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The Pine Ridge Association is the nonprofit cooperating association of Henry W. Coe State Park.  

Our mission is to enhance and enrich the publicõs experience at the park through education and interpretation.  

Learn more at coepark.net. 
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Creatures of Coe 

Gray Fox 
             by Joseph Belli 

T he gray fox, primarily a 

creature of woodlands, brush, 

and chaparral, is well-suited to 

Coe Park. They avoid open country and 

arenõt bothered by contours in the land, 

preferring places with plenty of cover. 

Yes indeed, Coe Park was made for gray 

foxes. Theyõre striking animals, and the 

name doesn't do them justice, for in 

addition to gray, they're adorned with 

patches of black, white, yellow, brown, 

and rufous fur, and a long bushy tail. 

Gray foxes occur throughout much of the US, 

though in the west theyõre largely absent from the 

northern states. Their range extends far south, beyond 

Mexico and into Venezuela, one of the few mammals 

found in both North and South America. In California 

theyõre often confused with kit foxes, which can appear 

grayish. The two have very different habitat 

preferences, however, and there arenõt many places 

where they coexist. To tell them apart, focus on the 

tail: a kit fox tail features a black tip, as if it had been 

dipped in ink, while gray foxes have black fur running 

down the length of the tail, as if someone had painted a 

line down the middle. 

Gray foxes are more likely to be found in 

conjunction with red foxes, which arenõt native to the 

region. Again, the overlap is far from complete, for red 

foxes here seem to prefer valley floor habitats to 

mountains, and there are few if any records of red 

foxes in Coe. 

Despite being constantly confused with other 

foxes, gray foxes are not that closely related to the 

other fox species with which they share the land. Those 

species belong to the genus Vulpes, while gray foxes 

have their own genus, Urocyon. 

Gray foxes seem at times to be almost cat-like, 

most notably in their ability to climb trees. Gray foxes 

do so frequently in order to evade predators such as 

coyotes, which will kill gray foxes not as food but as 

competition. Gray foxes, aided by short legs and 

retractable claws, can ascend trees at least fifty feet 

high and have been known to inhabit cavities twenty 

feet off the ground. Not only can they den in trees, 

they forage in them as well. They have a varied diet, 

consuming small mammals, especially rodents, while 

reptiles, amphibians, birds, and invertebrates are also 

on the menu. They're not strictly carnivores, for they 

consume berries, nuts, and other vegetation. By 

feeding on fruiting plants such as coffeeberry and 

manzanita, they help perpetuate the habitat that suits 

them so well by spreading seeds through their scat.   

Though their diet rarely includes poultry, gray 

foxes have nevertheless been dispatched for being 

agricultural pests. They're also taken for their fur.  

Though gray fox pelts are coarse, far from luxurious, 
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Creatures of Coe: Gray Fox continued... 

and only of marginal value, itõs estimated that nearly 

half a million gray foxes are trapped annually in the US. 

Gray foxes that avoid trap lines must also steer 

clear of a host of predators: eagles, coyotes, bobcats, 

and mountain lions, among others. Diseases such as 

rabies and particularly distemper also exact a toll on 

gray fox populations, and while gray foxes have a 

lifespan of fifteen years, most donõt live much more 

than five.   

Itõs not exactly clear what the relationship is 

between gray foxes and the non-native red foxes which 

were released in the region over a century ago. Red 

foxes have been known to kill kit foxes, which are 

significantly smaller. Gray foxes, on the other hand, 

are nearly as large as red foxes. Perhaps they simply 

avoid each other. Even so, I'm not thrilled with the 

addition of red foxes to our fauna, given gray foxes' 

susceptibility to canine distemper and other 

communicable diseases.   

                                * * *  

Gray fox range has shown some interesting patterns 

over time. A paper in the Journal of Mammalogy 

(Phylogeography of the gray fox in the eastern United States, 

Bozarth  et al., 2011) shows that gray foxes expanded 

their range into New England during the Medieval 

Climate Anomaly  (800-1300), coinciding with the 

expansion of deciduous forests in the region. They 

retreated south during the Little Ice Age (1500-1850) 

but have since returned. 

