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News from the President

Greetings from the PRA Board of Directord!am honored to write

to you as your new PRA president. | take the responsibility seriously,
also intend it to be lots of fun. Dan Benefiel has led us well through h
tenures in this position, and | am both glad to have him remain

on the board and worried about filling his very large shoes.

The first thing | would like to do is to welcome you to the 50th yea
the Pine Ridge Association! It all started in 1975 in a Morgan Hill livir
room with Dave Hildebrand as the first president. The Ponderosa sta
four years later and the rest, as they say, is history. We started 2025
finalizing our online elections, and | thank all who voted. The overall
participation rate was 46%, putting Jeff and Dan on the board for anc
three years. We are soon going to release/ear $itvategic plan. We
are reviewing our annual events to see what we should stop, start, ol
change and how to better reach people who may want to attend.

We are ramping up for another big construction project and the
interpretive panels around the main VC should be deployed. We are
looking at how to responsibly use some technology irstich park
automatically reporting spring flow rates to the water resources page

My last first words are an invitation to all of you to help the PRA g
in order that we may do more for the park we love. Materials and ser
we need for our projects and events keep getting more expensive, at
want to keep doing them. Perhaps you have a neighbor or friend whc
enjoys nature or hearing your stories about theitpaitiem to join
thePRA 1t 6s only $20 per year anoit
the knowledge that they are helping PRA achieve its goals by makin
park a better and more enjoyable place to go.

Our board meets bimonthly, and all members are welcome to join
discussions. For details on our next meeting, feel free to email Al He
atsecretary@coepark.net

Happy Trails!

Bobby Barnett

President, Pine Ridge Association


https://coepark.net/pra/
https://coepark.net/pra/
mailto:secretary@coepark.net
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Mountain Lion
by Joseph Belli

RIS ol R M .
ST R TR Ay iSc h

parkds animals theyd® W 0

be surprised if mountain lions topped the list
Theydre symbols of gr
perched atop the pinnacle of the food chain, witf§s

nothing to fear besides people.

If you polled Coeds

* % *

Mountain lions have the largest distribution ¢
New World mammal, from northern British Coluf#
to Patagonia. The fossil record has them arrivingss
North America 300,000 years ago, though at o

they were extirpated, and the continent was g+ estimating mountain lion numbers is notoriously
subsequently recolonized with mountain lions fr%ﬂbllenging, and who can say how accurate that figu
South America. They coexisted beside a numbeg,of A that was certain was that mountain lions

larger predatarsions, saboothed cats, dire survived the onslaught, though in reduced numbers.
wolves, hyenas, and giantfsived bears. Their

ability to climb trees surely served them well in that _ R
company. They outlasted all those adversaries, %?HI the pendulum swung in the opposite directior

the time Columbus set sail they were found fronlt484¢ mountain lion hunting was outlawed in the
to coast. But col oni s tide Thatgdickwasfytified at thg Rajlogbpx in, 199
settlers placed bounties on mountain lions beginilRy'i{oters passed Proposition 117, which elevatec
the 1600s. Those bounties, along with habitat mountain lion status to that of Specially Protected
transformation, led to mountain lions disappeariP/{;‘Fj‘mmffle and earmarke_d annual_fun_ding for habitat
from the eastern half of the continent by 1900, JSRiggpon. That protection remains ifi place

a remnant popul ation mHUﬁFB}PdébgnévgﬁﬁpédQS,

a problem to livestock, pets, or human safety can be

Out west, mountain lions were similarly targeigifly through the issuance of a depredation permit.
and California was no exception. In 1907, the state

instituted a bounty, hiring hunters to kill as many as

they could. The bounty program lasted 56 years and

claimed the lives of over 12,000 mountain lions. It might be tempting to view mountain lions as
Mountain lion math can be sobering. How muchdingply larger versions of bobcats, though mountain
iImpacted the population is hard to quantify; by thens are more closely related to cheetahs and

time the bounty ended in 1963 it was estimated jgigiiarundis. There are plenty of parallels: males are
there were 600 mountain lions remaining in California.
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Creatures of Coe: Mountain Lion continued...

considerably larger than feindledormer might competitors, and on extremely rare occasions,
exceed 150 pounds, while the latter often weighressu nt ai n | i ons take peo
than 100 pounds. Both bobcats and mountain lidwysteria surrounding mountain lions, but when you
establish home ranges where those of males areansider that thousands of people live and recreate |
larger than those of females, and where malesamo unt ai n | i on habitat e
intolerant of each other but willing to share territolées the odds of being attacked are very remote.
with females. Both cats are ambush hunters that stgllf s been posited that

rather than chase their quarry. Mountain lions taggt a deer a week to survive. Eemales with kittens
larger prey, and in California deer constitute the(WhiCh remain with their mother fdigl@onths)
primary target. T theqaduhmistiol, Wileofbddhd'fenfaubse W
has merit, it could well apply to mountain lions. require the least. Those considerable food

