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Remembering Dave Hildebrand

-The Pine Ridge Association’s First President-

For Dave
by Bob Patrie

everal years ago, Dave remembered:

"I took my first hike in Coe park in 1974 after
running out of new places to go in Castle Rock
State Park. I went to China Hole via the Mile Trail
and back by the old steep China Hole Trail. I knew
I had found a new hiking home!”

"Shortly after this hike, I was introduced to Bob
Patrie by Ranger Joe White. Bob and I became
every Sunday hiking partners. In the next 10-15
years we explored nearly all of the original park's

13,000 acres.”

"For the last several years I haven't been able to get
to Coe Park as often as I would like, but is good to
know that it is still there."

Joe White was the new ranger at Coe. A few years
carlier, legislation created something called "California
Cooperating State Park Associations" to provide
educational and interpretive programs in California
State Parks, and Joe wanted to create one for Coe
Park. Over the next year he gathered a small group of
park visitors and park neighbors. In 1975, they
gathered in the living room of Leon Thomas in Morgan
Hill. They named the new group The Pine Ridge

Association.

Dave was the PRA's first president, a position he
held for at least six of his fifteen(??) years as a board
member. I think that is fair to say that Dave carried the
PRA on his shoulders for more than a decade, a period
during which the PRA could have easily failed without
his leadership.

The Ponderosa - Summer 2024

David B. Hildebrand (1935—2022)

In April 1978, Dave and I along with the new
ranger at Coe, Barry Breckling, joined George and
Leon Thomas on a trip to their approximately 1,200
acre ranch at Cold Flat, just north of the park. The
Thomas brothers were interested in selling the
property and we wanted to gather information to make
the case for its purchase. Barry created an inventory of
the plants and cultural items we saw, Dave
photographed what we saw, and I just enjoyed what we
saw. The problem was now finding legislative support
for the acquisition in Sacramento. Dave organized the
data and photos from the visit into a book, copies of
which were presented to the Real Estate Division of
DPR and to The Loma Prieta Chapter of the Sierra
Club. Still, no legislative support materialized for more
than a year. Then the Coit Ranch to the east of Coe
was put on the market and Senator Al Alquist authored
SB-582 to purchase the more than 17,000-acre

property. Lobbying by the Sierra Club successfully
Continued on Page 4
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Remembering Dave Hildebrand continued...

added the Thomas Ranch to the
legislation which was subsequently
passed by the Assembly in September
1979. Henry W. Coe State Park had

more than doubled in size.

In March 1979, Dave edited and
published the first edition of "The

Ponderosa,” the PRA's newsletter -
two pages composed with a text
editor on a home brew computer and printed on a dot
matrix printer. The hand drawn graphics were literally
cut and pasted onto the page. Dave continued as the
newsletter's editor until 1990 when he handed things

over to Barbara Bessey and Kevin Gilmartin.

In the early 1980s, Dave successfully won grants
from IBM, his employer, to equip the PRA with its first
computers and he trained volunteers in their use before

most people knew how to spell "PC".

Dave, while never a uniformed volunteer, often led
interpretive programs at the Coe Ranch headquarters,
and his wildflower photos continue to be a resource for

both park staft and visitors.

Dave was an original member of the Trails
Advisory Committee. Under the direction of Coe
Sector Superintendent Kay Robinson, the Trail
Committee's work created the data needed to create
the park's award winning 2002 Henry W. Coe State
Park Trail & Camping Map. More than two decades
and three editions later, thousands of park maps have
been sold and have been used by CalFire to manage

both the Lick and SCU Complex fires.

Then there were the wildflowers! They were
Dave's passion. After years of taking closeup photos of
Coe's year round floral displays, he became frustrated
with the difficulty of identifying all the plants that he
had seen. He solved the problem by taking several

Banner from the first issue of The Ponderosa in March 1979.

botany courses at San Jose State University. Before
going digital, Dave developed and printed his color
photos in a small darkroom at home using a process

called Cibachrome - look it up.

Not all of Dave's plant photos were of little things.
The PRA logo which depicts Sada's Pine was derived
from a photo that Dave took of the iconic Ponderosa

Pine near the junction of Manzanita Point Road and the

Corral Trail.

Dave and I spent many Sundays exploring Coe. We
rediscovered springs, many of which probably hadn't
been visited since the 1940s or 1950s. We found long
forgotten cabins now marked only by piles of rocks that
once formed chimneys. We hiked around the Blue
Ridge loop under the full moon. We huddled under
bushes on rainy days while Dave lit up his camp stove
and made a couple of cups of hot soup - Dave never

skipped lunch.

Lots of miles and lots of good memories. Like many of
us, Dave found peace in the quiet hills of Henry W.
Coe State Park. I'm a better person for having enjoyed
Dave's friendship.

He will be missed.

Dave is survived by his brother, Richard; daughters
Melanie, Peggy, Mary and several grandchildren.

Continued on page 5
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Remembering Dave Hildebrand continued...

My Memory of David Hildebrand
by Joe White

hen I first arrived at Henry W. Coe State

Park as the Unit Ranger in late summer

of 1974, Dave Hildebrand was one of the
first park visitors that I met as he was bringing his Boy
Scout troop for pack—in camping trips to Manzanita

Point and Poverty Flat.

That year the California State Park System had just
adopted the National Park System program of
establishing nonprofit cooperating associations for
individual Park Units. Iimmediately signed up for the
first training class. Upon returning to the Park, I
began to solicit candidates to form the first Board of
Directors for the soon-to-be Pine Ridge Association. I
tried to acquire representatives from all of the varied
interest groups of the Park from backpackers, day
hikers, equestrians, historians, cattlemen and more. 1
solicited Dave as the representative of youth groups. A
bit hesitant at first, Dave proved to be a dedicated
promoter and worker for the formation of the
Association. He was particularly motivated after a

meeting with Sada Coe-Robinson.