Closer to home, gray foxes colonized the Channel 

Islands off the southern California coast during the late 

Pleistocene, roughly 14,000 years ago. At the time the 

islands were quite different than they are todayñthe 

northern islands were all connected as a single land 

mass, and that island was a lot closer to the mainland: 

just six miles compared to twelve today. Both of those 

differences were the result of a cooler climate featuring 

larger ice caps and reduced sea levels. At some point, a 

small number of gray foxes managed to colonize the 

island. Perhaps they floated over on downed trees 

during a big storm. Maybe they dog-paddled for six 

miles. Some have speculated that they were 

transported on rafts by indigenous people. Weõll 

probably never know. 

Many people assume the Channel Islands were at 

one time connected to the mainland, but that was 

never the case. The Channel Islands rose out of the sea 

independently; there was never a land bridge. 

Whatever lives there had to cross the water. However 

they managed to do it, the gray foxes that found their 

way to the islands managed to evolve into the creature 

we now know as the Island fox (Urocyon littoralis), now 

spread over six islands, with each island population a 

subspecies. In a relatively short time those foxes shrunk 

in size, became increasingly diurnal and more docile in 

the absence of predators. In fact, the only creature 

larger than the diminutive foxes on the Channel Islands 

were mammoths, and how they arrived is no mystery: 

elephants are incredible swimmers, able to submerge 

and breathe through their trunk. Six miles is nothing to 

an elephant. Like the gray foxes, the mammoths that 

made it to the islands shrunk over time. The result was 

a mammoth standing four to seven feet tall at the 

shoulder, and weighing less than a ton. Regrettably, 

pygmy mammoths went extinct around 10,000 years 

ago. 

Itõs a fascinating subjectñhow island populations 

change from their mainland predecessors over time. 

They donõt always become smaller; some take 

advantage of the situation and increase in size. I've 

never been to the Channel Islands, but it's on my to-do 

list. I'd love to see an island fox in the wild. When that 

happens, I'll remember to tell myself that what I'm 

really looking at is a gray fox that made a wrong turn at 

Santa Barbara 14,000 years ago.    
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The Earliest Known Photograph of Pine Ridge 

 
Blain and Williams, Photographers 1895-1905 
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W hat do we really know about the human 

history of Pine Ridge?  Before recorded 

history, this was home to the ancestors 

of the Amah Mutsun and Tamien Nation when they 

gathered seasonal food resources. All were 

undoubtedly taken into the nearby missions by the 

early 1800s.   In 1835 Rancho Ojo de Agua de la 

Coche, whose land encompassed much of present-day 

Morgan Hill, was granted to Juan Maria Hernandez.  

His adobe home on Coyote Creek was used as a 

dwelling by members of John Cochraneõs family until it 

was inundated by Lake Anderson after the construction 

of Anderson Dam. 

But what about the hills to the east?  The outline of 

Ponderosa Pines is so distinctive and so easily 

recognized that Pine Ridge is identified on some of the 

earliest maps of Santa Clara County.  Early 

newspapers* describe numerous hunting trips into 

these hills, primarily for deer but also for grizzly bear.  

Human settlement?  Not so much. 

 So, what can we learn from the historic record and 

from this photograph about the earliest documented 

settlement of Pine Ridge?  

The earliest documented resident of Pine Ridge, 

specifically the area now occupied by park 

headquarters, was John Jordan. John Jordanõs barn and 

corrals are noted on the 1880 federal survey map of 

T8sR4e, lots 13 and 14 of section 33. The 1880 

Agricultural Census lists his improvements as follows: 

20 acres of tilled land and 140 acres of permanent 

pasture, three milk cows, 15 calves, 40 pigs and 20 

chickens. Total livestock value, $600 and farm value, 

$200.  In addition, he and his neighbor, John Samson, 

shared the profits from a wood lot they operate as 

partners.  

By the mid-1880s, John Jordan has moved on and is 

living on a homestead near Los Gatos Creek. 

In November 1886, Wesley Boden and his family 

are living on Pine Ridge.   When he òproves upó on his 

homestead claim in 1889 his witnesses, Archie 

Anderson and Charles Jones, describe his 

improvements: 

A frame house, 12õ by 20õ with an òLó worth $400. 

A frame barn worth $100. 

Three chicken houses worth $50 and fencing worth 

$300. 

 Fields of hay and grain, a vegetable garden and an 

orchard.    