Consider their appearance: their tawny coat andr Ljﬁeements explain why mountain lions can never
belly align with those of deer, and the resembla%%‘?]sidered numeroish er e 8s not en.c

even extends to the blged tail. The range Mapg,qre o maintain a dense population. Even where
of the two species in the state are practically |detnt|§aé, yor e

yet mountain lions show flexibility in their diet,
consuming elk, wild pigs, and smaller fare such as

common, mount ai !

Mountain lions also regulate their own numbers.

raccoons and rabbits. M3§fghtoveiterrioyy,and spmetmesthoge fight
depredation, and t hey 8@l pupgmalgsate pgstiguady vuingrablg..S

kill bobcats and coyotes, less for food than as

transients, hoping to establish a territory of their own
sometimes wind up in suburbs and even cities, wher
they make a news splash but often pay with their live
Some are relocated to the countryside, where they n
be unlucky enough to run into another resident male
Ot hers dondt get even t
authorities who have little training in wildlife
management. The lucky dispersers who avoid huma
and other males sometimes travel extraordinary
distances, occasionally exceeding 300 miles. Sever:
years ago a mountain lion was discovered dead in
Connecticut; its DNA matched those of lions from the
Black Hills in South Dakota, the closest known
breeding population outside of Florida.

Today, the mountain lion population in California
appears reasonably heal"
ranging and spread out,
fragmentation, where highways and spraw! block

K

untain lion track to scale.

2ot

Not an abnormlly large ey fob. Mo
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Creatures of Coe: Mountain Lion continued...

movement between populations. If populations s
become truly isol ated Db

and eventual extirpation. ! g

(7]

The life of a mountain lion has its perks: bei :o;

to jump nine feet in the air, climb trees with eas =

cover ground almost effortlessly. They have not &

fear from any other wild creature, and they spe g

of their time resting. Sounds pretty sweet. : %
And when theydre notf el hSi s

breeding season mountain lions have been knoj : g

mate copiously, uﬂﬁ)times a 0\&&10 do they

ca n, t h at ’p 0SSl b | y_ he? anWHoYJust t5 tHo@e tr%ﬂlll Imé’stocﬁ %Hllke\b(?[)!:af
montre year.decade never mi nd. MOk 8nliefisk Prdy SuBh as rabbits, ground
math can be sobering in more ways than one. Sg'Huzpels and birds, mountain lions routinely take

times a dayéwho woul dgdh Ve tha{n they 2. L& ge MPolldds &r!

lion? not defensel@sa welplaced kick can leave a
On the other hand, the mountain lion lifespamisuntain lion mortally wounded, and even if the

shockingly short. Your housecat may well livetwicegagsur y i sndot fatal, a b
long as a male mountain lion, very few of whichltwd c o mes i nfected coul d
live ten years. Those oak woodlands can be a juangle@slilt in starvation.

there,.for males Ilye in d(d:lata'F world. Fema!es On second thought, | t
have it a little easier, at least in termsgfecifc .o, nt ain 1 ion, thou gh 7

aggression, but all mountain lions need to eat, a@cb wn And perhaps itds
eating means killing, which poses considerable ﬂ%‘tjust a little too much of a good th &y?

Joseph Belli has a new book! BENEATH A

. ) BLACK AND
| f youdre curious about condoRYW2ziseaBI 9@t t o |

restore this magn iBéneatha Black ang \&Got o xEazananssoneorsarlw b o 0 |
i's for you. ltds a monthly ac he vye:
California condor flock at Pinnacles National Park. | describe the
of field work, the controversies surrounding recovery, and highs a§ ¥
working so closely with these incredible birds. Proceeds support ¢ <k

conservation; you can purchase it on Amazon, or, better still, the f
bookstore in the Visitor CerfdtA members enjoy a 15% discount ¢ b

JOSEPH BELLl

sold at the Coe Ranch Entrance Visitor Center. G e e B Matare Gk
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Drawing Straight Lines Across Rough Countfy

The Public Land Survey System in Coe
by Teddy GoodrieliPine Ridge Association Historian

public land into uniform parcels and was| = ‘

with the Homestead Act of 1862 to conve (=
land from the federal government to private :
individuals. This survey system has its origins i
Land Ordinance of 1785 which defined the proc-
creating townships and sections by which publi¢ -
west of the Appalachians was surveyed and sol

T he PLSSPublic Land Survey System divi(__ . -

In 1851 Colonel Leander Ransom, Deputy .

