a Roof continued...

ranch house to the new visitor center and a phonearsdes fireplace, but money ran out before it was
installed Octobers21 built. This room, too, contained many treasures fron

H When all was in the Coe family, some dating back to the Revolutiona

| place, a War.

& luncheon
== honoring Sada
rwas given in the
new visitor
£}’ center, May 17,
N 1972,

Originally the
visitor center
had two Ohouse
r o o dresliving room and a dining room that served

as reminders of the history of the Coe family. ThE . -

T uncheon honoring Sada at the new Visitor Center.
room to the east, now primarily used as a PRA affi€@ttendees were Director William Mott, architect ¢
was a living room, and the room to the west, a dineymore, contractor Oscar Meyer, and Sada Coe |

room. The furnishings were provided by Sada. Bob _ _
Reese, state historian, visited her at her home on I\Ithe tack room focuses on cattle ranching twentie

Hamilton Road and wasCFE'ItHrtyoséiyéﬁe WI(PQtQ\ilélp|
want . 0 | believe maH%;lchgrfdothht%cquvgegBytHFnirylppe. ThFel

majority of which are now in a state storage faciﬁ@f,seShoe display contains blacksmithing tools done

were from her great u HYcBler@i? Nupgs, pig pidhe E‘% anpyemployges @
Bangor, Maine. The silverware on the dining tabiE'e Ridge. Most of the photos in the room were
bore the initials S8ISada Loantha Hartfiorn originally taken by Andrew P. Hill, a good friend of th
Thomas Coeds wife for CRAoM 8LEE Ras dQmefdOOT

. - ' I
Originally the living room was to have an elabor&g> "€Ver mtended to g_o anywhere. Not to be _
- - TR, | overlooked is the small interpretive room downstairs

that can be used as a place for programs and meetir
The beautiful mural was painted by western artist
Kathy Paivinen.

rRan! The visitor center has undergone many changes
" since 1971, but it remains a memorial to times gone
and will always be a pe
vision and generosity.

S S i Want to learn more park history? Search for Tedgly
P Goodrichds articles in th

The newly constructed Visitor Center. ZO%o e WII } % EIXV}S&Zholdo} EFeA20 O
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