I truly believe that David Hildebrand was a major
factor in creating the Pine Ridge Association that we

know today.

atned qog
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Dave’s iconic photograph of Sada’s Pine, which became the PRA logo.

Dave and his wife, Eleanor.
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Creatures of Coe

Pronghorn
by ]oseph Belli

ronghorn in Coe? No way.

[ understand the skepticism. But it’s true. Barry

Breckling informs us in his book From Under My
Brim that in the spring of 1990, several pronghorn were
spotted near Arnold Field, part of a group that was
released on a neighboring ranch by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife in an effort to restore

pronghorn to central California.

& %k 3k

Unlike grizzly bears, elk, or a number of other
mammals, pronghorn didn’t reach North America by
crossing the Bering Land Bridge. They evolved here,
and their evolution has a fascinating twist. You're
probably aware that pronghorn are among the fastest
animals in the world, second only to cheetahs, capable
of speeds approaching 60 MPH. But there are two
other elements to the pronghorn story that are less
widely known. One is that cheetahs used to prowl
North America; they disappeared relatively recently,
around 25,000 years ago, and it was their presence that
pressured pronghorn into becoming the speed demons

we know today.

The other is that pronghorn aren’t just amazingly
fast, they possess superlative stamina. They can gallop
at 40 MPH for an extended period of time, in effect
jogging at a speed that North American predators can’t
achieve in a sprint. Cheetahs, the ultimate speedsters,
can only maintain top speed in short bursts. Pronghorn
can run for hours at only a slightly reduced speed
thanks to their impressive aerobic capacity, an
adaptation to eons of coexistence with cheetahs. Thus,
adult pronghorn rarely die at the jaws of a predator.

Wolves, well known for their pack-hunting efficiency

and their ability to pursue prey for miles on end,
almost never target pronghorn. Coyotes, eagles,
bobcats, and bears all prey on newborns, but the
window for doing so is incredibly short, for fawns are
highly precocious, able to walk within hours after
birth. They spend the first couple of weeks of life
hidden on the ground, and by the age of a month can

outrun any predator.

* 3k sk

At the time of Lewis and Clark, pronghorn ranged
widely across the western portion of the continent,
from southern Canada through the western section of
the Great Plains south into northern Mexico. They
were most numerous in prairies and deserts, arid lands
with wide open spaces where they could wander with
abandon and spot danger from a distance. They also
occupied high-elevation plateaus like Yellowstone
while generally avoiding slopes and mountainous
regions. They steered clear of forests and didn’t occupy
the damp Pacific Northwest, nor did they ever occur in
the humid eastern half of the continent. In California,
the deserts, Central Valley, and coastal plains were
their preferred haunts. Like bison, they existed in
staggering numbers, perhaps tens of millions, but
indiscriminate hunting and habitat loss took their toll.
By 1900, those millions of pronghorn had plummeted
to 20,000. The rise of modern game management
benefited them greatly, as a number of states took
action to protect their pronghorn populations, if only
for hunting. They’ve since rebounded nicely, and today
roughly one million pronghorn roam the open spaces

of the West, with Wyoming having the most robust

Continued on page 7
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Creatures of Coe: Pronghorn continued...

population.

In California, pronghorn
numbers crashed following the
Gold Rush. Coastal populations
disappeared swiftly and
completely while those in the
Central Valley dwindled. The last
pronghorn in the Central Valley
may have been sighted near
Mendota in the 1920s, though
Ingles suggests a sighting as
recently as the 1950s near
Coalinga. They held out in the
deserts of southeastern California

into the 1930s, when they

disappeared from Antelope

Valley, the land surrounding
Palmdale and Lancaster north of
Los Angeles. Pronghorn managed
to hang on in their stronghold, the
Great Basin sagebrush steppe in the
northeastern sliver of the state, and
it was that population that became
the source for the current herds
near Mono Lake and the Carrizo
Plain, as well as reintroduction

attempts in our area.

In the 1980s the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife
translocated pronghorn from
northeastern California to several
locations in central and northern
California. One such site was a
private ranch neighboring the park.
It was an odd choice given
pronghorn’s preference for flat,

open landscapes, and not

The Ponderosa - Summer 2024

surprisingly those animals
dispersed, some heading east to
Isabel Valley and others west to
Coyote Ridge, where they were
occasionally in full view of
motorists driving along Highway
101. Several wandered into Coe for
a least a few days, and those were
the animals spotted in Arnold

Field.

Ultimately, pronghorn
reintroduction locally was far less
successful than tule elk, and today
those efforts have nothing to show
for it, for pronghorn are once again
absent. Why remains open to
conjecture. It could be that the
efforts were too meager—not
enough time and not enough

animals released. Maybe a more

Pronghorn photographed by the author on the Carrizo Plain.

vigorous attempt would have
succeeded, but I don’t know the

details surrounding that effort.

I suspect a bigger factor is
habitat. The terrain is just too
steep, and the forests and chaparral
blanketing much of Coe and
surrounding areas are far from ideal
for the species. The only parts of
Coe that look anything like
pronghorn habitat are places like
Paradise Flat and upper San
Antonio Valley, but those locations
are too small and isolated to sustain

a population.

Pronghorn were also released
near Livermore and south of
Pinnacles, places with rolling hills
and better habitat, but by 2010

Continued on page 8

g ydosof




Creatures of Coe: Pronghorn continued...

those pronghorn were gone as well. Again, it’s hard to
say why they failed, but here are two additional factors
to consider: low-quality forage and fences. Pronghorn
can be finicky eaters; dried grasses abound throughout
the region for much of the year, but such fodder
provides scant nutrition, and if there’s little nutritional
value in the forage reproduction suffers. Pronghorn
seem to do best on shrubs and forbs, especially
compared to the non-native grasses that carpet so much

of the region.