Surveyor General,
| | established the Mt.
{ Diablo base and meridii_3
[ thus creating a survey .. = %
| grid of townships, north
and south and east andmmw»w'
west of Mt. Diablo. The
=== |Mt. Diablo meridian
covers much of Californ...

-
N

0

MERIOIAN ,
/

ERNARO/!

San] 6

and all of Nevada. Coeisin aII or part of the following townsh|ps Township
o o ~ Rangessk; Township 8S, Ra6Be3 dwnship 9S, Ranges
A township is a square six miles on each sidg, gg- 4nq Township 10, Range 5E. As indicated on the r

containing 36 sections, each section containing @@ Ranch Entrance straddles Townships 8S and 9S.
square mile. Sections are numbered from right to left,

beginning in the upper right corner, 1 through 1

from left to right in the following line, and again ‘ : i : 3 : i

to left. Repeat for a total of 36 sections. A sect

contains 640 acres. A ¥asectioncontains160¢| 7 | 8| 7 | O | T | 12

the amount of land the original Homestead Act

to a prospective settler. o e
These original survel| 19 |2 | 21 2 | B 24 Gu

Chain, an historic measuring device invented by
Edmund Gunter, an English mathematician, in ]
One chain is 66 feet long.* A survey field crew
consisted of a deputy surveyor, two chainmen,

man, and in open country, a flagman. The survey crew

30 29 28 2 26 25

34 35 36

(%)
(%)

31 32
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Drawing Straight Lines Across Rough Country continued...

corners were all incorrect, a little short of the standal
mile. A survey of the area northeast of Gilroy Hot
Springs was abandoned when the surveyor in charg
Charles Healey, decided the landscape was simply t
rough and not worth surveying. It was not until A.T.
and Charles Herrmann surveyed the area that now
comprises the park (and beyond) that an adequate &
reasonably accurate survey was completed betweer
1880 and 1882.

Some years ago, several volunteers and the then
unit ranger Barry Breckling became interested in
finding remnants of the old surveys: witness or beari

A Gunterds Chain. trees and section corners that were marked with pile

of rock or an engraved rock. They found that less
fanent ways of marking section corners, stakes
% 2s of earth, were no longer visible. Of the bearing
trees usually only the oak trees survived. Attached
are a few photos of what they found.

camped in the backcountry and often relied on settle
for food for themselves and their horses and m
The field notes often note what they purchased,
much they paid, and from whom they bought it.

Nesbit G.H. Smith

apples .50 5 bales hay @ $2.25
butter .85 70 Ibs. barley

milk .40 Paidd $11.25

cream .25

Paid $2.00

While a survey grid of townships north and sd§
of an established base sounds easy and logical
drawn on paper, the reality of a survey within th
was a huge challenge. How do you measure a
that boasts an elevation gain and loss of severals

often covered with thick, impenetrable brush?
surveys were often incomplete or fraught with erf:
I n 1853 Sherman Day s
Sout h,-westhna 48aendes south of Mt Diab
Approaching from the west he stopped 1 2 milejgst
of Coe headquarters. In 1858, Henry Washmgt .

extended this line east through the park, but his $ﬁi§t||@6k with notches cut alonglts narrowback marks ase

8 The PonderosaWinter 2025



Drawing Straight Lines Across Rough Country continued...

All the survey maps of Coe are available online at
BLM GLO records. The same website can be used to
find homesteaders and homesteads that once existed in

| am indebted to my late friend and fellow

volunteer, Lee Sims, for much of the informatio '

this article. Lee was a dedicated and meticulo
researcher.

*Eighty chains equals onedfjR80 feet. Ten
square chains equals one acre. Country roads
traditionally one chain wide.

This fence marks the boundary between Township 8 sotL
Township 9 south.

\ N EE 7
N7 S !
/
R - i ’ ,§v \z‘w ,
"‘ y hm‘ (‘1’, ." \‘s\k\\"" ‘”"

‘\ Y AR L TR A

e 'ﬁ--\?

.’w ‘11 '“

This is a bearing tree, location unknown The blaze 'ﬁtmitsabsmall portion of the 1882 map of T8sR4e. Acco
waist high with an ax, identifies it as a bearing tree. Belaringtreesa p , oJordand6s corra
were located near section corners and their species rear lbeatarrent backcountry gate at the start of Manzan

noted in the field notes.

