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Badger

by Joseph Belli

IlIeg ydasor

adgers might just be the biggest little aningalshers comprise their primary prey. Badger burrow
around. Less than two feet long and weighirigrn provide habitat for a number of species, from
shy of twenty poun darpwing bwdsitoeCalifornia tiger satamanders.t o

them, ygt their cantankerous dispositio.n.keeps theiégﬂgers are solitary animals, patrolling a spaciou
of enemies short. Few creatures are willing to taaglg,r with numerous dens within its boundaries.
with a badger; mountain lions occa§|onally prey-ﬂqey can be found from below s@abedeers have
them, but not very often, and anything smaller been sighted in the lowest sections of Deditho/alley
coyo.tes and bobéatmulq be foolish to try. Badgeé?pine meadows 13,000 feet in elevation. Though
are fitteen pounds of attitude. occurring in numerous habitats, their most preferred
Badgers may be wwgllipped for fighting, but gr assl and. Theydre comm
theydre built for di g glbsentgrom farésted areaslunlasdtisere are extertsi
powerful, with long claws adept at plowing througieadows nearby. Badgers range throughout most o
dirt. They can burrow at an astonishing tzaelger the West and into the upper Midwest; in California
can dig a hole and disappear in a matter of minutey aodur throughout the state except for developec
can outlig several people with shovels. Badgersatigas and heavily cultivated regions, and over time
not merely for shelter and refuge, but to find food.hat 6 s come to descri be
Although badgers feed on a variety of items, fromh ey 6 r e | i sted as a Spe:
insects and reptiles to birds, eggs, and carrion, overall decline tied to habitat loss and fragmentation
burrowing rodents such as ground squirrels and
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Creatures of Coe: Badger continued...

Within the park much of the terrain is cloakedEither way, the result is often a memorable wildlife
forests and chaparral, habitats not appealing to badlgers.unt er . The only mam
The parkds steep sl op easkaer ringtailaand dpdttedrskutke but anlyneecat
such features arendt I Gpeneevaebl sekarei ehert (
and | suspect they occupy most of the flats andopgerme acr os s, | 6d rather
ridges. | 6ve seen tr acdyde, elkeonaven Biaudtandlisn. Pi ne, a |

across one foraging on the grassy hillside below If luck is truly on your side your badger sighting

Rooster Comb. Any day you come across a ba%?éﬁ? ificlude some incredible interspecies behavior:
redletter day, for badgers occur in low numbersgvaera ger and coyote hunti
in prime habitat and are more likely to be out at f\'/if@m/ould be rivals, but accounts of them joining
I'f youdre lucky enough {Q@cGr 338 nBat by Vi th @
an excitability factor in the air, because you Nevetyy ,qing a viral video taken at an underpass nearby
know how a badger wil loo5&Rky. Accobhtslofcdyotes bl Ga¥idrs !
what most mammals do when confronted by a %’ﬂﬂﬂ'g together are many and go back several
run. Badgers arenot Dbypht ;{PEbsSPEREy eBYUL NG EY
t h fa n they loo k . They _6 \de%ictiBng & Badders 8nf &)ﬁofé-}s t@géthe& Pexal/!!
which seems | ike a mi $p&iktd Frank Bdbib delofed dn erfird chiplefi
faster than you and I. his wonderful book about coyotes to the partnership
But badgers dondt al betsesthertworspecies.fThettwo &aved togethea
nearby, theyodre | ust aearchingfareodents. When they arkive at a suitabld
youdre patient you c a burrowihe dadderystassidigging. if suecessfui, the 1
away and wait for t he baddeoclaimsiieerprige. If thd pfey iy flushédytiee ¢
mettle to remain quiet and observant for a half hooyate typically grabs it. The partnership only extenc
S0, you might see the badger pop back out and sarfgionhi chever ends up Wwi
as i f you werendt thereée, Bhdsappawapgsatayttbaat
badger dig, throwing back mounds of dirt in minatess h ar e . ltds as i1 f the
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Creatures of Coe: Badger continued...

IIeg ydesor

two, but what intrigues me most is how these wheeled around quickly and uttered a deep, guttural
partnerships form in the first place. Animals of tlggowl as if it were a dwarf bear. That was definitely &
same species obviously communicate with eacheatimaple of some interspecies communication and |
but how does a coyote solicit a badger (or vice \Jars@a)exactly what that meant; | backed away. That
to collaborate on a wirla&eall hunting venture? Iinhay have been the last time | went out into the field

had to guess, 10d figwréhbhésa pamenarsBopye:
the coyoteds i dea, g¢i basgerthamamountainkos.our cef ul ne:
dondt know. I dono6ét know i f any,ape does.