Fences act as barriers. Pronghorn don’t jump as
readily as deer, and when they do, the results can be
tragic when barbed wire is involved. Pronghorn prefer
to crawl under barbed wire, but need about 18 inches

of clearance to do so, and few fences satisfy that

condition. The result is a population hemmed in and
constrained, unable to wander wide and access better

food, and potentially more vulnerable to coyotes.

Today, if you want to view pronghorn without
heading all the way to the Great Basin, your best bet is
the Carrizo Plain. You might not even have to go that
far—pronghorn are occasionally seen in the low-lying
hills north of Paso Robles, a sign perhaps that the
Carrizo herd is expanding. That’s a welcome thought,
but don’t expect any more sightings in Coe. I wasn’t
among those lucky few to glimpse pronghorn browsing
in Arnold Field. I guess I can live with that knowing
these unique, incredibly athletic creatures still roam
with abandon a couple of hours’ drive—or, in

pronghorn terms, a couple of hours” run—south.

Bear With Me

f you work at Coe, chances are you’ve fielded

questions from campers and backpackers asking if

there are any bears in the park, and that’s always
been an easy answer: No, there are no bears in Coe,
nor have there been since the last grizzly regrettably

disappeared well over a century ago.

But times are changing, and just because grizzlies
are gone doesn’t mean that bears will never wander the
park again. California’s black bear population has seen
a robust increase over the past several decades, with
individuals showing up in some highly unusual
locations. In June, a camera trap maintained by the
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency captured video of a
black bear at a culvert beneath Highway 152 along
Pacheco Pass, and it’s nothing if not conclusive. That’s
definitely not a large pig. Google it and see for

yourself—the video is online on several platforms.

The precise location of the culvert and camera trap

was not disclosed, but I'm guessing it’s not far from

Bell Station and Kaiser Aetna Road. There’s been some
solid evidence of at least one bear east of Pinnacles, and
occasional sightings in the Santa Cruz Mountains, but
the closest population inhabits Big Sur. To the best of
my knowledge this is the first black bear documented

in eastern Santa Clara County.

Will there be more? Hard to say; this might be a
solitary, wandering male ready to return from
wherever he came from. But even if that’s the case, I

find the possibility of bears returning to Coe pretty

exciting, even if they’re not grizzlies.

,3 @e\, ®
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Oak Mistletoe

by Molly Shaw

In the case of the misseltoe, which draws its nourishment from
certain trees, which has seeds that must be transported by certain
birds, and which has flowers with separate sexes absolutely
requiring the agency of certain insects to bring pollen from one
flower to the other, it is. . .preposterous to account for the structure

of this parasite, with its relations to several distinct organic beings,
by the effects of external conditions, or of habit, or of the volition of
the plant itself.

From On the Origin of Species (1859), by Charles Darwin

he story of mistletoe is full of evolutionary

twists and turns, with millions of years’ worth

of invention and reinvention as mistletoe has
climbed from its original root parasitism up into the
crowns of trees. While mistletoe parasitism is well
known, research from the last few decades is
improving our understanding on how mistletoe might
not only be an ecological superstar, but also might

benefit its hosts. But more on that later.

The word mistletoe is from Old English, and some
sources suggest that the word is a combination of mistel
(urine, mist; or possibly mash or dung) and tan (twig)
possibly due to early observations that mistletoe would
appear on branches where birds had left droppings.
Since newly-germinated mistletoe usually grows for 3-
5 years before it produces its first leaves, I wonder
about this etymology. Other sources say that mistel has

meant mistletoe all along.

We have two mistletoes at Coe -- oak, also known
as Pacific, mistletoe (Phoradendron villosum) (literally,
hairy tree-thief), pictured above, and western dwarf
mistletoe (Arceuthobium spp.) (literally, living on
juniper). Oak mistletoe is native to western North
America from Oregon to Mexico, and is mainly found
here on valley oaks (Quercus lobata), blue oaks (Q.
douglasii), and black oaks (Q. kelloggii). Dwarf mistletoe

species grow throughout much of the world, and here

9 The Ponderosa - Summer 2024

Clumps of oak mistletoe (Phoradendron villosum) high up in a valley oak
(Quercus lobata) on the Corral Trail at Henry W. Coe SP, June 2024
at Coe two are found on our ponderosa pines and gray
pines. Compared to the effects of oak mistletoe on our

oaks, dwarf mistletoe’s parasitism can be quite
damaging to its pine hosts and can make trees more
vulnerable to disease vectors such as bark beetles or

fungus.

Mistletoe is classified as an obligate hemiparasite --
it requires a suitable host in order to reproduce, and it
lives as a parasite while also photosynthesizing. As it
siphons off the water and essential elements such as
nitrogen, potassium, and phosphorus it needs from the
host’s xylem, the water-conducting tissue just inside
the bark, many mistletoes also produce much of their

own food through the chlorophyll in their leaves. By

Continued on page 10
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Oak Mistletoe continued...

tapping into trees, mistletoe has bypassed the need to
make its own roots in the ground. Mistletoe is
evergreen, so even though its host might be leafless in
the winter, mistletoe grows and thrives, year-round.
What’s more, mistletoe keeps its leaf pores open all
day and night. As mistletoe leaves lose moisture
through evaporation, the resulting water-potential
gradient from the host to the mistletoe to the
surrounding air continually draws water from the tree.
This is pretty smart -- plants tend to time the opening
and closing of their leaf pores (the stomata) in response
to variations in temperature and humidity in order to
capture or conserve as much water as possible.
Mistletoe leaves, on the other hand, with their always-

open pores, are siphoning fluid from oaks constantly.