Road and Monument ;ail.
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Rain Flowers
by Barry Breckling

here certainly i snMduntaimsa s th e
T wintef but you can find rain flowers...betteganic materi < i
known as mushrooms to most people. Mushrooms alf | o
Mushrooms are a type of fungus (fungi or fungubesevehat is B8 g
the plural forms of the word). Fungi include sucltalled a
things as yeasts, mol dorrhizau sB t hl

and of course, mushrooms. relationship witg

The mushrooms we see are not so much the fabt :
as they are the fruit of the plant. The plants con&Qis glgher
web of rodlike material called mycelium. MushrddfHYs- _ _ _ _
pop out of the ground Stjugures ig ﬁhee_na)_/gegum{mﬁ with E’S_‘%@OES&“&)'B”
plant, the spores. These spores are so small th& form z_a symbiotic (mutufally bengflmal)
would take about a dozen to span the width of dFaHRgrship- The plant provides m0|§ture and
hair, and they can be so numerous that a typiCaFarbohydrates to the mushroom, while the mushroor

mushroom can have hundreds of millions of spd?g@s the plz.ants ab.sorb |.ohospho.rus and inorganic
nitrogen. This relationship also gives the plants

Typical shaped mushrooms often have gills §43foased protection against certain pathogens.
hold the spores, but others have pores. Some Without this relationship, plants do poorly.
mushrooms such as puffballs and earthstars have spores

contained within their rounded bodies that are Put on your raincoat and get out there and see

dispersed when the outside covering ruptures. é%?ﬁ@ beautiful rain flowers _this wi_nter. You can get
other shapes of mushrooms, such as teeth,jelly? éor%l,r ted by _p I c k lng up a
cup, and saddle, disperse their spores in other SUggest adl That the Rain Promises aamtiMtuze,
manners. mushroom biblglushrooms Demybttfiedy David

_ _ ~ Arora.
Mushrooms can be parasites, feeding on living _
- gubllsherés y
organisms, but are more commonly saprophytes, - _ :
feeding on dead truly fascinating organisms.

LW organic material. play an impo

\’& The mycelium breaﬁCO_SyStem’ and thus, are p
. \ down complex While many mushrooms mz

organic Compoundsedible, some are deadly po
d into raw materials Therefore, we discourage f¢
that plants can use]‘or wild mushrooms in the g
Without Instead, take some great pi

& g mushrooms, we share them with your frlendé?,eathd?arl)-
T Y AN | A i
Butter onvodldba buried ind®af &lypu can about muslgoms!

Turkey Talils.
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Ponderosa Prescribed Burn Complex
by ChrisWeske

19119 'O

n Decemberta@nd
O 11h, 2024 prescribe
burns were conduc

on Pine Ridge. Two small pl¢
were burned this year. The
Ponderosa Loop plot at 7.5 &
and the Monument Trail plot
acres. The ponderosa loop §
last saw fire as part of a pres
burn in November 1992. Pric
that, the area experienced t
Pine wildfire on August 21, 1
and before that, the Star Wil
in 1966.

The Monument Spring Pl
39.75 acres and the PonderoSa

South plot at 31.5 acres were not burned this sd2Qpfs are in place fpr each of the PIOtS' Portions of
due to a lack of resources some of the plots will bbumed at different

intervals to evaluate the vegetation response and try

These plots are sub units of a pending 1’Oooi6‘€‘ﬁ%fy an appropriate fire return interval for this are:
burn plot which will be conducted with CalFire. This

larger plot will be a repeat of the November 1992 An additional goal of the burns in this area is to
burn reduce the fuel loads under the Ponderosa Pine, to |

protect them from future fire. The 1991 wildfire

killed several mature Ponderosa Pine. Ponderosa P
supplemented by personnel from the Monterey benefits from periodic burns but does not tolerate

District, Santa Cruz District, Central Coast Presgriagd, fire climbing into the tree crown. Periodic

Burn Association, Tamien Nation Tribe, Ama MySon, intensity fire will help protect these trees.
Tribal Band, and our Coe volunteers. Stanford

University researchers set up air quality monitoringour_ Sector Natur.al Reso.ur.ces staff_ and interpreti
equipment around the burn plots. staff will be conducting public interpretive talks and

- _ hikes through these burn plots this spring. Please cc
Fire is a natural component of_the envwonmeimn a walk and see what flowers are coming up this
One of the goals of the program {gitmorkice that gping  \we would also like to have volunteers come

component. An important element of the prograg) Sy, see what we are doing, and then be able to as
evaluation. Vegetation monitoring plots and ph%ﬂh hikes

Our local Diablo Range Distract crew was

Winter 2025 The Ponderosa 11



Ponderosa Prescribed Burn Complex continued...

nsureg Aqgog

19)I8X "D

"MaIA Weagap abpry ezoplo)d
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