Wesley Bodenõs homestead is part of a family 

enterprise.  His mother, Harriet Hunt, is living on a 

homestead where Frog Lake is today.  His brother, 

Henry Boden, is homesteading on land near Blue 

Ridge, and his brother-in-law, Oscar Kaese and his 

wife, have homesteaded land near the Little Fork of 

Coyote Creek.   

But there are problems.  When questioned at the 

San Francisco Land Office about absences from his 

homestead claim, Oscar Kaese replies twice that the 

absences were due to violence and threats of violence 

to his person from two men on neighboring claims.  

These threats are well documented.  ò ? and ? were 

convicted of fraudulently attempting to oust Oscar 

Kaese from 160 acres of land to which he had a 

The Earliest Known Photograph of Pine Ridge 
by Teddy Goodrich  

Pine Ridge Association Historian 
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The Earliest Known Photograph of Pine Ridge, continued... 

homestead right.ó ** Again, less than a month later, ò? 

and ?  recently convicted of illegally preventing one 

Oscar Kaese from entering upon and establishing a 

settlement on a quarter section of land in this county, 

had their sentence continued indefinitely.ó *** 

We have no way of knowing if these threats had 

any effect on what happened next.  In January 1890, 

Wesley Boden sold his homestead at Pine Ridge to his 

mother.  A year later, in March 1891, the remaining 

family members sold all their holdings to Andrew 

Johnson.  A year after he acquired the property, 

Johnson sold all the land to John and Priscilla Thomas.  

The Thomases, after another year passed, sold Pine 

Ridge to Charles and Henry Coe. 

The photo on this page was taken soon after the 

Coe brothers purchased Pine Ridge.  Blaine and 

Williams, photographers from Campbell, were in 

business from 1895 until Frank Blaineõs death in 1904.    

The frame barn is very easy to recognize, and it 

appears to be white in this photograph.  White paint, 

or white limewash, was reserved for dairy barns, and 

certainly dairy products, butter and cottage cheese, 

were made and sold by many homesteaders.  The state 

park has continued this tradition, always painting the 

barn white. The house, whose dimensions were 

12õx20õ, is described in the homestead application as a 

òfirst class houseó consisting of three rooms.   Did it 

become part of the current ranch house?  The 

easternmost section of the ranch house today is made 

from two separate buildings, The one in front has a 

closed off front door that once led onto the (now) 

porch.  The one in back had a door leading to the 

outside east of the ranch house. Careful measurements 

of the two rooms show they are smaller than 12õ by 

20õ.  The front bedroom, the smallest of the two, 

measures 11õ11ó by 11õ5.5ó. The larger, òmasteró 

bedroom measures 15õ3ó by 11õ7ó.   Was one of them 

òmodifiedó and made smaller?  Or were they joined 

together and made larger?   In addition, the house had 

an òLó, presumably a kitchen addition.  There is a stove 

pipe sticking up mid- right photo, but it is difficult to 

discern what it is attached to.  The corrals were 

certainly Jordanõs, and I believe the derelict log 

structure was his barn.  The picket fences are Bodenõs 

as is the peach tree near the front door. 

  It is possible that the palm tree that everyone 

loves to hate was planted by Wesley Boden.   The palm 

appears as a tiny bush in a photo of Lars Marken and 

Ben Nunes cutting wood in front of the ranch house in 

1939.   The olive tree also appears in many historic 

photos of what is now headquarters, and when the Live 

Oak Trail was constructed, a fruit tree, later identified 

as a quince tree, was found blooming trailside.  Quince 

is a very old-fashioned fruit used in making jam. 

At least one of the other board frame buildings still 

stands as the blacksmith shop, and the remaining 

lumber may have gone into the construction of the 

central portion of the ranch house in 1905. 

It didnõt take long for the Coe Brothers to make 

Pine Ridge their own.   And who is the first person you 

invite when you want to show off your new place?  

Mom, of course!  An article in the San Jose Mercury 

News dated April 17, 1894, reads òMrs. H.W. Coe is 

spending a few days with her son, C.W. Coe at his 

ranch on Pine Ridge.ó  

*The San Jose Mercury News began publication in 

1861 

**San Jose Mercury News, May 22, 1887 

*** San Jose Mercury News, June 8, 1887 

? and ?  Names have been omitted to protect the 

identity of the descendants of the men involved. 
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Women of the Land: the Sada Coe Story 

O n December 14, the Morgan Hill Historical 

Society debuted Women of the Land: the Sada 

Coe Story at the Community Playhouse. The 

short film is part of their History Makers documentary 

film series and shares an uplifting account of the life of 

Sada Coe Robinson, the parkõs generous founder. It 

features rarely seen photographs and an interview with 

her great niece, Pearle Coe Verbica Salters, who 

recounts Sadaõs life in stories and quotes. 