How does mistletoe get a toe-hold into its oak
host? The whole process is not fully understood, but
generally, here is what happens. Berries form in the
winter, and are a few millimeters across. Each berry
holds one seed, surrounded by a sticky pulp called
viscin which survives the trip through a bird’s digestive
tract. The birds involved in oak mistletoe seed
dispersal at Coe include robins, bluebirds, thrushes,
and cedar waxwings. Seeds are deposited on bark
cither through regurgitation, excretion, or when a bird
wipes its beak against a branch. The viscin keeps the
seed firmly in place and digestive enzymes in or on the
seed might help it to work its way into the host’s bark.
Oak mistletoe seeds require sunlight to germinate, and
the seeds photosynthesize the energy they need to
grow a rootlike structure called a haustorium into and
under the host’s bark. In some cases, the haustorium
(from Latin haustor, meaning one who draws, drains, or
drinks) can regrow a complete new mistletoe clump if
the plant is removed from a tree’s outer bark.
Therefore, pruning far below the point of attachment

may be necessary to rid a tree of its mistletoe.

But do we want to rid a tree of its mistletoe? If

saving a struggling ponderosa pine is the goal, removal
of its dwarf mistletoe may help. However, a recent
study carried out in Australia suggests that mistletoe
should be considered a keystone species, based on its
apparent role in maintaining forest health. Researchers
found that large-scale removal of mistletoe (in this
case, 40 tons of mistletoe, which was left on the
ground for livestock fodder) led to a 30% decrease in
the area’s number of bird species after 3 years. The
mammals and reptiles in the study area also declined,

even those who weren’t arboreal.

In the case of oaks at Coe, a healthy oak laden with
mistletoe is providing abundant habitat and food to area
residents, as well as year-round nutrient-rich leaf litter
to the surrounding soil. Oak mistletoe is also a host
plant for the great purple hairstreak butterfly. In a
California study published in 2018, 667 oaks
comprising valley oaks, black oaks, and blue oaks were
monitored, some for as long as 38 years. Mistletoe
abundance, oak diameter, oak mortality, and acorn
production were all measured regularly. The
researchers found a significant, overall positive
relationship between mistletoe clumps and acorn
production, and no relationship between mistletoe
growth and tree diameter or tree mortality. Therefore,
they reason, the presence of oak mistletoe can be a sign
of overall good health of the tree as well as an indicator
of good soil fertility and of an ecosystem with good
biodiversity.

A parasite as an indicator of a healthy ecosystem?
Mistletoe is complex. Perhaps in time its obligate
hemiparasite classification will be adjusted, and some
mistletoes may come to be seen as beneficial epiphytes.
In the meantime, scout out the lovely oak mistletoes at
Coe, give your sweetheart a kiss just because, and
consider all the organisms who enjoy the gifts of this

multifaceted aerial intruder.
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Morgan Hill in 1950

by Teddy Goodrich

Pine Ridge Association Historian

yorpoony £ppa,

his was Sada Coe’s view of Morgan Hill as she

drove down from Pine Ridge to run errands in

town. In 1950, Morgan Hill’s population was
1,627. The primary industries were all agricultural:
prune and walnut orchards, chickens for egg

production, vineyards and several wineries.

In 1950, Sada was 39 years old and called Pine
Ridge her home for three years. The metal barn and all
the corrals and equipment she needed for her dream of
a modern cattle operation were in the process of

construction.

She was living in the ranch house, but she was no
stranger to living there. She and her former husband,
Charlie Robinson, lived here for several years before
purchasing their own ranch east of Gilroy. The
bathroom and kitchen were added to the house by her
brother some years before, so there was running
water, but no electricity*. The wood stove** and the
fireplace were the only source of heat, and when the

sun went down, kerosene lamps were the only source

11 The Ponderosa - Summer 2024

of light. At this time, many rural ranches used Butane
powered Servel refrigerators to keep perishable food,
but there is no mention of a Butane tank in any of the
historic records, so it is unlikely she was able to keep
food cold. Her father had a phone line installed shortly
after the ranch house was constructed in 1905, so she
did have a phone. It was undoubtedly a party line and
probably worked as well as Coe phones have worked

ever since — not very well.

I am sure she looked forward to her trips to
Morgan Hill even though it was a long drive in her old
pickup truck on narrow, unpaved Steeley Road.
Shortly after leaving Pine Ridge, she passed the
driveway to Oak Flat Ranch. At the end of summer,
her neighbor who ran cattle there helped her mow and
harvest the grain she grew for winter feed for the six
head of cattle she kept on the ranch. Continuing down
the hill, she passed more ranch land, most of it owned

by the Jackson family. The only other dwelling she

Continued on page 12



Morgan Hill in 1950 continued...

passed was the vacant home of the former Jackson
Ranch foreman, Alfred Petersen, at the hairpin turn
above Anderson Lake. He was no longer needed once
the dam was built in 1950. It would take several years
for the lake to fill, but the valley where the Jackson’s
home, barns, and the fields where their cattle grazed
was already flooded. She crossed Cochrane Bridge over
the rising lake level, then continued down Thomas
Grade and across Hill Road to East Dunne Avenue.
Dunne Avenue was single lane as were all country
roads in Morgan Hill. Driving toward town, she passed

few homes and many prune orchards.

Eventually she crossed the railroad tracks and made
her way down to Monterey Road. At the junction,
Morgan Hill Elementary School was on her right, and
St. Catherine’s Catholic Church on her left. Most of
the businesses in Morgan Hill were to the right on
Monterey Road between 2" and 4" Streets. If she
needed groceries, she either went to the Red and
White Market next to the Farmer’s Union or to the
new Telfer’s Market further down Monterey across
from Live Oak High School.*** Drugstore? Only
one, Morgan Hill Drugs on the southeast corner of 2nd
and Monterey. Something from the hardware store?
Ede’s Hardware on the southwest corner of 2" and

Monterey .