Occasionally, a badger wiII_join a pair of coyotes,hpitat loss has taken a lot of prime land away fr:
stumbled across such a situation one afternoon Pf‘é{bedys and unlike coyotes, foxes, or bobcats, bad
saw a coyote and a badger side by side ataburéoglﬁtﬁ’t persis t’ i n’ s ub u’r b
the bottom of a gentle ravine, with a second COyQig. hanging on in orchards, vineyards, or planted
watching the proceedings fifty feet away. That Sﬁg%q S0 open spaces may not be adequate unless-
coyote spotted me immediately and gave out a Yaipiad, 5 natural condition. And even where such
yip which caused both coyotes to vanish. The badgats nersist, roads and vehicles pose a serious
kept digging as | walked right up behind it. Wherf'n'tteat: cars have claimed many a badger along Pacl

stopped, the badger, instead of facing me, start%%ss’ Highway 25, and a number of other roads

walking down the ravine, while | followed tWentycf&frtsing through badger habitat. For a creature with

behind. It traveled a couple of hundred yards unitg\» enemies, badgers remain vulnerable to
discovered another burrow and began digging, %{momobiles.’

acting oblivious to my presence. | again walked right

up behind it and cleared my throat, at which point itonfortunately, neither their digging prowess nor

their attitude can counter tha &
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Stuart Organo is Retiring
by Teddy Goodrich

art Organo, Supervising Ranger for the - i o
Savilan Sector, is retiring soon. Stuart hai____ JRER—

Is position for eighteen years and is the == .
serving supervisor in|

A native of Santa Maria, California, Stuart b
backpacking in the Los Padres National Forest [~
was in high school. His experiences there motij...
his decision to make a career in the natural wor|_
| i feds wor k. He recefl =
Degree in Forestry from Cal Poly San Luis Obis
1998. After graduation, he and his wife, Amy
Palkovic, also a Forestry major, began working "
seasonally for California State Parks.

What followed were a series of seasonal pog. "
For Stuart they were primarily as a maintenanct :
aid while Amy found work as an assistant reso
ecologist. They worked at Pismo State Beach,
State Beach, Pt. Lobos State Preserve, Lake P

Oceano Dunes. r \Co
oV 2\

In 2001 Stuart was accepted into the Californi& Sapiens Rangerus Supervirens in his natural habitat.
State Parks Peace Officer Academy at Asilomar and
was part of the first class to graduate post 9/11. Hé&sked what he liked best about his career, Stuart
then participated in a field training program providptied teaching at the California State Parks Peace
by the Monterey District. His first assignment wésficer Academy as a Defensive Tactics Staff Instruc
Fremont Peak State Park in the Gavilan Sector 20@42025: Mott Training Center at Asilomar,
he became certified as a firearms instructor, def&asiN@n College, Camp San Luis Obispo, and most
tactics instructor, and weapons inspector. recently, the Butte College Academy in Oroville.
é)e\fer 21 years, Stuart has participated in over 10,001
ours of training and instruction and has trained
of officers 1in

Following this, a tyear assignment as a Ran
1 in the Monterey Sector provided him with the
experience to promote to Supervising Ranger OIhﬂHE_n dreds
Gavilan Sector in 2007 where he worked with nJ\ﬁCt'CS Program.
retired Coe rangers Barry Breckling, Cameron Bowsrs,uar t 6s pl ans for r et
and Sheryl Neufeld. improvement and international travel.
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Stuart Organo is Retiring continued...

These are his parting words: OAs my public service

The last thing | Watﬂ thank ygu all fgr your,cgntinpigql gervige agd; supp
and the Pine Ridge Association members is thls Pre U he park.o
Pine Ridge Association Board and membership,Tduachk you,
individuals in the State Volunteer program will akygys; Organo
have greater longevity than any single gmployecasbhpaerVISIng Ranger (Retired)
works for the Department. Please continue to
advocate for the best interest of the park. It will nSBE}/ W. Coe State Park
your continued support and advocacy in partnership
with the Department to continue to protect the n&fiygdt, our very best wishes to you as your new life
and cultural resources that are unique to Henry Wfolds! We will miss ycg
Coe State Park, and to meet the challenges of the

future.

Stuartds Gavilan Sector Ranger coll eagues afdor ma
Hermitte, and Stuart Organo.

7 The PonderossSBummer 2025



