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These Quiet Hills... 

August 15, 2023 marked the 70th anniversary of Sada Coe Robinsonõs gift 

deed of the original 12,230-acre Pine Ridge Ranch that it may become a 

park for the people. For seventy years, Coe Park has been the Bay Areaõs 

backyard wilderness. Nearly fifty-thousand people visit it annually. For 

many, the park is a refuge from the noise of modern life, where natureõs 

polyphony is interrupted only by oneõs breath while walking or biking up 

the parkõs many steep trails or by the steady beat of a horseõs hooves. Coe 

Park is a sanctuary for mountain lions, red-legged frogs, bobcats, coyotes, 

Coast Range Newts, black-tailed deer, tule elk, and hundreds of species of 

birds. Coe Park is a wild and vast protected land where one may explore 

and leave nothing but footprints. Sadaõs dedication on the Monument 

should be our promise to current and future generations:  òMay these 

quiet hills bring peace to the souls of those who are seeking.ó 

May we have the wisdom to preserve Sadaõs gift of peace and quiet.  
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Volunteers Rebuild the Cattle Chute 

T 
he next time you visit the Coe Ranch 

Entrance, you might notice a brand-new cattle 

chute and squeeze pen where the old one 

stood. Your eyes arenõt deceiving you! The original 

chute and fencing were on their last legs and ready to 

fall over. 

Sada Coe Robinson had the cattle chute, squeeze 

pen, metal barn, and much of the corral fencing 

constructed around 1950 with the intention of 

establishing a modern cattle operation. For reasons 

perhaps known only to Sada, her ambitions were never 

realized. Three years later, she donated the Pine Ridge 

Ranch to Santa Clara County, and the rest is history. 

Though the cattle chute was never used for its intended 

purpose, it has been an iconic presence at the Coe 

Ranch Entrance for the last seventy years. 

Unfortunately, time has not been kind to it. There 

have been efforts over the years to keep it upright, but 

it was in a pretty sorry state as of late.  

A group of dedicated 

Coe uniformed volunteers 

led by Art Pon and Mike 

Otte removed and replaced 

the dilapidated cattle chute. 

The project began at the 

end of August and 

continued well into 

September. Volunteers 

removed the rotted posts, 

dug new holes, installed 

hefty railroad ties as posts, 

poured concrete, and hung 

new fencing. Volunteers 

were painstaking in their 

efforts to make the new 

chute as authentic as 

possible, which now includes òcowpokeó ramps on 

either side. The new chute and fencing will be sealed 

with a wood protectant and left in their natural color, 

as opposed to the firehouse red paint that was on the 

old chute and many other buildings at the Coe Ranch 

Entrance. The red paint was introduced and applied 

liberally by State Parks staff in the early 60s and is not 

authentic to the ranching period.  

The craftsmanship that went into this chute and 

squeeze pen is truly exquisite. It is built to last another 

seventy years! A lot of love went into this project, and 

these hardworking volunteers deserve all the credit. 

Like the old one, this new volunteer-built cattle chute 

will likely never be used for cattle. Yet it will continue 

to greet visitors, help us interpret the parkõs ranching 

history, and hopefully stand for generations as a 

monument to those ògreat and sturdy pioneers,ó as 

Sada would have wished. 

Continued on page 4 
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Volunteers Rebuild Cattle Chute continued... 

Continued on page 5 
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Volunteers Rebuild Cattle Chute continued... 
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