When she finished shopping, she pulled into

Newton Bryan’s gas station and filled her truck with
gas, then headed over to Park Way to visit her good
friend Maybelle Oberg.

All too soon her day in town was over. The sun
was sinking low on the horizon when she headed back

to Dunne Avenue and her long trip back to the ranch.

Three years later in 1953, Sada gave up her dream
of her own cattle ranch. Change was coming to the
way of life she had always known. In her words, “She
realized, with her, was the end of an episode. In future
years, this lovely wilderness would be no more.” ###
To preserve what she had known, she gave Pine Ridge
to Santa Clara County to become a park in memory of
her father. The county, unequipped to manage a
wilderness park, in turn sold it to the state of California

for a token sum in 1958.

*Electricity, provided by PG& E, didn’t arrive at Pine
Ridge until 1975. Prior to that date, electricity was

provided by a propane powered generator.

*¥*The Coe’s original wood stove is in the “replica”

outdoor kitchen in front of the ranch house.
*%% Now the site of Britton School.

**%* The Pine Ridge Country, by Sada S. Coe.

Murphy’s Peak (aka El Toro)

Diana Avenue \

Guglielmo Winery

\
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July’s Extreme Heat

oe was especially golden-brown and crispy

during the month of July. With daytime

temperatures soaring, visitors and staff alike
huddled around portable AC units in the Coe Ranch
Visitor Center as our resident gray fox family sought
shelter in the shade. The first half of July appears to
have been one of the hottest two-week periods on
record at the park. The two Remote Automated
Weather Stations (RAWS) in the park have provided
not only valuable data on this extreme weather but also
demonstrated just how varied weather conditions can

be in this rugged park.

The graphs below illustrate the temperatures
recorded at the Cordoza Ridge and Orestimba Creek
automated stations for most of July. For geographical
reference, the Cordoza Ridge station sits on a ridgetop
at the western edge of the park at 2,331 feet, whereas
the Orestimba Creek station is nestled in a wide
canyon further inland at 1,345 feet. For the first two
weeks of the month, both weather stations consistently
recorded high temperatures in the vicinity of 100° F.
However, since the Orestimba Creek station is further
inland and at a lower elevation where sinking air settles
and is compressed, it reached highs at or above 100°
for eleven consecutive days and peaked at 113° on July
6". Daytime temperatures typically get cooler with
increased elevation as pressure decreases and air

molecules spread out. The higher Cordoza Ridge

station reached a slightly cooler, though still stifling,
108°.

The effect of elevation really seems to come into
play with overnight lows. When skies are clear and
wind speeds are reasonably stable at night, lower
elevations in the park tend to cool faster than higher
elevations as warm air rises and colder air sinks. This
results in a thermal inversion, where a layer of warmer
air rests over cooler air. The Cordoza Ridge station
usually sits above this inversion, which means it
experiences warmer temperatures at night and thus less
extreme differences in highs and lows overall. When
Cordoza was 108° on July 6", its low was only 74°.
The thermometer at the Coe Ranch Entrance, which
sits at 2,644 feet, recorded a low of 83°. Anyone who
has arrived at the Coe Ranch Entrance at 8 am in

summer knows what it’s like to open their car door

Continued on Page 14

Temperature data from the Cordoza Ridge and Orestimba Creck automated weather stations for most of July 2024.
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July’s Extreme Heat continued...

and feel the moisture in their nostrils instantly
evaporate. There is quite a drastic temperature change
between lower and higher elevations in the morning,
which is evident in the Orestimba Creek data. On the
same day Orestimba Creck reached 113°, the low at 6
am that morning was a somewhat chilly 57° (26°
cooler than the Coe Ranch Entrance). However,
temperatures climbed quickly once the sun had fully
risen. By 9 am, Orestimba Creck was 95°—a nearly
40° increase in three hours. The relative humidity
dropped from 67% at 6 am to 20 % by 9 am (the low
was 9 % at 3 pm). Imagine what that rapid shift in heat
and humidity would feel like! Regardless, those of us
who live in the greater Bay Area are most fortunate to
experience overnight cooling during a heatwave—

much of the country does not.

Coe can be an inhospitable place during a
heatwave, and it’s wise to postpone your visit until a
cooler day if you can. If you must visit the park when
it’s hot, plan a shorter trip and start at sunrise or wait
until the evening. Visitors often underestimate hot
weather and the amount of water they should carry.
High temperatures, dehydration, and the park’s steep
and often exposed terrain can result in an expensive
helicopter ride to the nearest ER. So, carry at least 1
liter of water per person per hour while engaged in
strenuous activities in the park, know the signs and
symptoms of heat-related illness, and avoid the hottest
part of the day. Also, while there are a few places in
the park with enough water to cool off, most involve a
long and strenuous hike. Fortunately for Bay Area
residents, there is a large, cool body of water within
driving distance: the Pacific Ocean. As recent weather

has demonstrated, Coe is not a place to beat the heat!

To check the forecast, air quality, or current
weather conditions at the park, visit https://

coepark.net/planning-your-visit/weather-at-coe-

ark/.

Weather conditions on July 6th at the Cordoza Ridge

and Orestimba Creek stations.