The Morgan Hill Historical Society has graciously 

made the 40-minute film available online on their 

YouTube channel:  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκϪaIIL{¢hw¸мфтм 

For more fascinating Morgan Hill history, check 

out their website as well:  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƻǊƎŀƴƘƛƭƭƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦƻǊƎκ 

https://www.youtube.com/@MHHISTORY1971
https://www.morganhillhistoricalsociety.org/
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The Woodpeckers of Coe Park 
by Barry Breckling 

C oe Park has five common woodpeckers plus 

two other birds that are considered 

woodpeckersñ the Northern Flicker and the 

Red-breasted Sapsucker.  The most commonly seen and 

most  interesting woodpecker in the park is the Acorn 

Woodpecker.  Their striking patterns of red, black, and 

white, with a light colored eye give them the appearance 

of a flying clown, and their raucous rasping òrack-up 

rack-upó call is distinctive. They live in groups, often 

nesting in old snags (all woodpeckers are hole-nesters). 

They drill small holes in snags and other trees and store 

acorns in the holes. This behavior provides them with a 

granary where they can go for a meal any time of dayña 

meal of acorn meat and a side dish of insect if one 

happens to be inside an acorn. 

The Nuttallõs Woodpecker is our only woodpecker 

with a truly barred back (the Flicker and Sapsucker have 

somewhat barred backs). Nuttallõs Woodpeckers can be 

as numerous as Acorn Woodpeckers but theyõre much 

more reclusive.  If you see a woodpecker skittering 

around to the backside of a tree, itõs probably a 

Nuttallõs.  

Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers are similar, both 

having a large white patch on their back. The Hairy is a 

little bit larger than an Acorn Woodpecker and the 

Downy is a bit smaller, and the Hairy has a rather long 

bill while the Downyõs is noticeably small.  

Lewisõs Woodpeckers are rather uncommon and 

populations seem to wander. Their colors are 

distinctive:  luminous dark green head and back and 

raspberry-red face patch and belly. Theyõre somewhat 

commonly seen in the San Antonio Valley and are 

reported to frequent burned areas. 
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The Woodpeckers of Coe Park, continued... 

Northern Flickers are large birds, often seen eating 

ants on the ground.  The eastern states have the Yellow

-shafted race with yellow feathers on the underside of 

the wings, and the western states have the Red-shafted 

race with salmon-colored feathers. Where the two 

races meet, in Arizona and south into Mexico, you find 

the Gilded Flicker, which has some characteristics of 

both.  

If you see evenly spaced rows of small holes in 

trees, often in Coast Live Oaks, youõve found where a 

Red-breasted Sapsucker has drilled to find sap to drink. 

They also eat any bugs that have gotten caught in the 

sap. Theyõre absent from Coe Park in the summer. The 

other woodpecker species live in Coe Park year round. 

Although the Acorn Woodpecker eats acorns and other 

nuts, they also eat a lot of insects, often flying out to 

catch them in the air. Many woodpeckers excavate 

insects beneath tree bark, using their great gripping 

feet with two toes pointing forward and two back, a 

stiff tail for bracing, and a strong beak for chipping.  

On one occasion, near the park entrance, I saw a 

Pileated Woodpecker, a spectacular, crow-sized 

Woodpecker that is most commonly found in dense 

coniferous forests.  Keep an eye out for these guys as 

they are occasionally seen in the Diablo Range. 

Mr. Hospitality Retires! 
by Sue Harwager  

T he Coe Park volunteer who has been 

responsible for the procurement, 

transportation and restocking of food and 

beverages at the Coe Ranch VC, Gary Keller, has 

recently made the decision to retire from this 

position after a remarkable 20+ years!  

We would like to wholeheartedly thank Gary 

for all his hard work and let him know how very 

appreciative we (park staff, volunteers and visitors) 

are to have those snacks and drinks readily available 

after a long hike/trip out in the park.  
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