Time ||Temperature|[Dew Point][Wet bulb temperaturs|[Relative Humidiy|[Wind Speed|[Wind Gust
S e e i I
15:07 1130 406 68.4 9 5.0 12.0
14:07 1120 426 68.7 10 7.0 13.0
13:07 1100 436 68.5 11 5.0 11.0
12:07 108.0 444 68.1 12 4.0 11.0
11:07 1040 434 66.6 13 5.0 10.0
10:07 103.0 445 66.7 14 20 4.0
9:07 950 476 65.3 20 0.0 3.0
8:07 79.0 326 62.4 40 0.0 1.0
707 600 490 53.6 67 0.0 20
6:07 370 462 51.0 67 0.0 2.0

Change in weather conditions over time on July 6 at Orestimba Creck.

July 2024 temperatures recorded at the Coe Ranch Entrance weather
station. Park staff have been dutifully recording weather data since the
1970s.
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Ranch Day 2024

by Ginny Rhodas

sepoyy Luurn

magine stepping back in time to an era

before the hustle and bustle of the industrial

revolution, where life revolved around the rhythm
of the land and the animals that worked it. That's
precisely what visitors experienced at Ranch Day, a
delightful event held at the picturesque Hunting
Hollow, nestled within Henry Coe State Park on June
Ind, 2024.

The event showcased the lifestyle of yesteryears,
featuring a menagerie of farm animals that once
populated ranches across the countryside. From
majestic draft horses to hardworking donkeys, mules,
chickens, and sheep, guests were immersed in the
sights and sounds of rural life. Speaking of donkeys,
attendees were amazed to learn about the three sizes of
these animals—mini, regular, and mammoth—each
capable of carrying impressive loads despite their

compact stature (fun fact: did you know burros and

15 The Ponderosa - Summer 2024

donkeys are the same animal?). Another highlight of
the day was the opportunity for children to enjoy horse
and pony rides, fostering a special connection with

these magnificent creatures.

But the animal adventures didn't end there. Glen
and Sandy McGowan brought their sheep and Border
Collies, Dally and Penny, to put on demonstrations of
sheep herding. Dally stole the show with her innate
herding instincts, captivating guests as she skillfully
maneuvered the flock of sheep with finesse. The
McGowans have been training herding dogs for over
twenty years and also offer herding classes for

beginners.

For those with a curious spirit, the event offered

insights into the fascinating world of beekeeping. A live

Continued on page 16



Ranch Day 2024 continued...

demonstration hive provided an up-close look at the
intricate workings of a bee colony, while children
delighted in donning real beekeeping suits and trying to

spot the elusive queen bee.

Other activities for children included making small
characters from volunteer-provided materials and
exploring exhibits about wild animals native to the
area. From learning torope a (fake) steer to mastering
the art of butter-making by hand and weaving yarn
from raw sheep's wool, there was no shortage of

educational and engaging activities.

Amidst the excitement, families found respite in

the creek, where the water was just the right depth and

temperature for wading and splashing to cool down on
a warm summer day. And when hunger struck, a
rilled hot dog lunch with chips, lemonade, and

cookies for dessert offered the perfect way to refuel.

In the end, Ranch Day proved to be a pleasant
blend of nostalgia and entertainment, transporting
attendees to a bygone era of simplicity and harmony
with nature. Many thanks to all who made this a very
special day!

Summer 2024 - The Ponderosa
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News from the President
by Daniel Beneﬁel

reetings from the PRA Board of Directors!
It’s been an especially hot summer, but I
hope you’re all still able to get out and enjoy
the outdoors safely.

With Spring behind us, we’ve wrapped up a long
list of events, and I want to extend my deepest
gratitude to all the event coordinators and volunteers
who made them such a success. The Mother's Day
Breakfast, Coit Campout, 5K/ 10K Hunting Hollow
Fun Run, Overnight Mountain Bike Ride, and
Nighttime Mountain Bike Ride were all fantastic events
that brought together families and friends and
showcased the best of what Coe has to offer. Your

dedication and hard work are truly appreciated.

Looking ahead, I'm excited to share some updates
on ongoing projects and future plans for the park. The
PRA is working with Marcos Vizcaino, Interpreter I,
developing new interpretive panels for the Coe Ranch
Entrance. These panels will give a brief introduction to
the park and provide information on some of its
historic structures, enriching the experience for all

who visit.

Following last year’s restoration of the Cattle
Loading Ramp and fencing, we are exploring a Phase II
project to restore the Squeeze Chute and Holding Pen
and adjacent fencing (currently the volunteer parking

lot). We are also working with State Parks on potential

additional renovation projects around Coe
Headquarters, including the Blacksmith Shop, Bunk

House, White Barn, and other historic structures.

The PRA Board is also investigating the use of
online voting for elections starting this year. Paper
ballots have always been problematic. They require lots
of extra time, effort, cost, and park staff to count and
provide results. And, while we’ve never faced
accusations of voter fraud, online voting will be more
secure than photocopied ballots. With an online ballot,
members would receive a link with a unique code tied
to their membership. We’ll provide an update in the

Fall Ponderosa or email to PRA members.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support
the Pine Ridge Association and Henry W. Coe State
Park. Your involvement is crucial to our mission of
preserving and enhancing this incredible natural
resource. I look forward to sharing more updates with

you in the coming months.

The PRA board meets bimonthly, and all members
are welcome to join our discussions. If you're
interested in attending, please email
secretary@coepark.net for details on our next

meeting.
Warm regards,

Daniel Benefiel - President, Pine Ridge Association

qrexoQ ong
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Tarantula Fest 2024

Saturday, October 5th
10 am-3 pm

Coe Ranch Entrance
Join us for fun, food, and activities for the whole family
as we celebrate our eight-legged guests of honor!

Coepark.net/fall-tarantula-fest
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Volunteer Trail Crew Report
Springs & Trails Happenings
by Sue Dekalb
Springs

here hasn’t been much Springs activity this
year but a few things have happened since the

last issue.

"qreq ong £q soroyd [y

There was a hand pump out at the Phegley Well in
the Raccoon Hunter’s Creek area which was always out
of order because people did not understand the rules
for priming the pump before it was used. This failure
caused the pump to stop functioning several times and
new parts were installed to fix it. It seemed the hand

pump was not an ideal way to fill that trough.

I suggested that maybe a solar pump would be a
good solution for that well so Rich Winklebleck and
Art Pon did some research and found a solar pump that

didn’t cost too much and would do the job. Rich

ordered the pump and then volunteers would install it.

By the time we actually got the pump there was already — Water and newts in the creek at Hunting Hollow so we

had to wait until it was safe to drive out there again.

Rick Casey took the solar pump home to see how it
worked and set it up so it would work in the hollow.
He also refurbished and painted the old hand pump.
We finally were able to drive to the site the second
week of July and installed the pump successfully. The
well does not hold much water so the pump has to be
controlled with a timer. Each night the well is
refreshed and more water can be pumped in the
morning. You will find this water source under springs
and it is labeled Phegley Meadows. This is a totally
automatic water source so even though you might see
the hand pump installed on top of the spring box, you
do not need to use the hand pump. Rick Casey, Art

Pon, and Sue Dekalb worked on the installation.

Continued on page 20
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Volunteer Trail Crew Report continued...

You might have noticed that many of the spring
troughs have a board across the top with the name of
the spring on it. These boards are called Critter Stick
Protectors or CSPs. The purpose of the CSP is to
ensure that the critter stick stays in the trough. Over
the years we have had people take the critter stick out
of the trough as they didn’t understand why it was
there. Smaller animals could then drown in the trough
when they couldn’t climb out. Art Pon used a router to
carve the name of the spring on the CSP so visitors will
know what spring they using. Before he used a
permanent marker but the sun bleached out the names.
Art has installed most of the newer CSPs himself. 1
have tried to update the photos on the spring webpage
to show the current trough with CSP. If the photo
doesn’t show a CSP with the name then Art might not
have installed it yet, or hasn’t sent me a picture for n

the webpage.

Please remember to report any issues with the
springs when you are on patrol. You should always try
to measure the flow so the webpage can be kept
current. If the critter stick is totally water logged and
not useful for animals escaping the trough, please
report that so we can get it replaced. Also, if there is

damage to the CSP you should also mention that.

One other problem has been occurring more
frequently is some volunteers and visitors opening up
the spring boxes but not installing the lid properly
afterwards. It is always possible for some animals to get
in the boxes like snakes, newts, and frogs but when the
lids are not closed properly rats, mice, and voles can
also get in there. Please do not open the lids unless you
know what you are doing or there is an issue at the
trough and you are trying to see if there is a problem
inside the box. Once you have looked, make sure the

lid is closed properly.

Trails

We have been pretty active with trail work since May.
There have been reports of trees down on Kelly Lake
Trail and Kelly Creek trail so we went out to clear
those trees. There was an extremely large tree on

Kelly Creek Trail that was reported but there were

also many other smaller trees that had not been
reported. Sam Isarraras from Hollister handled the
chainsaw work and volunteers were Jodie and Linda
Keahey and Sue Dekalb.

The following week there was a report of several

larger trees on the Willow Ridge Road end of Cross
Continued on page 21
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Volunteer Trail Crew Report continued...

Canyon Trail and also a large tree near the bottom of
George Milias Trail. Sam Isarraras from Hollister

handled the chainsaw work and volunteers were Jodie
and Linda Keahey, Chris Howard, Jesus Valdez, and
Sue Dekalb.

The next week we joined Hollister staff Josh
Ballinger and the ACE crew (American Conservation
Experience) for some brushing on Rat Spring Road and
the spur trail to Rat Spring. The ACE crew was
learning how to use the equipment that is used in
brushing trails so it was their first time using weed
whackers and hedgers. We used pitchforks to clear all
the debris from the trail and also hand hedgers to trim
brush that was missed by the power tools. We had to
go back for two more weeks to get all the brushing
done and trees removed from the trail. Much of the
work required digging out stumps left by the chainsaws
and hedgers. Hollister staff included Sam Isarraras and
Joseph Bocanegra. The volunteers were Virginia
Goldwasser, Jodie and Linda Keahey, Jesus Valdez,
Lynne Starr, Bryan Murahashi, John Thatcher, Laura
Bonnin, and Sue Dekalb.

Before we completed the Rat Spring Trail work,
we did some more tree removal on Mahoney Meadows
Road so the grader could finish working that road. We

also cleared trees from Lost Spring Trail and Wasno
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Road. Sam Isarraras from Hollister handled the

chainsaw work and volunteers were Jodie, Jesus

Valdez, and Sue Dekalb.

Once Rat Spring Trail was completed we started
pulling Yellow Star Thistle. Joseph Bocanegra from
Hollister and volunteers Virginia Goldwasser, Liz
Brinkman, Jodie Keahey, Jesus Valdez, and Sue Dekalb
pulled YST at Los Cruzeros and then we headed out to
the East Fork below Miller Field to start pulling YST
there.

The next week the ACE crew was back and staying
at the Dowdy so the volunteers went with them to Tie
Down and North Fork Trails to start pulling YST in
that area. Volunteers included Virginia Goldwasser,
Chris Howard, John Thatcher, Bryan Murahashi, Laura
Bonnin, and Sue Dekalb. Joseph Bocanegra from
Hollister helped organize the ACE crew all week. Since
the ACE crew would be out at Dowdy for an entire
week they continued to pull YST at North Fork Trail
and Dowdy until they completed those locations.

The following week the ACE crew was back and
staying at Gilroy Hot Springs so we moved our focus to

Continued on page 22



Volunteer Trail Crew Report continued...

the way to the northern park boundary is
always inundated with YST from our
neighbors and there just isn’t enough time or
resources to pull all of it each year. We try to
get the area from Tin Cup Spring to Willow
Ridge Trail as best as we can. On this final day
there we filled 30 bags with YST from the
park. Joseph Bocanegra from Hollister helped

the Coit Road area. Volunteers included Jesus Valdez,
Jodie Keahey, and Sue Dekalb. Joseph Bocanegra from
Hollister helped organize the ACE crew all week. We
pulled YST from Coit Horse Camp area on both sides
of the road. Since the ACE crew would be at Gilroy
Hot Springs for an entire week they went out to work
on East Fork again and they also covered Coyote
Creck, some of Coit Spring Road, Coit Road, and
Gilroy Hot Springs.

The following week the volunteers went back to
Hersman Pond Trail, Pacheco Ridge Road, Pacheco
Creek area, and Kaiser Aetna Road to finish that area of
the park. Joseph Bocanegra from Hollister joined
volunteers John Thatcher, Greg Scott, Liz Brinkman,
Jodie Keahey, and Sue Dekalb.

The final Thursday in July the ACE crew was back
so we went back out to East Fork to pull as much of the

YST as we could. That particular area and the creek all

organize the ACE crew and the volunteers
were Jodie and Linda Keahey, Jesus Valdez, John
Thatcher, Laura Bonnin, and Sue Dekalb.

I would really like to thank all the volunteers who
have helped with YST so far as they have had to work
in very hot temperatures this last month. It is very
demanding work but also very necessary to try to keep

Coe from being overrun with noxious, invasive weeds.

Summer 2024 - The Ponderosa
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Mother’s Day Breakfast

by Laura Bonin

.. , a
his is the second year the Mother’s Day Breakfast 5
(MDB) event has been held at Kickham Ranch. As E
visitors arrived, they were graced by the presence of %
about ten turkey vultures perched on a tree near the entrance to
the event. The turkey vultures, in various states of posturing,
gave our visitors a perfect “Welcome to Mother’s Day Breakfast”
greeting.
We were very fortunate to have a beautiful day with perfect
weather and about 85 visitors. It was wonderful to see our
visitors enjoying a breakfast of pancakes, sausages, and
strawberries along with a nice selection of drinks. As visitors
settled into the shaded picnic area with their breakfast, they
were greeted by two beautiful deer, strolling along the fence
perimeter. While watching the grace and beauty of the deer,
country music had many visitors tapping their toes, appreciating
the classic country music. Capping off the morning, our 85
celebrated mothers and their families were treated to a post §
breakfast stroll through Kickham Ranch, giving our visitors a g
glimpse of what ranch life was like. Thank you to all attendees %_
and volunteers who helped make this another successful event.
See you next year.
-
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Memories of Spring 2024
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Coe Backcountry Weekend - April 26-28
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Memories of Spring 2024 continued...

wLI03§ utopuapop L1ey £q sojoyq

Dowdy Ranch Entrance Grand Reopening - May 11
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Coit Camp Campout - May 24-26
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Memories of Spring 2024 continued...

Hunting Hollow 5k/10k Fun Run - June 8

Summer 2024 - The Ponderosa
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New Pine Ridge Association Members

We are pleased to announce the new members listed below. Thank you for your support!

Steve Young Mountain View, CA
Jessica Liebenberg Hollister, CA
Mark Larwood Los Gatos, CA
David Mariano Morgan Hill, CA

We need your help to keep our membership list current and accurate. If you have any questions regarding
your membership or to let us know of any change of address, please contact us via email at pra-

membership@coepark.net or mail us at 9100 East Dunne Ave Morgan Hill, CA 95037.

Membership supports the Pine Ridge Association’s mission to enhance and enrich the puinc’s

experience at Henry W. Coe State Park through education and interpretation:

https://coepark.net/pra
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COE’S BEST SELLING FACTLY FACTS MAGAZINE

SUMMER 2024 ISSUE: 00000002

STRANGE LIGHTS SPOTTED IN NORTHERN SKY!

RARE NATURAL PHENOMENON OR MOTHER'S DAY MESSAGE FROM OUTER SPACE?

In the late evening of May 10th, stargazers in the
Coe Ranch Campground witnessed a mysterious
celestial spectacle in the northern sky. Campers
reported feelings of awe and wonder as a warm, pink
glow illuminated the nighttime sky above Pine Ridge.

What could have created such a unique event?

“It’s complicated,” said Langley Pfefferspielen of
Poverty Flat Polytechnic. “The sun’s atmosphere and
magnetic field are quite turbulent and can produce
massive eruptions called Coronal Mass Ejections that
spew charged particles into space at incredible speeds.
Fortunately, Earth’s magnetosphere protects us from
the worst of it here on the surface. When the solar
wind is strong, it transfers more energy into the
magnetosphere, stretching it like a rubber band until it

snaps back. Ripples of energy accelerate electrons

along its field lines towards the poles, exciting gases in
o o O
the upper atmosphere similarly to how an electrical

on. This is where aurora

current excites gas in a neon sib

come from, which is what we saw in May. The sun is
nearing its solar maximum—the end of an eleven year

onetic field is most volatile and solar

cycle when its mag

storms most powerful. This particular storm was so

energetic, aurora were seen as far south as Coe!”

“Solar wind? Exciting gases? Sounds like hot air to
me!” said Bob Dumbroski of the United League of
Pickleball Transcendentalists. “The pink glow was

obviously created by luminescent barbiphonium spores

from the planet Barbiesia 6. Barbimites travel half—way

across the galaxy to pay tribute to their ancestral
mother with these spores, who we believe is entombed

three miles below Lodi, California.”
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